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Vol. clxxxvit November 26,1954 No. 5832 
NEWS SUMMARY 
THE MINISTER OF TRANSPORT has announced far-reaching 
measures to speed the flow of London’s traffic. p. 853 
WITHIN A MONTH of its launching, the St. Paul’s Cathedral 
Campaign has reached a total of £200,000. p. 867 
COVENTRY CORPORATION are advertising a vacancy for 
the post of City Architect and Planning Officer. p. 867 


Temple Bar 6251-2-3-4 


THE KENT COUNTY ARCHITECT has issued a report 
suggesting that more work should be undertaken by his depart- 
ment and less allocated to private architects. p. 874 


THE NATIONAL CONFERENCE of the Town and Country 
Planning Association was held last week. The main papers are 
summarised on p. 875 


PAISLEY has been given permission by the Secretary of State 
for Scotland to proceed with a plan to rebuild the town centre 
at a cost of £1m. p. 885 





COST OF OFFICIAL ARCHITECTURE 


[f is fortunate that the old battle between the official 

architect and his colleague in private practice was 
resolved many years ago, and that the profession no longer 
suffers under that vertical cleavage which for so long 
damaged its integrity. It is now generally agreed that there 
are cases where architecture under a national or local 
authority is most efficiently administered from an official 
office, and others where the private architect can get to 
work with greater speed and address. Very few private 
architects would now claim that official architecture must 
inevitably show the imprint of the “ dead hand,” for some 
very fine and progressive results have come from this 
source, while the average product compares well with the 
work of the man in private practice. 


Some remarks by Mr. L. C. Howitt in his recent presi- 
dential address to the Public Works and Municipal Services 
Congress, touching upon the relative costs of official and 
private services, should not, therefore, be taken as shots 
fired to reopen the old battle, but merely as an expression 
of opinion upon an administrative point which is of vital 
interest to all taxpayers and ratepayers. That we thus 
appraise the situation rightly is confirmed by the fact that 
one of the first replies in our post-bag came, not from a 
private architect in defence of his position, but from Mr. 
Sidney Loweth,* until his recent retirement the County 
Architect of Kent. 

The point at issue is thus whether it is a fact, as Mr. 
Howitt alleges, that the employment of a private architect 
is more costly to an authority than the same services in 
an Official architectural department (Mr. Howitt suggests 
50 per cent. more costly), or whether Mr. Loweth’s con- 
tention that figures of costing official architectural services 
are inevitably so incomplete and illusory that Mr. Howitt’s 
assessment of the situation has produced a false picture 
of the facts. 


For ourselves, we incline more to the latter view, bearing 
in mind that the private architect’s account is a complete 
and all-embracing statement of the cost of the architecture 
in each individual case, whereas many items which the 
private architect has to bear throughout the processes of 
his job, are so interwoven into the general fabric of an 
official department, that it is impossible to allot them 
specifically to individual jobs. 

One of the most difficult things to achieve in any office, 
whether private or official, is to meet the period of peak 
output. To some extent this can be met by harder work 
and longer hours, but the time comes when staff increase 





* Mr. Loweth’s letter appeared in our last issue.—Ep. 


becomes essential. In the private office there often 
remains a costly aftermath to a period of unusual activity, 
for men cannot always be cast off at the moment when their 
full services are no longer needed, and no architect likes 
to bring this about in any case. The risks and hazards 
of such a situation, however, are borne entirely by the 
architect concerned, and the cost of his services to the 
client are unaffected by such events. 

In the official architectural department, however, these 
risks do not exist, and the cost of extra staff working at 
half pressure, or less, after a peak has ended, generally 
remains long after the first need has ceased to be pressing, 
and does not become attributed to the jobs for which the 
extra staff were originally engaged. 

It may well be, then, that so long as there is a steady 
flow of work of like kind, demanding the same lines of 
research, and following to some extent standard con- 
clusions, a well-run official department under a competent 
head will produce the cheapest public architecture, and 
very possibly the most efficient. But when work of 
individual characteristics arises, or when there develops an 
unusual boom of work beyond the capacity of an estab- 
lished department, private architecture offers the greater 
economy and efficiency. 

If the limitations and advantages of one system against 
the other are justly weighed as each situation arises, we 
have no doubt that the two branches of the profession will 
continue to reinforce each other and produce between 
them the type of public building we are entitled to expect 
in a great and democratic country. 


ARCHITECTURAL EDUCATION 


JVE have already commented at some length upon the 
President’s Address, delivered at the inaugural meet- 
ting of the RIBA on November 2, but, as must be with 
pronouncements so full of thought, there remains much to 
add. In particular the subject of education, which has 
been a matter of deep professional concern for many years, 
deserves special attention. Mr. Aslin’s remarks in this 
connection were restrained and balanced, neither attack- 
ing the present system, nor flattering it with complete 
approval; and their very moderation may tend to leave an 
impression upon the casual reader that this was no more 
than a routine item in the annual review which the Presi- 
dent is called upon to make. 

In fact, the President expressed the misgivings which 
many of the older members of the profession share, as 
to the form of training which is now being given to pre- 
pare the young students to. become competent architects. 
Some of these same men tend to content themselves with 
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the usual regrets for the passing of the “ good old days,’ 
and offer little that is constructive as to how wrong may 
be righted. The President had little time for this attitude 
of mind, and rightly called attention to the change of form 
which architectural practice has experienced within the 
last half-century, with the implication that the form of 
training must similarly experience change, if it is to serve 
its purpose. A very great change has indeed taken place, 
and is often accepted as the right answer to the new prob- 
lem. It is because so many feel that it is not the right 
answer that the whole subject of architectural education 
has become the material for concern and controversy. The 
President said rightly that the school student is “ lament- 
ably out of touch with practical building,” and called for 
the finding of some method of “ combining the practical 
experience which the former pupil obtained, with the 
theoretical training which the student now obtains at his 
School of Architecture.” 

There are thus two points upon which further considera- 
tion of the problem must turn: (1) That the architect 
of to-day practises under widely different conditions from 
his counterpart of 50 years ago, and (2) that the form of 
training which the architectural student must now enjoy, 
must fit him for those new conditions. 

With regard to the first point, none would question the 
rightness of such a statement. If we were to criticise it 
at all, we would ask ourselves if the movement from private 
and individual architecture towards that of national and 
local government is so inevitable and complete as is some- 
times assumed after the peculiar and, in some respects, 
unnatural characteristics of the immediate post-war period. 











LAMBETH PALACE LIBRARY.—A view of the restored 

Great Hall Library at Lambeth Palace, London, for which the 

architects are Messrs. Seely and Paget. New bookshelves of 

natural home-grown oak have been built round the walls. The 

majority of the valuable books which were damaged by bombing 

during the war, have been re-bound in leather, with their titles 
lettered in gold. 
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We think the-architect of the metropolis and the larger 
cities is apt to forget the enormous cumulative impact 
upon the architecture of an age which is made by the 
thousands of small works in the smaller country towns 
and throughout the countryside, and to think only in terms 
of the larger structures which occupy the metropolis and 
the comparatively few large cities in the country. The 
eighteenth century is remembered not only for the city 
churches and the larger buildings of the Later Renaissance 
text books, but for the nameless little treasures which 
line the streets of many country towns throughout the 
length and breadth of England. No system of education 
which ignored the importance of such individual work 
could be complete and satisfactory. There is still a case, 
therefore, for retaining some conditions which will per- 
mit the handing on of influence from master to pupil, in 
addition to the influence of school upon student. 

Many feel that school influence, uninfused with the de- 
tached influence of the independent master, is not only 
unsatisfactory, but can be definitely dangerous. The staff 
of a School must have some of the characteristics of a 
committee operating within a common policy, and there is 
no doubt that the modern style has arrived mainly 
through such channels. It is a serious question whether 
this is the proper and natural way for architecture to 
develop from one age to another. Is it unfair to say that 
we are exchanging style for fashion and so losing the solid 
foundations upon which healthy architecture must rest? 
Or is it fairer to say that, however imperfect this present 
system may be, it is better than the chaos of uncontrolled 
individualism, such as that which produced the Battle of 
the Styles of Victorian times? 

The fact is, of course, that we are driven back to the 
President’s demand for a way to be found to get the best 
out of both, the good office and the good school. The 
student must learn from the very first that he is building 
with real materials, each with its inherent characteristics, 
and each with its strict limitations. He must learn that a 
mistake in building is not merely something to be recti- 
fied with a piece of indiarubber, but something which may 
cost hundreds of pounds, and possibly a danger to life and 
limb. Until he has these considerations in his blood, he 
is in no shape to design anything. 

He can get all this through pupilage provided the office 
he chooses is a good one. But if he depended on this, his 
world would indeed be a small one, however great the man 
to whom he entrusted himself. It is there that the idea 
of school training imposes itself upon the problem. There 
he can meet and work with others who have been under 
different influences, and be taught by specialists, the sum 
of whose knowledge must exceed that of the cleverest 
individual. There he can allow his imagination to soar 
over larger projects than any he could absorb within a 
private office. There also, he can, probably without 
realising it, evolve a common objective — a composite 
picture of architecture which has grown out of the experi- 
ences of individuals and the exchanges of view which form 
the main substance of school life. 

It needs little thought to realise that the present system 
falls very far short of these ideals, and that the product 
of the Schools is unsatisfactory, both as an assistant and 
as a potential architect. Yet both need to be first-class if 
we are to face the future of architecture with any 
confidence. 

There is no doubt that these considerations have been 
in the minds of the RIBA and the Board of Architectural 
Education for some time, and that any drastic revision of 
the School system presents a very formidable problem. 
We are convinced, however, that it is one which has to be 
faced with courage and determination, and that it must be 
tackled not only by the educational expert, but by men 
in the wider field of practice. 
gives high hope that during his term some positive attempt 
will be made towards this end. 





The President’s Address | 
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Notes of the Week 


SPEEDING LONDON’S TRAFFIC 


WHILe the provision of sufficient 

parking space in the central areas 
may well be impracticable, as is empha- 
sised in Mr. C. D. Buchanan’s thoughtful 
paper on the subject (reported on another 
page), something can at least be done to 
improve the flow of London’s traffic, and 
the announcement last week by Mr. 
Boyd-Carpenter, Minister of Transport, 
of far-reaching measures to achieve this 
purpose will be widely welcomed. The 
proposals will, of course, be even more 
welcome if they, in fact, mark the end 
of the tardy approach to traffic problems 
shown by Governments of all political 
complexions in recent years. 

The main proposals deal largely with 
parking problems and plans for new 
roads, and are as follows. Parking: The 
system of unilateral waiting will be 
greatly extended. Parking of unlit 
vehicles in built-up areas will be legalised 
in London, and, with police consent, in 
other places. Reports on underground 
car parks are being studied. New roads: 
A start is to be made on Route 11, an 
86-ft. wide double road in the City, 
across Aldersgate-street, along London 
Wall to Whitechapel, and on the Crom- 
well-road extension, providing a new 
western exit. Work on the Dartford- 
Purfleet tunnel, involving a £9m. Ex- 
chequer grant, will be authorised in the 
next financial year. 

On the vexed question of private cars, 
Mr. Boyd-Carpenter said: “I do not 
think it is either just or practical to pro- 
hibit the entry of private cars into the 
central area, but I am satisfied that to 
keep traffic moving the present uni- 
lateral and no-waiting vestrictions must 
be substantially extended.” 

It is believed that when the Minister 
introduces his Road Traffic Bill in the 
next Parliamentary session, power will 
be sought to facilitate police control of 
no-waiting and parking restrictions. 


HENRY JARVIS HALL 


THOSE attending recent meetings in the 
Henry Jarvis Hall at the RIBA will have 
noticed an effective improvement in the 
lighting of the hall. The intensity of the 
lighting has been increased and spotlights 
set flush with the ceiling give emphasis 
to the raised platform. 

This improvement follows complaints 
at the Institute’s annual general meeting 
about the lighting generally and particu- 
larly the silhouetting of people on the 
platform against a white background. 

The remedy in the latter case has been 
to cover the white lantern screen with a 
deep green curtain; side curtains have also 
been hung and together they form a 
pleasant background. 

The provision of light-coloured blinds 
at the windows to increase the reflection 
values from the lighting troughs below 
is also under consideration. 


BUILDING EDUCATION 


_ THE FIFTH of the LMBA’s annual con- 
ferences on building education, which 
was held at 47, Bedford-square, last Fri- 
day afternoon, under the able chairman- 
ship of Mr. L. J. Holloway, proved to 
be one of the most successful of these 
conferences that have been held to date. 
Once again those concerned with building 
education in the London region were able 
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THE NEWEST HOTEL STATLER.— 
Connecticut, is 18-storeys high, contains 445 rooms and reveals in its exterior treatment 


a combination of aluminium, glass and “‘ porcelain-finished’’ metal. 


This building at Hartford, the capital of 
The results of 


extensive research were applied to its construction and it is considered to be one of the 
best examples of hotel buildings in the USA. The architect is William B. Tabler. 





to have an informal and frank inter- 
change of views on the varied aspects of 
their work. 

Most of the afternoon was given over 
to discussion, under two main heads: 
craft training and supervisory training. 
Earlier, the conference had learned, 
among other things, that there had been a 
large increase in the year in nominations 
for the NFBTE Prize Scheme, and enthu- 
siasm for it among employers; that the 
Public Schools Apprenticeship Bureau 
had been successful in introducing 
students to the industry; and that a 
scheme of articled apprenticeship was 
now in its final stages—it had been sub- 
mitted to the Association for the draft 
deed to be prepared, which had now been 








COMING EVENTS 


MONDAY, NOVEMBER 29 

BRIXTON SCHOOL OF BUILDING.—Exhibition of 
students’ work. School of Building, Ferndale-road, 
SW4. Continuing open until December 3. 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 39 

Housinc CENTRE.—‘‘ Some Housing Problems of 
a Rural District Council,’’ by Mr. A. H. W. Oliver. 
13, Suffolk-street, SW1. 1.15 p.m. 

INSTITUTION OF CIVIL ENGINEERS.—‘‘ Prestressed 
units for Short-span Highway Bridges,’’ by Mr. A. D. 
Holland, BSc, AMICE, Great George-street, SW1. 
5.30 p.m. 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 1 

FACULTIES OF ARCHITECTS AND SURVEYORS AND 
SURVEYORS OF ENGLAND.—Annual dinner. Park Lane 
Hotel, Piccadilly, Wi. 7.30 p.m. 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 2 

Town PLANNING INSTITUTE.—‘*‘ The Town and 
Country Planning Bill, 1954,’"’ by Mr. Desmond 
Heap. Livingstone Hall, Broadway, Westminster, 
SWI. 6 p.m. 


ENGINEERS’ GUILD.—‘‘ The Profession of the 
Land’”’ by Mr. P. H. Wuite. Caxton Hall, West- 
minster, SW1. 6 p.m. 


INSTITUTE OF Housinc.—‘‘ Office Methods in 
Housing Management,’’ by Mr. G. R. Coyne. 
County Hall, Westminster Bridge, SEl. 6.45 p.m. 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 3 

BIRMINGHAM AND Five COUNTIES ARCHITECTURAL 
AssociaTIon.—‘‘ Colour,’” by Mr. David L. Medd. 
ARIBA. Royal Birmingham Society of Artists’ Gal- 
leries, New-street, Birmingham. 6 p.m. 


done, and the deed was to go before the 
next meeting of the education committee. 

As in other years, the LMBA are to 
issue a full report of the conference. and 
in view of the importance of the matters 
discussed it is to be hoped that the report 
will not be too long in making its 
appearance. 


NEW NATIONAL PARK 


Mr. Haro_tD MACMILLAN, while still 
Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment, created a new National Park out of 
an extensive area of the lovely Yorkshire 
Dales country. 

The Yorkshire Dales National Park 
extends from Bolton Abbey in Wharfe- 
dale northwards through Malham to 
Ribblesdale and Upper Wharfedale, and 
stretches across to Swalesdale and the 
outskirts of Richmond. It includes 
Arkengarthdale and Bowes Moore. The 
total area comprises about 680 square 
miles. 

Dale farmers have objected to the in- 
clusion in the area of purely agricultural 
land and the councils of the North and 
West Ridings of Yorkshire have sup- 
ported the farmers, claiming that the 
future of the area was already safe- 
guarded by the provisions of the develop- 
ment plan. Against this view, however, 
the National Parks Commission argued 
that the beauty and popularity of both the 
moorland and the dales justified its title 
as a National Park. 


A WINTER PROGRAMME 


AN interesting programme of events 
has been arranged by the Bedfordshire 
branch of the Northamptonshire, 
Bedfordshire and Huntingdonshire 
Association of Architects for the cur- 
rent winter session. At their next meet- 
ing, on December 14, Mr. G. Grenfell 
Baines, ARIBA, AMTPI, will speak on 
“‘ Office Practice and Procedtre.” 
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An African Newsletter 


Salisbury, S. Rhodesia, November 17 


ERE in Southern Rhodesia’s capital, 


where streets are wide and the town 
assembles for morning coffee and Strauss 
waltzes in Meikle’s Hotel, the kaleido- 
scope of thoughts and _ impressions 
collected in three weeks spent in the 
Union of South Africa begins to make 
a coherent pattern. 

Outlining that pattern is not easy. It 
is all too easy to over-simplify, and South 
Africans in the Union are sensitive about 
comment. “You're not going to do a 
Canon Collins on us, I hope,” was a re- 
mark commonly made. Yet no matter 
how determined one may be to avoid 
talking politics in Johannesburg, it is 
virtually impossible to bring it off. “ Tick, 
tics and politics are the curse of the 
Union”; so goes the saying. Many of 
the burning questions of the hour—the 
choice of Afrikaans as the national 
language, native education and native 
housing—have their roots in a complex 
of political thought and, sad to say, 
political prejudice. The most recalcitrant 
racial problem in the Union is not as one 
might think white v. black but Afrikaans 
v. English. Fortunately there are many 
South Africans of both Dutch and 
English descent who are liberally minded 
and are determined to close their ranks 
and face problems realistically. Among 
them are numbered many architects and 
builders, and with such, one feels, lies 
the salvation of South Africa. 

Housing of the natives is one of these 
problems, Others are questions associated 
with their feeding, education and oppor- 
tunity for advancement. Complex enough 
in themselves, these problems are made 
more complicated by the intrusion of 
politics into the technical field. The situa- 
tion in some ways is not unlike that 
manufactured by England for herself in 
the early days of the industrial revolu- 
tion. But we are now 150 years further 


on in experience and techniques and 
ought not to make the same mistakes 
again. 

To get a picture of the native housing 
problem in the Union, one must begin 
with the fact that out of a total popula- 
tion of approximately 13 million, only 
two are European. The rest are made 
up of Coloureds, Asiatics and Natives, 
with the last group vastly in the majority. 
These non-European’ groups __ differ 
widely in habits and in intellectual and 
technical ability, and as a result set up 
their own racial barriers. Yet it is on 
the non-European that the industrial and 
agricultural prosperity of South Africa 
is founded, and it is in the industrialisa- 
tion of the African, with its consequent 
detribalisation and breaking up of family 
life, that the roots of evil are found. Yet 
this change from a pastoral to an in- 
dustrial life is, for many, inevitable in an 
industrial age; the problem must be to 
adapt the African to these new ways and 
to fit him to play his part in it. 


CENTRALISED CONTROL 


It is here that the difficulty arises. 
What is essentially a matter of adjust- 
ment, education, nutrition and housing 
is jolted off the lines of progress by the 
emotion of fear, and so falls from the 
technical plane to the level of politics. 
The fear is at one end of the scale that of 
miscegenation and at the other that 
an educated and technically qualified 
Bantu race will eventually push the 
European right out of the sub-continent. 
These apprehensions, found mostly 
among the Afrikaans in South Africa but 
not by any means confined to them, have 
resulted in the policy of apartheid and, 
worse still, in welfare schemes which are 
hesitant in policy and tardy in execution. 
As all money for native welfare must be 
raised through the Government, central 
policy controls local endeavour. 





Klipspruit native housing scheme : 


and Roberts, Ltd., 


built with Robconco lift-up construction by Laing 


of Johannesburg. 
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HOUSING POLICY 


The policy for native housing, then, 
must be set against the background thus 
briefly sketched. The Nationalist Gov- 
ernment’s aim is, first to enforce a rigid 
segregation of Native from European by 
causing all non-Europeans who are not 
housed by their employers to live in 
locations outside the city boundaries in 
houses erected either by the Government 
agencies or by the municipalities; and 
second, to restrict the African’s mental 
and technical advancement by educating 
him up to that stage only which enables 
him to undertake the industrial tasks for 
which he is needed. Of the former inten- 
tion there can be no criticism. Sympathy 
with the Africans’ natural aspirations 
does not blind one to the fact that they 
are, as a race, both backward and child- 
like. The existence of some whose intel- 
lectual abilities are fully on a par with 
the European average, and sometimes 
above it, is both a matter of hope for 
those who believe in the Africans’ even- 
tual place in Africa’s progress and a 
warning that haste will inevitably undo 
his chance to take it. The fact remains 
that their way of life is totally different 
and that it is good sense that they should 
have their own communities, as also the 
Coloureds and Asiatics. 

What shocks the liberal mind is that 
artificial restriction should be placed on 
the African’s ability to develop. I have 
met no one, English or Afrikaans, who 
defends the Bantu Education Act or does 
other than regret that it has found its 
way on to the Union’s Statute Book. But 
that is another story, and one of which 
the last has not been heard. 


THE SHANTY TOWNS 


You have to come to South Africa to 
correct the impression that, because of 
this seemingly cast-iron attitude to native 
development, nothing is being done. A 
great deal is being done, though not 
before its time where housing is con- 
cerned, but it is not being done on a 
large enough scale or fast enough. It 
would do Johannesburg good if its 
Europeans were taken on tours of 
Maroco, Alexandra, Orlando or any 
of the shanty towns where native 
families, in return for paying 5s. a 
month, live in shacks constructed of 
bits of brick, sacking and corrugated 
iron, without piped water or water- 
borne sanitation, whence many travel 
anything from five to eight miles 
daily to work in the city. Nothing I have 
seen has shocked me as have these sores 
on the national conscience, sores which 
are repeated in every town I have visited 
in Africa. 

Yet hope lies in the new housing 
schemes which are springing up_ in 
Johannesburg and in other towns. One 
must regret that the volume of building 
is so small. The Union has a current 
shortage of nearly 170,000 dwelling units, 
to which must be added an estimated 
number of about 180,000 required over 
the next ten years. Approximately 35,000 
houses are needed per annum, of which 
local authority building has provided 
about 5,000 units per annum and 
approximately 4,500 more have been built 
by the Bantu themselves. On this estimate, 
made by James Jennings, Director of the 
National Building Research Institute, the 
annual rate of building must be speeded 
up four times. 
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Maroco Shantytown, Johannesburg. 


RESEARCH ON HOUSING 


Jennings is a remarkable man, one of 
a band of South Africans in whose 
positive and realistic attitude to South 
Africa’s needs the country’s future wel- 
fare may well lie. Himself a leading 
authority on the mechanics of soil move- 
ment, he has built up a research depart- 
ment second to none, and has seen it 
housed in buildings at Pretoria which 
must make Garston’s mouth water. He 
leaves at the end of the year to take up 
the Professorship of Engineering at the 
University of the Witwatersrand, and his 
loss to the Institute will be incalculable. 
During his seven years at the NBRI he 
has found time to organise research into 
the Bantu natives’ needs and to devise 
house plans and methods of construction 
which will provide suitable accommoda- 
tion at a cost within the occupants’ 
capacity to pay. These plans are the 
basis of practically all the native housing 
work now being carried out in the Union. 
In D. M. Calderwood, his chief architect, 
Jennings has a man as able and enthu- 
siastic as himself who has laid out several 
native towns. 

The house plans provide for four 
categories of tenant, ranging from those 
who cannot afford the basic require- 
ments of life, let alone rent, to a smalier 
group, estimated at under 10 per cent., 
who can afford to pay a full economic 
rent. In every case the economics of 
native housing depend on the building 
work being done by the Bantu themselves, 
and this marks a significant development 
in a country where, up to this time, 
natives engaged in building may not work 
as artisans but only as labourers. The 
Native Housing Workers Act now per- 
mits them to engage in all trades so long 
as they are engaged on native housing, 
and in this lies the seed of the natives’ 
entry into the full field of building. Not 
unnaturally, there has been opposition 
from the European artisan trade unions, 
and there has also been some migration 
of European labour from building to 
other forms of industry. Building may 
well be the first step in the African’s 
advancement in the technical field. 

Through the courtesy of Mr. G. Archi- 
bald, Director of Native Works at 
Johannesburg, I visited the housing 
scheme at Meadowlands in the Orlando 
location, where the first native-built 
housing scheme is under way. These 
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houses are being erected for rent- 
purchase by Africans, and are of various 
sizes but mostly of four rooms housing 
seven. Considering that the majority of 
the men have had little previous experi- 
ence, the standard of construction is 
good, though well below European level. 
Built in local brick using a rat trap bond 
they are plastered internally and roofed 
with asbestos cement sheets. Total living 
area is approximately 430 sq. ft. and there 
1s a space for bathroom and w.c. Nor- 
mally only the w.c. is supplied, all other 
fixtures being provided by the family. 
The cost has been got down to around 
£215, and monthly rentals are £2 10s., 
which provides for redemption. The aim 
is to get the cost down to £180. Natives 
may not own their land—a sore point— 
and leases are for 30 years. 

Seven hundred natives, with a maxi- 
mum of seven European supervisors, are 
engaged on the work at Meadowlands 
which has been broken down into suc- 
cessive operations, and I was told by Mr. 
K. Knight, the keen young engineer in 
charge, that any gang which got behind 
with its work soon heard about it from 
the following trade. On average, 16 
houses a day are going up. 


BUILDING STANDARDS 


Private enterprise is finding it hard to 
compete in this work, and builders have 
a justifiable cause for complaint when 
they find that they are expected to ob- 
serve building standards which the muni- 
cipality is itself breaking. Nonetheless, 
some firms, notably Laing and Roberts, 
are making a fine contribution, using a 
form of lift-up construction (see illustra- 
tion) in which walling units cast on the 
site are hoisted into position by a travel- 
ling gantry. These houses are costing 
more, however, and their use may be 
limited as the main programme gets under 
way. There is no doubt that the announce- 
ment by the Government of a long-term 
programme of native housing would en- 
courage private enterprise to engage in 
the research necessary to develop other 
economical forms. 

If much of this letter has been dealing 
with housing, it is because the subject is 
one of absorbing interest on which, as 
much as any other, the future welfare of 
the Union must depend. Little space is 
left to record meetings with John Fassler, 
the distinguished Professor of Architec- 
ture at the Witwatersrand University, 
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Housing for coloured people, Orlando, Johannesburg. 


who is playing no small part in improv- 
ing architectural and town planning 
standards in Johannesburg; with Carl 
Borckenhagen, Director of Imports and 
Exports; with F. S. Fulton, Director of 
the Concrete Association of South Africa, 
and with James Thompson, the builder. 
Fassler was enthusiastic about the newly 
planned towns of Welcom, Cecilburg 
and Vanderbijl Park in the Orange Free 
State which, he said, were setting a new 
standard of town planning in the Union. 
He mentioned also pending architectural 
competitions for a_ civic centre for 
Johannesburg and for a new _ head- 
quarters for the South African Institute 
of Architects. Fassler thinks there is a 
wide opportunity for young architects to 
come to the Union for there is at present 
a dearth of qualified assistants. 

I visited Borckenhagen to find out 
whether the relaxation of Import Duties 
expected next year was likely to result 
in further opportunities for United King- 
dom building plant and _ materials. 
Borckenhagen is a remarkable man. 
his middle forties, he, like his delightful 
wife Peggy, is a quantity surveyor who 
graduated to his present important 
Government job from a war-time post as 
Director of Building Materials. He is 
obviously a man with a future. No great 
change is to be expected, he thinks, for 
the demand is regulated purely by the 
building programme which is already as 
large as the industry can well cope with. 
There may nevertheless be chances for 
British goods to displace some of the less 
reliable home manufactures which have 
survived through protection. ; 

Fulton, a reinforced concrete engineer, 
is at present closely concerned with the 
revision of Johannesburg's code of build- 
ing which, one gathers, is at present un- 
duly insistent on overhigh factors of 
safety. Johannesburg has its peculiar 
problems, among them being the inci- 
dence of earth tremors caused by rock 
falls in the mines, which are responsible 
for this cautious attitude, but a safety 
factor in design often as much as three 
times that felt to be necessary does seem 
excessive. The code, whose revision was 
begun seven years ago, is now nearly 
completed, and will be based in part on 
standards of performance. Fulton is 
interested in reducing costs of building 
and believes that one method may be by 
devising internal finishes which will do 
away with _ plastering. Lightweight 
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materials are coming in, and a further 
economy may lie in the use of light- 
weight blocks weighing up to 70 lb. Foam 
slag has a great future, he believes, 
especially as there are ample supplies of 
the raw material in some parts of the 
Union. 

James Thompson, managing director 
of one of Johannesburg’s leading firms 
of builders, at 43, is the Woodbine 
Parish of the Union and is one of the 
longest-headed men in the industry. His 
firm is one of the few which takes re- 
search seriously and he himself is a mem- 
ber of the LOUW committee on native 
housing which is just about to issue its 
report. He is a keen enthusiast for the 
principle of appointing the builder at the 
commencement of the job so that he can 
play his fullest part. 

So I leave the Union of South Africa, 
a place of potential and opportunity as 
great as anywhere on earth, which only 
man’s own folly can prevent from being 
realised. 

LM: ©. 


INFECTION-PROOF OPERATING 
THEATRE 


Birmingham Architect's Scheme 


AFTER twelve months’ research, seven 
Birmingham architects, doctors and lighting 
engineers have produced an_ operating 
theatre with a special air-conditioning plant 
to guarantee patients immunity from infec- 
tion by air-borne germs. 

A prototype has been built into an empty 
ward at Little Bromwich Hospital, and com- 
prises a small, horseshoe-shaped room with 
a domed ceiling. The walls are fitted with 
over 100 “ portholes.” Beneath the dome 
stands the operating table, and warm, puri- 
fied air is pumped down through the ceiling 
carrying any germs below the level of the 
operating table to floor level, where they 
are sucked out of the theatre through special 
vents. The portholes are for lights and to 
provide observation points for students. To 
avoid any suspended lamps which might 
collect dust, 82 porthole lights have been 
fitted. The surgeon can then switch the 
light where it is needed. The walls and 
floor have also been covered with light- 
coloured materials which can be easily 
cleaned and disinfected. 

The theatre was designed by Mr. Donald 
Goldfinch, FRIBA, architect to the Birming- 
ham Regional Hospital Board. The proto- 
type is made of plaster, but the first pair of 
theatres is expected to be completed within 
the next twelve months, subject to Ministry 
approval. They will be installed at either the 
Little Bromwich Hospital or at the Birming- 
ham Accident Hospital, and will cost about 
£50,000. 


PRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTION 


The report of the Committee on the 
Censuses of Production and Distribution has 
now been published as a White Paper (Cmd. 
9276). One of the Committee’s main con- 
clusions is that the censuses of production 
and distribution serve a useful purpose and 
should be continued, and recommend that 
a full census of production should be taken 
for 1957 and for 1961. The Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Board of Trade has stated 
that the Government have accepted in full 
the recommendations of the Committee. 
Copies of the report may be obtained, price 
Is. 6d., from the Stationery Office, Kings- 
way. WC2. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


THE ARCHITECT AND LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT SERVICE 


To the Editor of The Builder 


SIR.—Mr. Sidney Loweth, FRIBA, is 

incorrect in stating that the above is 
the title of a paper I gave to the Public 
Works Congress. The actual title was 
“The Architect in Local Government 
Service” and if your correspondent had 
been present he would have heard me 
say: “ Whilst I pay due tribute to the 
magnificent contribution of private prac- 
titioners, the principal concern of my 
paper is with the architect as a member of 
the staff of a local government author- 
ity.” 

Mr. Loweth misquotes from my paper 
and omits the sentence which im- 
mediately preceded his misquotation, 
wherein I stated that ““ Where the volume 
of building work is continuous the 
employment of salaried architectural 
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staff under an architect chief officer 
is economically sound.” Those words 
are a paraphrase of paragraph (b) of the 
recommendations made by the RIBA 
Council in August, 1945, which were en- 
dorsed and re-stated in the Report of the 
Committee to Consider the Present and 
Future of Private Architectural Practice, 
of which I had the honour to be a mem- 
ber. This paragraph says: ‘‘ Where the 
volume of work of a public authority is 
continuous it is economically sound 
policy to employ salaried architectural 
staff provided it is directed by a properly 
qualified architect.” The ex-County 
Architect of Kent omits to mention that 
in my paper I reproduced the whole of 
the recommendations which the Com- 
mittee urged public authorities to imple- 
ment whenever the circumstances war- 
rant. 

I do not know on what authority he 
now speaks on behalf of County Archi- 
tects, but I quite agree that nobody can 
know better than Mr. Loweth whether 
or not his own administration attained 
the economy which I said should be 
attained. 
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As one who has served for many years 
in private offices and who is associated 
happily with private architects engaged 
by my City Council on my recommenda- 
tion, I reject emphatically the mantle of 
antagonism to private practitioners which 
this ex-official architect would thrust 
upon me. 

LEONARD C. Howitt [BArch, FRIBA] 

Town Hall, Manchester. 


»*, Mr. Howitt’s paper is summarised on page 869. 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—Mr. Leonard C. Howitt, in my 
view, has made a careless statement 
about works performed by private prac- 
titioners costing more than professional 
services by an official department. He 
should try to find whether he has a 
colleague in the London and Home 
Counties area who is prepared to support 
this view. This might enable some of us 
in London, including myself, to see some 
interesting figures that would warm the 
cockles of private practitioners’ hearts! 
W. MacDOna_Lp. 
London, W4. 


To the Editor of The Builder 


~IR,—The letter from Mr. Loweth in 
your last issue reveals some of the 
defects in local government. As a retired 
county architect his opinion can be 
accepted as fact in so far as it affected 
his late authority, also those with whom 
he was in contact, and it would generally 
be accepted as a fair statement of fact in 
regard to most authorities. It is signifi- 
cant that Mr. Loweth should also quote 
the words of Mr. L. C. Howitt, FRIBA, 
giving the cause of the defects. 

No normal commercial undertaking 
selling or producing articles or services in 
everyday demand, for which there was 
adequate competition and also sources 
of supply, could hope to pay a dividend 
of 334 per cent., unless these articles or 
services were produced by underpaid 
labour, or alternatively the prices charged 
were exorbitant. . 

In the case of quantity surveyors, the 
scale of fees charged was agreed in 1931 
at the end of a term of competition in 
fees, so that it can be assumed that these 
are not extortionate charges, and un- 
doubtedly similar conditions led to the 
RIBA scale of fees. 

It has been agreed that the relationship 
of professional salaries, superannuation 
and insurances to on-costs, which include 
typing and clerical assistance, super- 
annuation and _ insurances, stationery, 
heating and lighting, floor charges, etc., 
is 50-50. Sound commercial under- 
takings would be very satisfied to pay 
dividends of 15 to 20 per cent. and the 
difference between these figures and the 
334 per cent. quoted should be applied to 
rectify this condition of underpaid 
senior staff. I feel sure that this would 
prevent the drift of the best brains and 
experience from local government into 
other commercial channels. The cost 
would be met by increased productivity. 

With the present flood of work, there 
can be no redundancy in any official 
office. A_ profit-sharing basis could 
hardly be applied to local government, but 
a relationship between salaries and fees 
is quite workable. Production must be 
stimulated by overtime in peak periods. 
Since this cannot be paid overtime under 
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View of 10-storey block of flats. 


FLATS AND HOUSES AT LAMBLE STREET, ST, PANCRAS 


Architects 


POWELL & MOYA, AA.RIBA (Assistant: M. HURLEY, ARIBA) 


Borough Engineer & Surveyor : 


Consulting Engineers 


SCOTT ©& WILSON, KIRKPATRICK & PARTNERS 


Builders 


C. S. BAINBRIDGE Housing Manager: A, W, DAVEY 


Quantity Surveyors 


DAVIS, BELFIELD & EVEREST 


SIR ROBERT McALPINE & SONS, LTD. 


HE site covers an area of 3.61 
acres on which development 
was required at a density of 100 
persons to the acre. The land was 
undeveloped, and was used as a 
junk yard and dumping ground, 
One of its main features is a large 
mound, or plateau, of built-up 
ground in the eastern half which 
rises about 10 ft. above normal 
ground level. 

The site as a whole slopes 
upwards to Lismore Circus to the 
west. A new road, which will 
ultimately be a through road, forms 
the eastern boundary. There is a 


railway cutting to the south, and the 
land to the east may be used for a 
new school. The buildings around 
are mostly domestic, with a height 
of two and three storeys. From 
30 ft. or more above the site there 
are extensive views over London 
and, to the north, over Parliament 
Hill Fields. 

The scheme comprises 50 flats in 
a 10-storey block and 49 two-storey 
houses. The first part of the 
development (as illustrated) consists 
of the block of flats and 22 of the 
four-room houses—72 dwellings in 
all. The remaining 27 houses, 


which are to be sited on land 
occupied by existing houses, will be 
built later. 

Type of Development.—The 
required density of 100 persons to 
the acre might imply a development 
consisting entirely of flats, four to 
five storeys high. 

As the requirement stipulated 
that about 50 per cent, of the 
dwellings should contain four rooms 
or more and the remainder one, two 
or three rooms, it was decided to 
house the latter in a tall block of 
flats (100 ft. high), thus releasing 
ground space to allow for the rest of 
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the dwellings, to consist of houses 
in two-storey terraces with small 
private gardens. 

The scale of the houses is similar 
to that of the buildings on the 
surrounding sites, in particular the 
houses in Oak Village immediately 
to the north. The block of flats 
provides a contrast and a focal point 
in this large surrounding area of two- 
and three-storey buildings. The 
10-ft. high mound has been pre- 
served and the block of flats is sited 
on top of it. Flats above first-floor 
level enjoy extensive views over 
London to the south, and over 
Parliament Hill Fields to the north. 

It is claimed that this mixed type 
of development is cheaper than a 
development of four- or five-storey 
blocks of flats of load-bearing con- 
struction. 

The block of flats——As the flats 
are small, access by means of 
balconies has been chosen for 
reasons of economy. No habitable 
rooms are overshadowed by these 
balconies, which are kept to a short 
length. The main staircase, lifts 
and escape staircase are almost in 
the centre of the block, but the 
arrangement is asymmetrical, with 
three flats per floor on one side 
(one-room, two-room and_three- 
room) and two on the other (both 
three-room). 

Access from the site is by road 
and path at the lower level, with an 
additional path up the slope of the 
mound giving access at ground-floor 
level. 

Terraces and houses.—The houses 
already built are all of the four-room 
type. Each house has a store at the 
front and also a garden store, which 
automatically forms the end wall to 
the private garden. 
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View through centre approach from Lamble-street. 


Construction and finishes (flats).— 
Reinforced concrete basement on 
mass concrete foundations. Super- 
structure—6 in. reinforced concrete 
party walls and intermediate rein- 
forced concrete frames. Floors 
consist of precast, prestressed 
beams combined with hollow clinker 
pots with structural concrete top- 


The 


ping. ‘They are 6 in. thick. 
reinforced concrete structure is 
generally exposed externally. 'The 


non-structural infilling consists of 
strip windows and of apron walls 
of cavity construction. 

At the back of all access balconies 
windows are of wood. On exposed 
faces, windows are of wood with 


galvanised steel opening lights. 
Partitions have a plasterboard core, 
are then wired on either side and 
then plastered, forming rigid rein- 
forced plaster partitions. Floors are 
insulated against sound with glass 
silk quilting on which cement 
screed and thermoplastic floor tiles 
are laid. Ceilings are plastered. 
There is a gas fire in each living- 
room, and electric points are pro- 
vided in all rooms. Water heating 
is by balanced flue instantaneous 
gas water heaters. 

The reinforced concrete structure 
is painted dark red and light grey : 
the soffits are white. Bricks on 
exposed external faces are white- 
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Plans of the block of flats. 
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ERECTION SEQUENCE. 

|. fix plates,frames and hook nails 

lace plasterboard in position 

Vink components with rforcing. wire 
ly hard plaster to form a 
Ph" thick solid wall. 


oo 






































» 
TYPICAL ELEVATION 


flint-lime ; at the back of access 
balconies—blue engineering bricks. 
Window frames are black with 
white opening lights, except at the 
back of access balconies where 
window frames are all white. 
Private balconies (recessed) use 
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DETAILS OF REINFORCING. 
hook nails driven into frames or plugs i 
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combinations of dark olive green, 
bright red and canary yellow. The 
access balconies are olive green, 
cherry red and, at the ends, bright 
red. Staircase soffits are painted 
bright red, and the tankroom light 
grey. The recessed walls at the 
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north-east and south-east corners 
at ground-floor level are painted 
canary yellow. 
Houses.—Load-bearing construc- 
tion consisting of brick cross walls 
and timber joisted floor and roof 
spanning on to these walls. The 
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non-load-bearing first-floor panels 
have an outer skin of 4} in. brick, 
rendered, and an inner skin of 2 in. 
clinker blocks, plastered. Windows 
are of wood. Partitions and finishes 
generally are as in the flats, except 
that first floors are covered with 
T and G boarding. There are 
open fire-back boilers in the living- 
rooms for space heating and water 


heating. 
External colours are as follows : 
2 Facing bricks, London stocks. First 


floor rendered panel, dark blue, 
black spatter-dash finish, rubbed 
down about 48 hours after applica- 
tion. Fascias, white. Window 
frames, white, with opening light 
frames black. Porches and external 
doors in varying combinations of 
some of the following colours : 
dark red, orange-red, yellow, olive 
green, grey, black and white. 
Following is a list of nominated 





ers sub-contractors and suppliers : 
ed Sub-contractors—Basement tanking 
and felt roofing, Wm. Briggs and Sons, Tao s 
i ick: aml. oolen Gek ate, View showing flats and houses. 
lls Excel Asphalte Co., Ltd.; thermo- 
er plastic tiling, Marley Tile Co. ; lifts, 


Express Lift Co., Ltd. ; booster pumps 
he for water supply, G. N. Haden, Ltd. ; 
electrical installation, Phoenix Elec- 
trical Co. (London), Ltd.; iron stair 
balustrades, S. W. Farmer and Sons, 
Ltd.; private and access balcony 
fronts, F. A. Norris and Co., Ltd. ; 
estate lamp standards, T. W. Palmer 
(Merton Abbey), Ltd. ; iron basement 
t partitions, McLaren, Johnston and Co., 
' Ltd.; lightning conductor, W. 
Furse and Co. (London), Ltd. 
Suppliers. — Flint - lime _ bricks, 
Uxbridge Flint Brick Co., Ltd. ; 
blue engineering bricks, Stoneware, 
i Ltd. ; London stock bricks, Eastwoods, 
i Ltd. ; terrazzo precast slabs, W. B 
} Simpson and Sons, Ltd.; precast 
concrete, Girlings’ Ferro-Concrete Co., 
Ltd.; cupboard doors, John Sadd 
and Sons, Ltd. ; windows and external 
doors, Walter Lawrence and Sons, Ltd.; 
refuse chutes, Broads Mnfg. Co. ; cill 
tiles, McKenzie Brytiles, Ltd. ; metal 
windows, Crittall Mnfg. Co.: estate 
lighting reflectors, Benjamin Electric 





0. 
Plate racks, Modern Industries 
(London), Ltd. ; ironmongery, Alfred 
G. Roberts, Ltd.; prestressed con- 
crete floor joints, Costain Concrete 
Co., Ltd.; hollow clinker infilling 
floor blocks, O.B.C. Construction Co., 
Ltd. ; gas equipment and back boilers, 
North Thames Gas Board; chimney 
pots, Robinson and Dowles; kitchen 
fittings, Jayanbee Joinery, Ltd. ; 
sanitary fittings, Stitsons Sanitary 
Fittings, Ltd.; ‘‘ Stonite’’ rendered 
panels, New Floor Installations, Ltd. ; 
galvanised steel cold water storage 
tanks, Richard Thomas and Baldwins, 
Ltd.; ‘‘ Rocksil’’ insulating quilt, 
| Wm. Kenyon and Sons, Ltd. ; water 
} paint, Walpamur Co., Ltd. ; oil paint, 
Hadfields (Merton), Ltd.; rubber 
based paint, Inertol Co., Ltd. ; name- 
plates, Hills, Ltd. ; cast iron bollards, 
Mather and Smith, Ltd. 
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FLATS AND HOUSES f a a ° a d 
AT LAMBLE STREET, GROUND FLOOR PLAN a a 


i ST. PANCRAS Typical plans of terrace houses. 
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View of garage section and yard from north-east. 


AMBULANCE SUB-STATION, CROWNHILL, PLYMOUTH 


Architects 
WALLS & PEARN, AA.RIBA 


Quantity Surveyors 
SMITH & BOWL, FRICS 


Heating Consultants 
HOARE & LEA & PARTNERS 


Builders 
J. W. SPENCER, LTD. 


HE site for this ambulance sub-station (for 
Plymouth Corporation) is on a main road near 
Crownhill and adjacent to the new Whitleigh housing 
estate. There is a proposal to build a fire station on 
the adjoining site. ‘The accommodation provided in 
the two-storey block comprises, on the ground floor, 
duty room, control room, dining room, kitchen, 
locker room and boiler house, and, on the first floor, 


View from south- 
west, showing ad- 
ministrative block. 


male and female dormitories, bathrooms, and two 
lecture rooms. Behind this block is a single-storey 
section providing garage accommodation for six 
ambulances with workshop and repair facilities with 
an open concrete parking area. . 
Construction.—The walls are of cavity load-bearing 
construction with patent Transverco flooring to first 
floor. The trusses are steel with Stramit boarding 
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finished with 3-ply felt covering. 
The garage roof is of aluminium 
decking with similar finish. Exter- 
nally, the walls are facing brick up 
to first floor and _ lime-cement 
rendering above. Following is a 
list of sub-contractors and suppliers: 


Precast concrete, F. J. Moore; staircase and 
slate cills, Bow Slate and Enamel Co., Ltd. ; 
aluminium decking and felt roofing, William 
Briggs and Sons, Ltd.; ironmongery, Dryad 
Metal Works, Ltd.; steel lockers, Sankey 
Sheldon, Ltd.; heating installation and hot 
and cold water installation, Johnson and 
Baxter (Plymouth), Ltd. 

Electrical installation, W. G. Heath and 
Co., Ltd.; electrical fittings, GEC; petrol 
tank and pump, Sheli-Mex and BP, Ltd.; 
steelwork, Blight and White, Ltd. ; Transverco 
floor units, Hoare Bros. ; facing bricks, Western 
Counties Brick Co. ; hardwood blocks, Jewsons, 
Ltd. ; Thermoplastic tiles, Neuchatel Asphalte 
Co., Ltd.; sanitary goods, H. Ede and Sons, 
Ltd.; suspended ceiling, Anderson Construc- 
tion Co., Ltd.; sliding door gear, P. C. 
Henderson, Ltd. 





Interior view of garage. 
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WOODLANDS 
RIDE ESTATE, 
SOUTH ASCOT, 
BERKSHIRE 


Architect 
L. BEDDALL SMITH, ARIBA 


Builders 
LAURENCE WEAVER, LTD. 


HE Woodlands Ride Estate at 
South Ascot is a fine tract of 
country clad with pine and heather. 
It is on a site of little agricultural 
value, but is ideal for an open type of 
housing development. 

The scheme for developing the 
estate is an enterprise of Messrs. 
Laurence Weaver, Ltd., building 
contractors, of Slough, who in- 
structed the architect to lay out the 
roads and sewers and to divide 
the land into plots averaging a 
third to half an acre each. They 
instructed the architect to prepare 
designs for houses which would 
sell freehold, including road and 
legal charges, within the range of 
£3,000 to £5,000. 

The floor areas of the houses, 
exclusive of outbuildings, range from 
1,000 to 1,500 square feet. Pro- 
spective purchasers choose their 
plots and choose from the portfolio 
of about a dozen house designs. 
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Where necessary, the architect ad- 
vises upon the suitability of a design 
or will prepare a new design to 
meet a purchaser’s requirements. 
The utmost care is taken to preserve 
the amenities of the estate. No 
fences are allowed around front 
gardens, and as all the houses have 
ample outbuildings there should be 
no occasion for the addition of 
sheds, etc., in back gardens. 

The houses have a suggestion of 
Regency elegance in their design. 
The construction is ‘“‘ traditional,” 
that is to say, cavity walls of good 
brickwork, timber-joisted floors and 
timber roofs covered with pantiles. 
The ground floor is of concrete, 
finished in the reception rooms with 
polished wood blocks. 

The tiled kitchens are mostly 
equipped with stainless steel sinks 
and twin drainers, built-in Formica- 
topped cabinets, Ideal ‘‘ Autocrat ”’ 
boilers, and gas and electric cookers, 





refrigerators, and serving hatches as 
required. Every house has a tiled 
ground-floor cloakroom with low- 
level suite and washstand basin, 
and a tiled bathroom with low- 
level suite, washstand basin, heated 
towel rail and enclosed bath in 
white or colour as selected. There 
is a large heated linen cupboard. 

The outbuildings consist of a 
garage with a side door for easy 
access to the house, coal and coke 
stores, and a covered stand for the 
dustbin, etc. Every house has 
partial central heating, or full central 
heating as an extra if required, and 
washhand basins can be fitted in 
bedrooms. The roofs are insulated 
with granular vermiculite. 

The following sub-contractors 
have been engaged :— 

Roofing tiles, Crendon Concrete 
Co., Ltd., Long Crendon, Bucks ; 
roofing contractors, Chas. R. Collins, 
Ltd., Slough. 
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Building Benevolency 
THE HISTORY AND ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE BBI 


(THE Builders’ Benevolent Institution is 
now in its 108th year. Founded in 
1847 and maintained entirely by volun- 
tary contributions and bequests, the 
Institution has, during the long course of 
its existence, been the means of affording 
assistance by way of pensions or tem- 
porary relief to many hundreds of per- 
sons connected with the industry who, by 
reason of old age or illness or other mis- 
fortune, have fallen upon evil times. 

It is interesting to recall, writes a 
correspondent, that the origin of the 
Institution lies in a meeting of representa- 
tives of the various branches of the build- 
ing trade which took place on January 
27, 1847, at the King Alfred Tavern, 
Lisson-grove, St. Marylebone. The meet- 
ing was convened by a Mr. Thomas 
Cozens, stonemason, of Lisson-grove, for 
the purpose of forming an association 
“for the relief of decayed Masters con- 
nected with the different branches of the 
Building Trades.” Subsequently, a per- 
manent management committee was 
formed and trustees were appointed, and 
the meetings were transferred to the Free- 
masons’ Tavern, Great Queen - street, 
Lincoln’s Inn Fields. There a_ public 
meeting was held on July 19, 1847, when 
a Mr. Hugh Biers, a builder of Edgware- 
road, was elected to the chair and became 
the first of a long line of presidents, 
many of whom, such as Mr. William 
Cubitt, MP, bore names which were illus- 
trious within the industry and outside it. 


THE ANNUAL DINNER 


In those early days it was the practice 
to augment the funds of the Institution 
by holding a ball every winter as well as 
an annual dinner. The latter custom still 
continues to the present day, and the 
event is one of the most important 
functions in the industry. The vast differ- 
ence between the conditions ruling in 
those spacious days and our own is 
exemplified by the particulars extracted 
from the Institution’s records of an anni- 
versary dinner held at the Freemasons’ 
Tavern in July, 1848, ““when some 160 
gentlemen dined at a cost of 19s. per 
head, for which they enjoyed Soups, Fish, 
Meat, Poultry, Vegetables in Season, two 
fires of Champagne, Port and Sherry ad 


lib., Coffee or Tea, Mineral Waters, etc., 
and 30 ladies in the Gallery for 3s. 6d. 
were provided with Cold Viands, Wine 
and Mineral Waters, Coffee or Tea.” 


The attendance book which commenced 
with a meeting on June 4, 1849, is still 
in use for meetings of the management 
committee, and this one volume consti- 
tutes a notable record of the signatures 
of eminent members of the building 
industry in London for over 100 years. 


Another interesting fact is that one of 
the original objects of the Institution has 
only in recent years been realised. At 
the public meeting in 1847 previously 
mentioned, it was resolved to raise, in 
addition to a relief fund, “an Asylum 
otherwise Almonshouses Fund, a meet- 
ing to be called when this fund has 
reached £5,000 to consider the expediency 
of carrying out the Scheme.” Although 
at various times land was inspected with 
a view to purchase as a site for the alms- 
houses, it appears that the funds in hand 
were insufficient to enable the scheme to 
proceed, and finally, in May, 1875, a 
special meeting resolved that the moneys 
standing to the credit of the building fund 
— be transferred to the general relief 
und. 


VACANCIES FOR OLD PEOPLE 


The project was not, however, lost 
sight of, and in 1950 the Institution 
decided to establish a home for elderly 
pensioners. For this purpose there was 
acquired a property known as The 
Orangery, St. Margarets, situated close to 
Richmond and the River Thames and 
convenient of access from all parts of 
London. The house, which has a pleasant 
garden, was reconditioned and furnished 
and, with a competent matron in charge, 
every effort is made to provide a happy 
and comfortable retreat for old people, 
in which there are still a few vacancies. 
The accompanying photographs give 
some idea of the home and the facilities 
provided. 

The management committee desire to 
give the widest possible publicity to the 
activities of the Institution and will wel- 
come not only donations to assist in meet- 
ing the mounting costs of the charitable 
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work which is being undertaken, but also 
particulars of cases of hardship which 
appear to merit consideration for benefit 
under the rules. In this connection it 
should be noted that, although the Inst, 
tution was founded in London and its 
funds have been built up largely through 
the efforts of London builders, its charit- 
able activities are not confined to the 
London region, and the committee will 
be pleased to give consideration to cases 
reported from any part of the country. 

The president of the Institution is Mr. 
Frank Taylor (Taylor Woodrow, Ltd.) 
and the hon. treasurer Mr. H. J. Falkus 
(Falkus Bros., Ltd.). The trustees are 
Mr. H. J. Falkus, Mr. B. C. Aldous (F, 
and H. F. Higgs, Ltd.) and Major R. J. 
Holliday (Holliday and Greenwood, Ltd.). 

Inquiries and donations should be for- 
warded to the Secretary, at the Institu- 
tion’s offices at 47, Bedford-square, Lon- 
don, WC1. 


REBUILDING THE CITY 
Air Raid Shelters in New Buildings 


A CIVIL DEFENCE control centre and 
shelters have been incorporated in the new 
office block at Guildhall, Mr. A. W. Last, 
chairman of the Civil Defence Committee, 
stated on November 18 at a meeting of the 
Common Council. He was replying to 
Captain A. Instone, who asked whether pro- 
tection against radioactivity was being pro- 
vided in shelters in new buildings going up 
in the City of London. 

Mr. Last said that many private developers 
had provided shelters and the corporation 
officers were helping builders and architects 
with information on other aspects of de- 
fence arrangements. Further action would 
be ill-advised until the result of the study 
of technical and other problems referred 
to by the Home Secretary in the House of 
Commons on July 5 was known. 

On the recommendation of the Library 
Committee, the court approved the scheme 
for housing part of the Guildhall Museum 
at the Royal Exchange. 


TROPICAL ARCHITECTURE 

A limited number of copies are now avail- 
able of a report on the Proceedings of the 
Conference on Tropical Architecture held 
at University College, London, in March, 


1953. Copies, price 32s., from __ the 
publishers, Messrs. George Allen and 
Unwin, Ruskin House, Museum-street, 
WCl. 


Two views of the Orangery, the Builders’ Benevolent Institution’s home for elderly pensioners at St. Margarets. 
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Architects: ALAN W. PIPE & SONS 
Contractors: A. E. SYMES LTD. 


The illustration shows the Draughting Hall at W. J. Fraser 


& Company, Ltd. the Chemical Engineers’ new Offices, Harold 
Hill, Essex. Altro Flooring is also laid in the administrative 


office areas and corridors. 


ao ALTRO 


a 3 HEAVY DUTY FLOORING 


25 yards long, 
in eleven nonslip, chemical proof, wear resisting 


plain colours. 


Write to me for Adamite Bulletin No. 1 with copy of official tests. 


Gel Loo 


THE ADAMITE COMPANY LIMITED, Manfield House, Strand, London, W.C. 2. TEMple Bar 6233/6 
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News of the Week 


COLLEGE EXHIBITION 


(LOSER ties between the student- 

training of the Birmingham College 
of Arts and Crafts and Midland industry 
are reflected in an exhibition which 
opened recently of work from the central 
and branch schools of the college, which 


invites comparison with the achievements P 


of master craftsmen by being held in the 
city’s art gallery. ; 

The School of Architecture has a 
gallery to itself, and drawings, sketches 
and models illustrate the most successful 
year in its history. With some results 


istill to come, it has won the Pugin 


Studentship (C. S. Rowberry), for the best 
set of measured drawings, the Hunt 
Bursary (E. Lloyd Hughes), for the best 
set of drawings showing knowledge of 


Phousing and town planning, and the 


Archibald Dawnay Prize (C. E. Hanley), 
for the best set of working drawings by 
a third-year student. 

It has provided three finalists in the 
Victory Scholarship, which has not yet 
been decided, and two finalists in the 
“ Architects’ Journal ” competition. 


ST. PAUL’S CATHEDRAL FUND 


LAUNCHED a month ago to raise 
£400,000 for immediate capital expendi- 
ture and in addition £20,000 a year 
continuing income for maintenance, the 
St. Paul’s Cathedral Campaign has 
reached a total of £200,000, which figure 
includes expectations under seven-year 
ovenants. Announcing this the Dean of 
St. Paul’s, the Very Rev. W. R. Matthews, 
said: “This is a very encouraging 
beginning. We still have to write to 
any others, but the response from the 
sreat corporations and institutions which 
have been approached is extraordinarily 
penerous.” 


ECTURES FOR CHILDREN 


Two informal lectures for boys and 
girls will be given at the RIBA during 
he Christmas holidays by Mr. Basil 
Spence, OBE, ARA, ARSA, FRIBA. 
he subject of the lectures will be 
‘Coventry Cathedral—The Birth and 

rowth of the Idea.” They will be illus- 
rated by lantern slides and will be fol- 
owed by questions and discussion. _ 

The lectures are designed for children 
of 13 years of age and upwards and are 
0 be given at 66, Portland-place, W1, at 
3 p.m. on December 31 and January 3. 
ickets for both or either of the lectures 

ay be obtained free on application to 
the secretary, RIBA. Envelopes should 
be marked “Christmas Holiday Lec- 

tes” in the top left-hand corner. 


RURAL DISTRICT HOUSING 

Some of the housing problems experi- 
nced by a rural district council, such as 
he closing of camps, the housing of 
nsatisfactory applicants, and rents, etc., 
will be dealt with in a talk by Mr. 
A. H. W. Oliver, chairman of the housing 
ommittee of Wokingham RDC, at the 
ousing Centre, Suffolk-street, SW1, on 
ovember 30. Mrs. F. Clare Spurgin, 
P, of the North Cotswold RDC, will 
reside at the meeting. 


PICCADILLY WIDENING 


THE WIDENING of Piccadilly between 
iccadilly-place and Sackville-street is 
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recommended by the LCC town planning 
committee. They propose that the work 
should be carried out towards the end of 
1955 and early in 1956, as building opera- 
tions on neighbouring sites make it most 
convenient. The estimated cost of 
acquisition and works is £28,900. 


BROAD WALK TREES 


THE young beech trees that were 
lanted on each side of the Broad Walk 
in Kensington Gardens last spring have 
been pulled up. They will be replaced by 
lime trees. 

The beeches were planted after the old 
elms of the Broad Walk had been felled 
at the end of last year. They did not 
flourish and as they were imported from 
Holland, it is thought possible that they 
dried out too much before being planted. 


GRAVE LACK OF STUDENTS 


CANTERBURY education authorities 
have expressed grave concern at the 
shortage of architectural students in 
Kent. Recruitment at Canterbury Art 
College, instead of covering most of the 
county as was intended, has become 
purely local, and it is understood that it 
is becoming difficult to justify the reten- 
tion of staff. Canterbury’s divisional 
education officer, Mr. Norman Polmear, 
is to discuss the matter at county level. 


COVENTRY VACANCY 

COVENTRY CORPORATION invite appli- 
cations by December 11 for the post of 
City Architect and Planning Officer, at 
a salary of £2,200 rising to £2,450. 
Details advertised elsewhere in _ this 
issue. ; 


MALL DECORATIONS FOR SALE 
THE Ministry of Works announces that 
the 50 decorative shields erected in the 
Mall for the return of the Queen from 
her Commonwealth tour last May are 
available for sale. The shields can be 
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inspected at the Ministry’s store, 175, 
North Circular-road, NW10, until 
December 10, 


JOB PRESIDENT’S LUNCHEON 


Mr. F. LesLie WALLIs, OBE, JP, presi- 
dent of the Institute of Builders, enter- 
tained the officers of the Institute and of 
the National Federation of Building 
Trades Employers to luncheon at the 
Kingsley Hotel, London, on Tuesday, 
November 16. 


PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Mr. FREDERICK T. ORMAN, TD, FRIBA, Fas taken 
into partnership Mr. Hucu C. S. Workman, ARIBA. 
The practice will continue as previously under the 
style of Messrs. Orman & Partners, chartered archi- 
tects, 106, Higt-street, Guildford (tel.: 67864 and 
2403). The associate practice of Messrs. Orman 
& Warren will continue as previously from 7, Glad- 
stone-street, Nicosia, Cyprus, under the direction of 
Mr. Damon Warren, ARIBA, resident partner. 


Mr. ERNEST W. Hayson, FRIBA, chartered archi- 
tect, has resigned his appointment as Regional 
Architect with the Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government to begin private practice at Solihull. 
His temporary address is ‘‘ Overdale,”” 108, Station- 
road, Knowle, Warwickshire (tel.: Knowle 2105). 
where he will be pleased to receive trade catalogues. 


FROM “THE BUILDER” OF 1854 
Saturday, November 25, 1854 


Harrow.—It would not be altogether 
out of place to call the attention of 
capitalists and builders, through the 
medium of your useful paper, to the 
favourable opportunity there is at this 
place for investment, with every chance 
of a good return. Houses of every 
description are much in demand in this 
locality, consequent chiefly on the 
healthfulness' of the situation, its 
proximity to the metropolis, the advan- 
tages to be derived from Harrow School, 
and also the privilege offered by the 
London and North Western Railway 
Company, viz., a free first-class pass to 
and from London for 11 years to resi- 
dents of new houses worth £50 a year.— 

PROGRESS. 








DEMONSTRATION HOUSES AT CANTERBURY.—A general view of 
some of the demonstration low-cost houses at Canterbury which were opened by 
Mr. William Deedes, Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government, last week. A detailed description of the houses, with plans and elevations 
of the four types constructed, was given in our last issue. The houses shown above 
are in York-road, Canterbury, and were built by Messrs. G. Lewis and Sons (Dover), 


Ltd. The Canterbury City Architect is 


Mr. L. Hugh Wilson, OBE, ARIBA. 





SOCIETIES 
RICS 
Quantity Surveyors’ Annual Dinner 


EARLY a thousand members and 
guests were present at Grosvenor 
House, London, W1, on November 16 at the 
annual dinner of the Chartered Quantity 
Surveyors’ Committee of the RICS, which 
this year marked the Golden Jubilee of the 
formation of the Committee. Mr. G. P. 
Vale, chairman of the Quantity Surveyors’ 
Committee, presided and the toast of “ Our 
Guests” was proposed by Mr. G. D. Wal- 
ford, member of the Committee. The 
responses were made by Mr. Nigel Birch, 
Minister of Works, and the Rt. Rev. G. H. 
Warde, the Lord Bishop Suffragan of 
Lewes. 

Mr. Bircu said that he, as the new 
Minister of Works, had taken over the prin- 
cipalship of the largest firm of quantity sur- 
veyors in the country, and he thought that 
none of them present could vie with him 
in the numbers of quantity surveyors they 
employed! 

The Minister said that now the Govern- 
ment had given the building industry the 
freedom that it needed he hoped that we 
should not get a “glut of building done 
without any forethought and with lack of 
planning.” He hoped, in fact, that they 
would now go forward with more time for 
preplanning for architects and for builders. 
He thought that they would prove the sound- 
ness of tendering procedure in the building 
industry in this country, and prove that 
America was extraordinarily out of date in 
the matter of tendering procedure. 

What were the problems of the building 
industry to-day? The abolition of licensing 
had meant that the limiting factor in the 
prosperity of the industry, leaving aside for 
the moment aesthetic standards, was simply 
the efficiency of the industry as a whole and 
its ability to produce buildings at a cost 
that the owner was prepared to pay. This 
might be termed “rationing by the purse,” 
but then were we not all rationed by the 
purse? 

In this task of keeping down costs 
quantity surveyors had a very big part to 
play, the Minister added. The Government 
wanted to keep building at a very high and 
stable level, but this could not be done unless 
the industry was efficient. 


Among those present were: Cllr. J. Gordon Els- 
werthy, Mr. C. H. Aslin, Mr. Charles P. Bowyer, 
Sir Harold Emmerson, Sir Charles Mole, Mr. F. 
Leslie Wallis, Mr. Jamies H. Mills, Mr. George W. 
renee Sir George Burt, Mr. P. Cc: Ford, Mr. 


J. Holloway. 
PM. Sydney Tatchell, Mr. W. W. Sapcote, Maj.- 
Swan, Sir 


Gen. J. C. Walkey, r ay -Gen. D. C. T. 
George Fretwell, Mr. F. Wilkinson. 
Mr. H. G. Tyei-Eyars, Mr. W. Pog oe. Mr. 
Henry Wells, Mr. Guy. Biscoe, Mr. E. Thomas, 
“ C. D. Spragg, Brigadier A. H. Kullick Mr. 
S. F. S. Hearder, Sir Richard Coppock. 


ESSEX, CAMBS AND HERTS 
SOCIETY OF ARCHITECTS 


“ Mistress of the Arts” 


THE ANNUAL DINNER and dance of the 
Essex, Cambridge and Hertfordshire. Society 
of Architects took place on November 17 
at the Abercorn Rooms, Great Eastern 
Hotel, London. The chair was taken by 
Mr. H. Mileson, FRIBA, president of the 
Society, and the principal guest was Mr. 
C. H. Aslin, CBE, president, Royal Institute 
of British Architects. 


In proposing the toast of “The RIBA 
and Allied Societies,’ MR. MILESON 
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reminded the guests of the world-wide 
influence of the British architect. “ We are 
just emerging from the aftermath of the 
second major war to upset our peaceful 
development,” he said. ‘“ Whether there has 
been peace or whether there has been war, 
architecture as the Mistress of the Arts has 
faithfully portrayed the life of its age. We 
can best see this if we look back into history 
and see how architects portrayed triumph 
by triumphal arches, pleasure by stadia, 
peaceful development by palaces, religious 
uplift by cathedrals and a love of home by 
houses. 

“ Throughout the last 120 years,” he con- 
tinued, “the Institute has carried out its 
endeavours for the general advancement of 
civil architecture. In thinking of the 
Institute we should also think well of those 
smaller committees too numerous to recite 
who maintain the finest architectural library 
in the world, keep us in touch with scientists 
and specialists in town planning, supervise 
our professional conduct and see that we 
shall not be unfairly treated.” 

In responding to the toast, Mr. C. H. 
ASLIN spoke of the RIBA’s aims and func- 
tion, and of the many societies with which 
it was connected. The thousands of indi- 
viduals and many local societies which went 
to make up the RIBA were constantly 
setting the question: What was the RIBA 
doing for them? He could assure them 
that the Central Body was continually 
bearing their interests in mind. Their future 
prosperity was its main consideration, and 
its chief aim in all matters was to try to 
do what its members wanted. 

Brigadier G. Shenstone, CBE, JP, FRIBA, 
proposed a toast to “Our Guests,” 
was responded to by the Lord Bishop of 
Barking. An inlaid fruit bowl which had 
been made by a member of the Society was 
then presented by the hon. secretary, Mr. R. 
Owen Vine, ARIBA, to Mrs. C. H. Aslin, 
who expressed her pleasure at being given 
such an unexpected and charming gift. 


NOTTS, DERBY AND LINCS 
SOCIETY OF ARCHITECTS 


Annual Dinner 


THE ANNUAL DINNER of the Nottingham, 
Derby and Lincoln Society of Architects was 
held recently at the Welbeck Hotel, Notting- 
ham. Mr. F. H. Cross.ey, president, pro- 
posed the toast of the “ Royal Institute of 
British Architects and allied societies.” He 
said it was time architects began to blow 
their own trumpet. He was astounded at 
how little the public seemed to know about 
their work. ‘They seemed to think that 
buildings are stamped out, are produced like 
sausages out of a machine,” he said. “ They 
must be taught to value dignified buildings, 
well-proportioned streets and open spaces.” 

Mr. C. B. ASsLIn, CBE, president of the 
RIBA, said in his response, that if local 
authorities allowed the architects to pick 
their contractors right at the beginning they 
would get good buildings at a lower price 
than they did at present. 


IAAS 
Chapter’s First Meeting 


THE FIRST MEETING of the newly formed 
Kent Chapter of the Wealden Branch of the 
Incorporated Association of Architects and 
Surveyors, was held at the Culverden Arms, 
Tonbridge, on November 17, with Mr. 
R. E. J. Harding, chairman of the branch, 
presiding. 


which s 
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The business conducted was mainly the 
election of the first Chapter committee anj 
Mr. D. E. Keene, housing manager of the 
Tonbridge Urban District Council, 
acting secretary, was confirmed in that office, 
Mr. J. McLaren was elected chairman with 
Mr. W. G. Standish as vice-chairman. 

It was agreed that Chapter mecting 
should be held bi-monthly and a programne 
is to be prepared accordingly. 
ing already arranged for the New Year 4 
paper on “ Heat and Sound Insulation ” yijjj 
be given by the newly elected chairman. 


INSTITUTE OF BUILDERS 
Examination Successes 
THE FOLLOWING CANDIDATES were success- 
ful in the Institute of Builders’ Licentiate and 
Associate Diploma examinations held earlier 
this year. 


Associate Diploma tater a ag — 


. J. Abet, J. P. Bock, W. J. Bullen, S. W. 
R. R. Hedges, W. naa § | me 
Wright. 
Licentiate Dipl E. tion Successes:— 
w. J. Adair, D. W. es A. 
Auburn, C. G. Austin, H. Banks, M. 
M. E. Bartlett, G. R. Bleach, 
Cheshire, M. J. Chilcott, D. Ww. 
G. Cookson, F. Cripps, F. O. Crompton, D. J. H, 
Crowch, M. Crump, J. A. d’Auriol, J. P. Dean, 
M. H. Dowd, R. P. Dry, B. N. Ducat. 
K. W. Edwards, E. B. 5 ei S. R. Ellison, R. G. 
Falconer, G. E. eee J. S. Fowler, H. J. 
D. Freeman, yi a Fie Sky A. C 
; oe oe Fianna, K. Hargreaves, K. D. 
Hewlett, Ss. Ali, C. A. Hopgood, R. C. 
E. R. Hubbard, R. ‘Hughes, G. 
WwW Jales, W. E. James, D. 
Knight, A. W. L. Leaver, G. 
D1. Leos: D RB: G. 
J. McClelland, D. H. S. se lg 
Manktelow, hy iiS. ag R. Mee, H. Moffat, 
T. J. R. Moore, R. 
Ottway. 





J. Pilkington, D. C. Pinn, H. A. Price, W. D. Price, 
D. Quickenden, D. D. Radden, R. F. Rands, H. 
Richmond, D. Robinson. 

J. Sanderson, K. Saunders, R. Settle, J. A. 
Sharp, M. R. Simmonds, J. 

J. R. Smale, C. B. ~~, ee 

J. B. K. Smith, K. ith, R. W. Smith, 
Smith, E. Spencer, E, * Stewart, E. Sutcliffe, D. A 
Swan, N. A. Thornton, J. A. Tite, C, H. Tucker, 
F. D. Turner, A. Walton, J. C. Watts, S. Whalley, 
A. O. Williams, A. Wish, C. W. Young. 


“IMPROVING SURROUNDINGS’ 
Industrial Welfare Society's Luncheon} 


SPEAKING at a “ New Thinking ” Luncheon 


that there were many industries which, by 
their very nature, could not help making: 
mess. They should not be blamed, provided 
that they did their best to clear it up whe 
they had finished. In spite of efforts maé 
by some responsible industries to clear up 
after their operations, there was still 1 
tendency to believe that “ where there’ 
muck there’s money.” 

Ugliness was a symptom of disorder, ani 
disorder meant lack of thought. But no ir 
dustry in the competitive world of to-day 
could afford the lack of thought which wa 
symbolised by such ugliness and disorde. 
Too few people cared what their surroun¢ 
ings looked like. They might take troubl 
with their homes but they did not bother 


about the place where they are going of 


spend most of their time. The real reason 
were indifference, ignorance and fear. 

One should not be frightened of makin 
mistakes. It was always possible to expet- 
ment with colour and so on, provided om 
was neither indifferent to nor ignorant o 
what was going on in the world of att 
The first rule was to use one’s own eyes, atl 
never to trust other people’s observations 
Another was to either employ people or # 
for advice to those who have been train¢d 
to use their eyes. They would do the jo 
properly. 
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Write to us for a free sample of FEBMIX ADMIX and carry out the following 
two mix test— 


incheon) MIX No. 1: PREPARE THE MORTAR MIX YOU NORMALLY USE 
uncheor FOR BRICKLAYING AND PLASTERING WORK. 














ie MIX No. 2: PREPARE A MIX COMPOSED OF 6 PARTS SAND 
hich, TO 1 PART CEMENT PLUS FEBMIX ADMIX. 
> aa You will find that Mix No. 2 will spread better and faster, that it ‘hangs together’ 
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well and adheres; firmly. It will resist rain penetration and frost attack, and is not 
prone to cracking and crazing—it will also cut your building costs—each one 
gallon of FEBMIX ADMIX costing 7/- saves 800 Ib. of lime or 8 cwt. of cement. 


IT PAYS TO USE 


FEBMIX ADMIX [ema 
MASONRY MORTAR 
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ALBANY ROAD, CHORLTON-CUM-HARDY 


102, KENSINGTON HIGH STREET 
MANCHESTER, 21. CHO. 1063 
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FINE BUILDINGS::-: 


Everywhere these days you can see really 
fine buildings—attractively designed 

and really well-built. Such a building 

is illustrated below— 

Popham House, Home for the Blind, 
Wellington. 

For the County of Somerset. 


County Architect: R. O. Harris, F.R.I.B.A. 
Assistant Architect: D. J. Simpson, 
A.R.LB.A. 


Contractors : H. Hoskings Ltd., 
Langport. 

... and, of course, with FINLOCK 
GUTTERS—chosen from the viewpoint 
of efficiency, attractive appearance 

and economy. Modern architects 
specify FINLOCK—there are so many 
reasons for doing so. 


FINLOCK 








SERVICE 














ESTIMATING 














DELIVERIES 











GUTTERS LTD. 


Head Office: FINLOCK HOUSE, 25 FRANT ROAD, TUNBRIDGE WELLS, KENT 
Telephone : Tunbridge Wells 3396/9 


Free assistance available on 
any site. 


We take off quantities and are 
completely responsible for 
seeing that correct goods arrive 
on site at stated time. 


Our. transport covers the 
British Isles with a 24-hour 
Service. 


We deliver to all parts of England, Scotland, Wales and N. Ireland. 


Works at: Southborough, Kent ; Royston, Herts ; Cwmbran, S. Wales ; Crewkerne, Somerset ; Leeds, Yorks; 
Wakefield, Yorks ; Musselburgh, Scotland; Belfast, N. Ireland. 
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The Local Government Architect 


A PUBLIC WORKS 


AT the Public Works and Municipal 
+™ Services Congress held in conjunc- 
tion with the recent Exhibition at 
Olympia, London, a paper was given on 
November 16 by Mr. L. C, Howrrtrt, 
FRIBA, MTPI, Manchester City Archi- 
tect and president, City’ and Borough 
Architects’ Society, on “ The Architect in 
Local Government Service.” We take the 
following extracts from his paper :— 

The architect is unlike some of his col- 
jeagues in other professions in the local 
government service in that, apart from 
points of procedure, he performs the 
same functions whether he practises in 
private or public practice, and his train- 
ing is identical; a large proportion have 
experience in both fields. Whilst they 
recognise that their primary loyalty is to 
their employers, they are architects first 
and foremost and municipal officers only 
because they have chosen to practise their 
art in the service of a local authority. 
And that choice has probably been more 
due to the acceptance of what is imme- 
diately practicable than to any distaste for 
the position of a principal in private 
practice. 

The scheme introduced by the Govern- 
ment at the end of the 1914-18 war 
whereby ex-servicemen of an appropriate 
standard of general education, whose 
careers had been interrupted by war ser- 
vice, were given grants for fees and 
maintenance to enable them to attend 
these schools of architecture, proved to 


have had a great influence on the future 


of official architecture. The creation of 
new city and borough architects’ depart- 
ments and the expansion of those already 
established created a demand for skilled 
architects which was largely filled by 
these ex-service graduates of mature 
years and their successors at the univer- 
sities. They found in the architectural 
offices of local authorities and central 
government plenty of scope for the prac- 
tical development of their talents, and 
their work reflected not only the high 
standards of design they had learned at 
the schools, but also the traditionalism 
which was the current fashion in their 
student days. The movement towards a 
contemporary expression was already 
making headway in private building and 
receiving the approbation of the critics, 
whose approval of the neo-Georgian pro- 
ducts of official architectural departments 
began to be qualified by regret that a 
style which could safely be assured of 
general acceptance had not been displaced 
in favour of a more adventurous essay 
in line with the new philosophy of design. 
Nevertheless, the work of official archi- 
tects was generally acknowledged as 
inferior to none, and service in a public 
architectural department attracted a 
goodly proportion of the best young 
architects turned out by the schools. 


CONTEMPORARY DESIGN 


When building was resumed at the end 
of the Second World War, the emphasis 
on economy and the shortages of skilled 
labour and materials made simplicity an 
essential virtue, and circumstances were 
ripe for the full acceptance of the con- 
temporary manner. The architects re- 
cruited to expand existing departments 
and to establish new ones were trained 
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in that method of approach, and it was 
particularly appropriate to the design of 
the new schools and factories which 
shared priority with housing. The South 
Bank Exhibition in the 1951 Festival of 
Britain greatly influenced public taste in 
that direction. 

No longer can the architectural critic 
criticise official architects for “ playing 
safe” in their designs, for the reverse is 
true, and their work is no less adven- 
turous and in no sense inferior to the 
creations of their colleagues in private 
practice. The official architect now 
stands high in his profession not only 
because of numbers, but through the 
quality of his work. The two groups, 
whose main difference is in the manner 
in which they are remunerated, are com- 
plementary and of one purpose architec- 
turally. 


RECRUITMENT METHODS 


In the local government architectural 
department, while the conditions of ser- 
vice laid down by the National Joint 
Council make generous provision for the 
training of juniors, it would be quite 
impossible to rely on this method of 
producing architects from junior entrants 
within the department without detriment 
to the high standards of architectural 
design now achieved, and the numbers 
recruited as fully-trained and qualified 
architects must be greatly in excess of 
those who have been promoted from the 
junior ranks, especially in the populous 
areas where there are recognised schools 
of architecture. Articled pupilage in the 
local government architect’s office is 
practically extinct, In_ effect, the 
achievement of professional qualifica- 
tion is, of course, only one stage in the 
education of the architect which is a 
continuous process until the day when he 
finally lays down his pencil; and, inciden- 
tally, that time cannot be connected with 
a retiring age, for few architects cease 
practising until they are physically in- 
capable of carrying on any longer, and 
the compulsory retirement of an official 
architect is frequently the prelude to his 
entry into private practice. 

As in private practice, the normal 
function of the architect in local govern- 
ment is to take his clients’ instructions— 
in this case the instructions of a com- 
mittee or departmental chief—to prepare 
designs appropriate to the site selected 
on his advice, to make esimates of cost 
and in due course to prepare drawings 
and specifications for the purpose of 
obtaining tenders; to advise on tenders, 
supervise the erection of the building, 
issue interim and final certificates for pay- 
ment to the contractors, and to ensure the 
due performance of the contract. In 
administering the building contract he is 
the agent of his client, but in certifying 
payments he has a quasi-judicial respon- 
sibility to judge fairly in the interests of 
both client and builder. 

In carrying out these functions the 
architect may require the services of a 
quantity surveyor to prepare the bills of 
quantities, value executed work and 
negotiate and recommend final settle- 
ments; of “building engineers” (as 
distinct from municipal engineers) to 
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design structural steelwork and _ rein- 
forced concrete, heating and ventilation 
systems and electrical installations. All 
these partners in the building team are 
engaged upon the materialisation of the 
architect’s conception as expressed in his 
drawings and specifications, and by tradi- 
tion and long-established practice they 
are accustomed to work in that relation- 
ship to the architect and to be associated 
together under his leadership. 

Where the architect acting for a local 
authority is a private practitioner, con- 
sultants in some or all of these allied 
professions will be engaged upon his 
recommendation according to the size and 
nature of the building. The same proce- 
dure may be followed where the 
authority's architectural department is 
small and the need for such specialists is 
not continuous enough to justify the 
appointment of suitably-qualified staff, 
but the truly comprehensive architect’s 
department will contain representatives 
of all these professions within its own 
organisation. Whether the essential ser- 
vices of the architect are provided by 
private practitioners or by an official 
architect’s department, the proper dis- 
charge of his vitally important functions 
demands that he must be in independent 
control and be the co-ordinator of all the 
building specialist services. 

Where ro volume of building work is 
continuous the employment of salaried 
architectural staff under an architect chief 
officer is economically sound: 

It is the experience of county, city and 
borough architects’ departments that, 
allowing for all overhead expenses such 
as a private architect would have to bear 
—rent and rates, service charges, clerical 
staff costs, printing, stationery, advertis- 
ing, telephones, office equipment and all 
other sundries—the cost of equal profes- 
sional services by an official department 
should not exceed two thirds of the cost 
of the same services rendered by private 
practitioners. 

Indeed, one main justification for the 
employment of salaried architects is this 
saving in cost, and similar economic 
motives have actuated the great banking, 
commercial and industrial firms in estab- 
lishing their own architects’ departments. 

The very high responsibility inherent in 
the proper discharge of the functions of 
local authority architects’ departments 
demands an equally high status in the 
chief officer who has to exercise it. If the 
architectural staff are subservient to a 
chief officer of another profession, in 
whose name they act, that officer cannot 
speak with authority on a subject in which 
he is unqualified, however skilled he may 
be in his own profession; neither can he 
make any contribution to their work by 
informed criticism or advice, or inspire 
the enthusiasm that can be encouraged by 
a principal of their own calling. 


DEPARTMENTAL DUTIES 


When the fullest advantage is taken of 
the inclusion of an architect’s department 
in a local authority organisation, its 
duties stretch beyond the services con- 
cerned with the design of individual build- 
ings and have regard to the professional 
and technical resources available within 
the department to undertake other func- 
tions concerned with buildings and their 
environment. Viewed broadly, the legiti- 
mate field of the local authority archi- 
tect’s department comprises all functions 
concerned with the siting, the design and 
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construction, and the maintenance of 
buildings. Maintenance repairs and re- 
decoration may be undertaken by private 
contractors or the council’s own building 
tradesmen, but their direction and control 
by the architect is a logical extension of 
his responsibility for building work in 
new construction. Architectural con- 
siderations are safeguarded, colour 
schemes are in proper hands and first- 
hand experience is gained in_ the 
behaviour of materials and finishes by 
those responsible for their specification, 
and appropriate action is taken. 

Some authorities have recognised that it 
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is appropriate that the architect should 
also be responsible for the administration 
of their building by-laws and local and 
other Acts concerned with buildings. The 
Architect to the London County Council 
and a number of city and borough archi- 
tects are also the planning officers to 
their authorities; in other areas where 
there is a separate planning department 
the basic qualification of the chief officer 
is frequently that of an architect. In 
almost every case where there is a city or 
borough architect who is not the planning 
officer, he is held responsible for the 
architectural aspects of town planning. 





Car Parking in Central Areas 


A PAPER AT THE PUBLIC WORKS AND MUNICIPAL 
SERVICES CONGRESS 


A PAPER on “ Car Parking in Central 

Areas” was given by Mr. C. D. 
BUCHANAN, BSc, ARIBA, MTPI, 
AMICE, at the Public Works and Muni- 
cipal Services Congress, held at Olympia, 
London, last week. The paper was given 
under the auspices of the Town Planning 
Institute, with Sir George Pepler, CB, 
P-PTPI, in the chair. In the course of 
his remarks Mr. Buchanan said that 
there was one matter requiring sorting 
out above all others on the subject of 
car parking: to decide where the res- 
ponsibility for providing and paying for 
car parks should really lie. We take the 
following extracts from his remarks. Mr. 
Buchanan said: 

I once heard town planning described 
as the art of trying to make life tolerable 
in spite of the motor-car—a remark 
which aptly summarises the difficulties 
this brilliant invention has brought in its 
train. By “coping with the motor-car,” 
I mean the possibilities of redesigning 
and reconstructing our roads and build- 
ings in such a way that we extract every- 
thing there is to be had from the motor 
—that is to exploit its speed, manceuvr- 
ability, and extraordinary capacity to act 
as a means of personal, individual, door- 
to-door transport, whilst at the same time 
ensuring that it does not become, or re- 
main, an unmitigated nuisance in other 
ways, particularty in its capacity for 
dealing out death and injury, noise, smell 
and fumes. 

A problem that has always fascinated 
me is to consider what sort of city would 
be produced if we could start entirely 
afresh on a clear site, with motor trans- 
pe as one of the main design factors to 

e taken into account. I think the result 
would be a city in which there would be, 
at the least, a complete separation be- 
tween the pedestrian and vehicle circula- 
tions by ee them at different phy- 
sical levels. The vehicles generally would 
circulate at ground level and the pedes- 
trians at first-floor level. Other segrega- 
tions might be necessary between through 
and local traffic, for instance, or between 
goods and Pe vehicles, and in 
arder to deal with the intersection prob- 
lem. It would all be highly complicated 
and vastly expensive, but I think there is 
little doubt that a city centre could be de- 
signed not only to cope with but deliber- 
ately to cater for the motor vehicle as 
the principal means of transport, and 
that it could function with high efficiency. 





When it comes to places like London, 
however, there are clearly enormous 
difficulties in coping with the motor-car. 
It might be said there are both practical 
and sentimental difficulties. Take, for 
example, that great London highway, 
Oxford-street, fascinating for all the 
SS. it contains in an acute and 

affling form. No one could say that the 
motor-car is exploited to the full in this 
street with its traffic jams, delays, 
exasperations and accidents, but coupled 
with them are its immense general pros- 
perity and popularity. I think it is just 
possible to visualise a solution for this 
street whereby the whole of the pedes- 
trian circulation would be transferred to 
first-floor level on wide footways canti- 
levered out from the buildings, with light 
cross-bridges at intervals. Pedestrians 
would be escalatored up to the footways 
from the bus stopping places, shop win- 
dow displays would be transferred to 
first-floor level, and the ground floors of 
buildings opened up to parking and 
goods delivery. It is, however, a scheme 
verging on a fantasy. Perhaps it is slightly 
less fantastic than, say, threading a paral- 
lel relief road through to the north or 
south of Oxford-street, but, nevertheless, 
with the obvious practical difficulties it 
would present, it is difficult to think of it 
as a Starter. 


SENTIMENTAL DIFFICULTIES 


Then, of course, there would be the 
sentimental difficulties. Oxford-street 
may not be judged a beautiful street by 
many people, but it might be judged a 
good deal less beautiful if the big stores 
were suddenly to appear as —— 
sprouting up at the first floor. And the 
extension of this principle to other parts 
of London would play havoc with all 
manner of things we value or are accus- 
tomed to. Generally speaking, the idea 
of a clear ground-level setting for build- 
ings would disappear, there would be two 
main levels in future, and the effects on 
existing valuable and irreplaceable build- 
ings would be disastrous. 

So there are these two sets of difficul- 
ties, practical and sentimental, and they 
seem so great that one is tempted to ask 
whether the real solution might not lie 
in the opposite direction, that is in not 
trying to cope with the motor-car at all, 
or at any rate coping with it to a limited 
extent only. I think it is at least on the 
cards that we may have to admit to 
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traffic and parking problems being to 
some extent insoluble except by a pro- 
cess of restricting traffic volumes. 


LESSON FROM AMERICA 


In situations of this kind one turns 
naturally to see what other countries, 
percent USA, are doing. They have 

een able to do what we have not, that 

is to spend astronomical amounts of 
money in an attempt to put it right. They 
have built tunnels, elevated roads, sunk 
roads, bridges, viaducts, complex fily-over 
intersections and even underground and 
multi-storey car parks, but the more they 
do the more intense seems to become the 
throng of vehicles and the worse the 
congestion, the noise, and the danger to 
life and limb. I quote from a special 
article in The Times of January 6: 

“|. the overpowering characteristic of 
Chicago is noisy congestion. The traffic 
problem is terrifying. Each morning, day 
after day, the great express ways leading into 
the heart of the town throb with the relent- 
less stream of cars. If a driver stalls his en- 
gine at a traffic light there is a blare of angry 
horns behind him. If a woman takes a wrong 
traffic lane she will meet few courtesies to 
comfort her. It is part of the race to live 
and drive there faster. Thus the very pro- 
cess of going to work becomes an ordeal 
that is a nightmare by any European stan- 
dards. . . . The newcomer’s impression may 
well be dazed and distracted by the babble 
of engines and horns, screams of sirens and 
the blowing of whistles and the shouting of 
policemen, the clanking and clattering and 
crashing that is the music of the place.” 

I find myself recoiling from this fore- 
cast of the future we may have to face 
in our own large cities. I can bear the 
thought of London, for instance, chang- 
ing gradually over the years, so that at 
any one moment it is a rich mixture of 
development of many dates, but I find 
it quite abhorrent to think of its being 
sacrificed wholesale to the cult of the 
motor-car. 


THE PRESENT SITUATION 


As I see the matter there are two mani- 
fest disadvantages in the present situa- 
tion in, say, central London—there is 
obstruction to the circulation of traffic 
(pedestrian as well as vehicular), and 
there is exasperation for people who can- 
not find convenient authorised parking 
places. On the other hand, I think it is 
very questionable whether parking diffi- 
culties are causing serious losses of trade 
and prosperity, or are a major cause of 
accidents. F 

As to obstruction of the circulation of 
traffic, there are ge who _ prophesy 
dire things for the future of London 
traffic. They predict a complete stoppage 
in the near future and they put parked 
cars, if not as the root of the trouble, at 
any rate pretty close to it. Now I doubt 
very much whether this is valid. It seems 
to me that as far as the flow of traffic 
in the main streets is concerned, the ob- 
struction caused by parking has largely 
been removed by the simple process of 
prohibition, with the single exception of 
the obstruction caused by vehicles load- 
ing or unloading goods. In my observa- 
tion of main street traffic blocks I do not 
often find them due to parked private 
cars, but nearly always due to inter- 
sections, or sheer volume of traffic, or to 
a goods vehicle loading or unloading. 
These last do strike me as a very serious 
cause of congestion and obstruction, but 
the point about them is that the trouble 
would never be cured by the construction 
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Cold, diamonds and TEAK 


Nature usually sees to it that man’s struggles to wrest her rarest treasures are in proportion 
to the qualities of the treasure. The search for yellow specks in the soil goes on in the most un- 
comfortable places because there is no substitute for gold. The mighty efforts of man and beast to 
extract rare Teak trees from remote Asiatic forests continues. for no less reason and to more purpose. 
Discerning and practical men the world over know that there’s nothing like Teak for woodwork that 
must resist attack from water, wind, chemicals, insects and high temperature, for centuries if necessary. 


Of course, it’s dearer than most timbers; but it is good value. Morris can tell you all about Burma 
and Siam Teak and supply most building trade specifications from stock. 


MA MORRIS:LTD 
Aare 


by Morris include Mahogany, Iroko 
and Wainscot Oak. 


RAVENSDALE WHARF, STAMFORD HILL, LONDON, N.I6. Tel: Stamford Hill 6611 (6 lines) 
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of underground or multi-storey car- 
parks. 

With regard to the exasperation felt 
by drivers who want to park and cannot 
find anywhere convenient to do so, I 
have an idea that this is really the source 
of the continuous undercurrent of com- 
plaint that exists about car parking. It 
is the “ frustration ” factor at work. 

I dare say it will be agreed that in the 
hrase “if you are prepared to pay” we 
ave reached the nub of the matter. To 

pay or not to pay, that is the question. 
I think it is unavoidable to consider it, 
and unavoidable to ask what the ordinary 
‘motorist going about his business, shop- 
ping, or pleasure,.can reasonably expect 
in the way of parking facilities—how far 
these ought to be “laid on as part of the 
service,” and how far paid for as many 
other things are paid for. 

Now, as I see the matter, the funda- 
mental position for the motorist is rather 
grim—I doubt whether he really has any 
right to expect parking facilities to be 
provided for him at all! The highways 
are provided for the passage of traffic, 
and it seems to me, though I am no 
lawyer, to be essentially the motorist’s 
responsibility to get his car off the high- 
way whenever he stops in order not to 
cause an obstruction. 

The motorist’s plight is not as bad as 
this in practice, however. The main 
amelioration is to be found in the powers 
of local authorities to provide car parks 
and charge for them as they think fit 
when it is in the general interest of the 
ratepayers to do so. There is, however, 
some difficulty in defining what consti- 
tutes the general interest of the rate- 
payers, or substantial blocks of rate- 
payers, particularly in central areas where 
space is scarce. To my mind some people 
are demanding car parks at nominal rates 
in a way which does not seem to pass the 
test. One good example of this is to be 
found in the people who drive in daily to 
work in central London, leaving their 
cars parked all day in the street. The 
survey conducted by the Working Party 
in 1952 on Car Parking in the Inner 
Area of London (HMSO, price 7s. 6d.) 
showed that this kind of parking consti- 
tutes a good deal of the total problem. I 
myself cannot see at all why these drivers 
should expect free or under-cost parking 
space to be provided for them. 

The motorist’s plight may also be re- 
lieved by the local authority setting aside 
parts of streets for parking purposes 
under the Public Health Act, 1925; by 
commercially-provided car parks, where 
quite clearly the motorist will have to 
pay, and it may be ameliorated in 
another way by car parks provided at the 
buildings the motorist visits, for which 
he may or may not have to pay accord- 
ing to the building management’s, view of 
what is a sound economic course from 
their own angle. 


ALLOCATING RESPONSIBILITY 


These financial and organisational com- 
plications, added to what I hope I have 
already shown to be a complex pheno- 
menon, lead me to the conclusion that if 
there is one matter requiring sorting out 
above all others on this subject of car 
parking, it is to decide where the res- 
ponsibility for providing and paying for 
car parks should really lie. I suggest that 
it is the absence of clear ideas on this 


point which accounts for much of the 
confusion of opinion now evident, and 
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that to some extent it even prevents car 
parks being provided because no one 
clearly sees whose responsibility it is. I 
think I can now see that the main pur- 
pose of this paper, and the only point on 
which I can claim any originality, is to 
draw attention to the doubts surrounding 
this question of responsibility as a real 
problem that needs tackling. I think it 
might be appropriate, therefore, to work 
to a conclusion by making some sugges- 
tions—they are entirely personal and un- 
official, of course—as to the way in 
which responsibility might be allocated. 
_ First of all, to ~~ a general theory as 
it were—I think the provision of parking 
space is basically something that car 
drivers and owners of the buildings they 
visit are jointly responsible for. How they 
divide the responsibility is up to them, 
but it seems quite obvious that if some- 
body chooses to put up a building which 
by its — nature is bound to attract 
motor traffic, there is no reason why the 
public at large should be saddled with 
the burden of providing parking space in 
order to prevent the adjoining highways 
being obstructed by stationary vehicles. 

I have tried to work out some practical 
rules for allocating responsibility which 
would be applicable in all cases. I put 
forward the following suggestions, with 
great diffidence and knowing full well 
that they are open to argument: 

(i) Provision. by the local authority of park- 
ing space subsidised out of the rates should 
only be undertaken when it is clearly in the 
interests of the general body of ratepayers to 
do so. It should not be undertaken merely 
to get stationary vehicles off the highway 
_ really have no right to be there any- 

ow. 

(ii) In sizeable new buildings provision 
should be made at the developer’s expense 
for short-period visitors as far as design con- 
siderations permit. 

(iii) The extent to which managements of 
firms, etc., should provide for parking needs 
arising out of voluntary eschewal of public 
transport by individuals purely for their own 
convenience, is a difficult and debatable 
point. Personally, I think it may be unfair 
to place this burden on managements, and if 
this is accepted then new buildings would 
not in general contain parking space for all 
those working therein who might desire to 
come to work by car. I suggest that parking 
space for these people should be provided 
at economic charges by the local authority, 
or in private enterprise garages. 

(iv) Provision of parking space for vehicles 
delivering or collecting goods or passengers, 
and ffor all vehicles ‘* operationally ” 
attached to buildings, should be regarded as 
the absolute responsibility of the owners or 
occupiers of the buildings. In the case of 
new buildings it must be incorporated as part 
of the design, in the case of existing buildings 
it should be regarded as something to be pro- 
vided at the first opportunity, frontagers 
rights notwithstanding. 

(v) The provision of parking space for 
other medium and long-period visitors to 
buildings should not be subsidised from pub- 
lic funds. In the case of new buildings it 
should be provided, as far as possible, within 
the curtilage of the building. The balance 
should be provided either by the local 
authority or by private enterprise, broadly at 
economic charges. These parks or garages 
would also serve for *‘ commuters’ ” cars. 

(vi) It is debatable in all this as to what 
should constitute ‘* short-period ” parking. 
My own feeling is that in most towns one 
should be able to park up to half an hour 
at least either free or at a nominal charge; 
after this, visualising it on a graph, I think 
the curve of the payment should increase in 
steepness until after, say, four hours the 
charges are fully economic. The general 
effect of these suggestions would be that 
parking charges, other than for short-period 
parking, would increase the nearer the car is 
taken to the ‘centre of the town and the 
longer it is kept there. And the level at 
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which the charges are pitched would vary 
from town to town according to local condi- 
tions and local initiative. 


CONCLUSION 


It will be appreciated, I think, that two 
vital points which arise in drawing up a 
set of rules are to decide, first, which 
forms of parking, if any, should be subsi- 
dised out of public funds, and to what 
extent; and, secondly, to secure that no 
serious inequity arises between, on the 
one hand, developers of new buildings 
who are obliged to provide parking space, 
and, on the other hand, those who escape 
this liability either because their sites are 
too small or awkwardly shaped, or be- 
cause they own existing buildings where 
there is no possibility of providing park- 
ing space. It will also be apparent that 
no scheme for car parks or garages will 
work as long as indiscriminate parking 
is allowed on the streets—restrictions are 
bound to be a part of any scheme. — 

These “Rules of Parking,” which I 
have endeavoured to sift out from the 
mass of considerations which surround 
the subject, may net be accepted in full, 
perhaps not at all; but I hope it will be 
accepted ‘that parking is a complex 
matter and that until acceptable rules for 
allocating responsibility are drawn up it 
will scarcely be possible to produce 
“Parking Plans” that are realistic and 


equitable. 
MERSEYSIDE DEVELOPMENT 
“4 Great Achievement” 


SPEAKING in Liverpool recently, Alderman 
Sir Alfred Shennan, chairman of the Lanca- 
shire and Merseyside Industrial Development 
Association, referred to the great steps Liver- 
pool Corporation had taken in recent years 
in building up vast industrial estates within 
the city. 

They had brought into being an estate at 
Speke, he said, which today contained 36 
factories and employed over 13,000 people. 
At Aintree there were 30 factories employ- 
ing another 13,000 hands, while at Kirkby 
there was another great batch of factories 
employing nearly 9,000 people. 

Of the future, Sir Alfred said many new 
factories were being planned for the area, 
many of which were for American firms. 
Businessmen whom he had met in the US 
were impressed by the advantages afforded 
by Merseyside and Lancashire as an in- 
dustrial location, and he was sure many 
American firms would shortly be opening 
factories on Merseyside. 


OBITUARY 
W. H. Jones, FRIBA 


WE REGRET to announce the death, on 
November 17, of Mr. William Harold 
Jones, FRIBA, of Rivermead-court, Hurling- 
ham, SW6, and 8, Red Lion-square, WC. 


H. W. Martin-Kaye, FRSA 
WE REGRET to announce the death, which 
occurred» on November 21, of Mr. 
Hugh William Martin-Kaye, FRSA, at the 
age of 76. Mr. Martin-Kaye was the editor 
and publisher of Architecture Illustrated. 


Horace W. Langdon, FRICS 
WE REGRET to announce the death, on 
November 9, of Mr. Horace W. Langdon, 
FRICS, senior partner of Messrs. Horace W. 
Langdon and Every. A memorial service 
was held at St. Giles-in-the-Fields, Holborn, 
WC2, on November 18. 
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HEATING 


A further article in the series on Church Heating, prepared by a committee 
of architects and heating engineers on behalf of the Central Council for the Care 
of Churches, is published below.—Ep. 


3.—Basic Principles of Heat 
Transference 


WHILST the general principles of 
heat transference are widely appre- 
ciated it is felt that a brief statement of 
these principles will be of assistance. 
Heat may be transferred from one 
object to another by one or more of the 
following processes : — 


(1) Conduction—If a metal bar is 
heated by a gas jet at one end, heat will 
gradually be conducted along the bar 
until the remote end becomes hot also. 
No part of the bar moves in relation to 
any other part during this process, apart 
from a slight expansion. Such a process 
of heat transference is known as “ con- 
duction.” 


(2) Convection.—lf a hot water radia- 
tor in a room is concealed behind a grille 
which permits air to reach the radiator 
freely but which prevents it from being 
seen, the room in which it is installed 
will gradually be heated by the move- 
ment of the warm air from the radiator. 
Air surrounding the radiator will be 
warmed by conduction from the heated 
metal surface. This air, on _ being 
warmed, expands and becomes less dense 
than the surrounding cooler air. For 
this reason it “ floats” on the cooler air, 
and rises vertically to the highest level 
practicable at which point it transfers 
some of its heat to the nearest cooler 
surface. It then spreads horizontally 
and slowly descends becoming cooler and 
consequently heavier, thus creating the 


A SURFEIT OF RADIATORS.—Mountnessing Church, 
Essex, showing total disregard of church furniture by placing 
the radiators in unnecessarily prominent positions. 


heating. 


circulation of warm air and facilitating 
the ventilation of the interior. The pro- 
cess of heat transference by movement 
of the medium, whether liquid or gas, is 
known as “convection.” Where no 
mechanical means are employed to 
accelerate the movement of air over the 
heated surface the process may be des- 
cribed as “natural convection”; but 
when some means of accelerating this 
movement is employed the process may 
be described as “forced convection.” 


(3) Radiation—The heat from the sun 
is conveyed to the earth by means which 
cannot be conduction or convection as 
there is no solid or gaseous link between 
the sun and the earth. This process of 
heat transference is known as “ radia- 
tion.” It is a similar process to the trans- 
ference of heat across a room from a coal 
or gas fire. 


Some or all of the three. processes of 
heat transference are employed in the 
heating of buildings, according to the 
system installed. 


Stoves designed to provide  con- 
tinuous warm air, which are installed 
outside a church, either in a crypt 
beneath the church floor or in an out- 
building, together with those stoves 
which may be installed within a church 
and which are enclosed by sheet metal 
casings, heat the whole building entirely 
by convection, ie., the air, on being 
heated in the stove, rises to the highest 
part of the church and displaces cooler 
air which is drawn into the stove for 
It is seldom practicable to heat 
by this means such 
parts of a church as 
may be structurally 
separated from the 
remainder, and _ this 
system tends to pro- 
duce a high tempera- 
ture near the roof, 
where, 
most old churches the 
heat loss is greatest. 

Uncased stoves 
which are installed 
within a church 
radiate a considerable 
proportion of their 
total heat output. 
This quality facilitates 
the warming of a sec- 
tion of the church in 
the vicinity of the 
stove, but it must be 
appreciated that at 
times the radiant heat 
may be so intense as 
to cause discomfort to 
those who are within 
a few feet of the 
stove. 

Despite the name 
of “radiator” which 
has been given to that 
part of the low pres- 
sure hot water system 
which is so described, 
most of the heat 
emitted by such a 


however, in- 
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unit is convected heat, since the hot 
surface of the radiator warms the 
surrounding air which rises and is re- 
placed by cooler air. Hence, the vast 
majority of low pressure hot water sys- 
tems heat the buildings in which they are 
installed by a convective rather than by 
a radiant process, unless some special 
equipment such as high or low tempera- 
ture radiant panels are included in the 
system. Small compartments of a church 
are difficult to heat by low pressure hot 
water unless they are completely 
screened off from the remainder of the 
church to avoid heat dispersion. This 
problem can, however, to some extent be 
solved by using local radiant and convec- 
tive heat provided in the form of a hot- 
water pipe beneath each pew, but since 
this is likely to be inadequate for full 
heating without the provision of screens, 
the purpose can be more conveniently 
achieved by some auxiliary means other 
than by a hot water system. 

Gas heating may be radiant or convec- 
tive in nature. Radiant heaters, whether 
of the luminous or non-luminous type, 
are normally installed at such a height 
as to be out of reach, as the surface 
temperature of such heaters is so great as 
to constitute a danger to children if in- 
stalled near the floor, and furthermore 
the radiant heat will be received by a 
greater number of people when the 
heaters are above head level. If radiant 
heaters are installed care must be taken 
to ensure that the heaters are sufficiently 
high to prevent any complaints of 
excessive radiation from those occupying 
seats near the heaters when additional 
heating near the floor level may be 
needed. It will .be appreciated that 
radiant gas heaters may be used for 
warming a small section of a church as 
their effect is localised. Gas heaters of 
the convector type, or gas-fired boilers 
supplying a hot water heating system 
which relies on convection for heat emis- 
sion, cannot readily be used for local 
heating except in a screened space. 


ELECTRIC HEATING 


Electric heating as used in churches is 
generally of the convective type in the 
form of tubular heaters or electric heater 
batteries over which the air is blown by 
means of a fan. As with other forms of 
convective heating some local warmth 
may be provided in a small section of 
the church but again full heating in such 
an area cannot be obtained unless 
separated or divided from the remainder, 
or unless electric floor heating is used. 

It will be apparent from this brief des- 
cription of the principles’ involved that 
the actual air temperature is not a true 
criterion of the comfort conditions to be 
obtained in churches in which radiant 
heaters are installed. With wholly con- 
vective systems, such as hot water radia- 
tors and warm air stoves, a temperature 
of 60 deg. to 62 deg. F. is desirable for 
the longer Sunday services, whilst 55 deg. 
to 57 deg. F. will probably be found to 
be acceptable for shorter mid-week and 
Holy Communion services. Churches 
which are completely heated by radiant 
systems, however, will be quite comfort- 
able with air temperatures of five deg. 
to 10 deg. F. less than those above men- 
tioned as the congregation is warmed by 
direct rays from the heaters which do not 
warm the intervening air. 


(To be continued.) 
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LAY MORE BRICKS | 
WITH '‘MORTA-MIX’ 


A greatly increased rate of production is achieved in view of the more plasticised 
and controlled mortar, obtained with the addition of TRETOL MORTA-MIX. Only 
% pint per cwt. of cement eliminates completely the need for lime. In addition 
better bonding between bricks and the mortar joints greatly reduces crazing and 
shrinkage in the mortar joints and practically eliminates mortar droppings. 





To TRETOL LTD. 


TRETOL HOUSE, THE HYDE, LONDON, N.W.9 
Please send me, without obligation, details of MORTA-MIX. 


NAME 
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TIDY BIT OF WORK 


In every sense of the words, Platypus crawlers 
do a tidy bit of work. They thrive on the 
rough and tough, and get through it all without 
tearing the site to pieces. 


See the Platypus hard at it—dozing, scraping, 
winching, or with the new Howard Bulloader— 


Moving it fast! The new Howard Bulloader and Platypus at and ry Il _— 5 a difference this com- 

Basildon New Town, Essex, where Messrs. Richard Costain pact all-British crawler can make to your next 

Lai, ene talhding hs aw tighiny. job. Platypus pays hands down in price and 
performance. 


PRICE £1,383 (ex works) 


Platypus PD2, complete with sump 
guard and angledozer 


See the Platypus for yourself, doing the jobs 
you want to do, in the way you want them 
done. Write now for full particulars and a free 
demonstration to: 


ROTARY HOES LTD. 


INDUSTRIAL DIVISION - WEST HORNDON - ESSEX 
Tel.: Herongate 36! Telegrams: Rotovate, Brentwood 
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IN PARLIAMENT 
The Planning Bill 


( N November 15 and 16 the House of 

Lords completed their consideration of 
the Town and Country Planning Bill, which 
was then returned to the Commons for their 
approval of nearly 200 amendments before 
it received the Royal Assent to become an 
Act of Parliament. 

In spite of the alterations made te the Bill 
since it left the Commons, there was no 
division of opinion among the peers, whether 
layman or lawyer, that it is a complicated 
measure. Even the Lorp CHANCELLOR, 
whose duty it was to introduce and expound 
it, declared that he found difficulty in under- 
standing the 1947 Act on which it was based, 
Lorp Jowrrt, one of his predecessors, and 
leader of the Opposition, who had presented 
that Act to the House, expressed a similar 
declaration, and, in carrying it further, 
uttered a cri de ceur for simplification. 

Lord Jowitt asserted that town and 
country planning legislation had been made 
“so complicated that the ordinary man did 
not understand it,” and urged the Lord 
Chancellor to contemplate consolidation in 
simple language to enable the ordinary man 
to comprehend it. The Lorp CHANCELLOR, 
having declared himself a victim of com- 
plexity, could do little else but promise to 
consider this proposal, but the magnitude 
of his task was apparent to all. 

The main amendment to the Bill related 
to compensation, and was designed to pre- 
vent further occurrences of what has come 
to be known as the “ Pilgrim case.” On an 
earlier stage the Lord Chancellor introduced 
a new clause to deal with this matter, and 
during the concluding proceedings the House 
agreed to amend that clause to clarify more 
precisely the Government’s intentions. The 
Lord Chancellor explained that the Trea- 
sury would initiate discussions with the 
appropriate authorities, the aim being to 
secure that all straightforward cases were 
picked up at the outset and that there was no 
delay or argument about including the sup- 
plement in the price offered. 


He admitted that there would be some 
cases which were not straightforward, but 
added that there would be administrative 
arrangements to ensure that consultations 
took place, and that advice would be given 
in cases where doubt arose. It was the in- 
tention that the Government derartment 
should seek out and pursue the claim- 
ant, not the claimant the department. 
At the earliest stage at which price or com- 
pensation came in, the person negotiating 
the purchase for the acquiring authority 
would make a point of drawing the attention 
of the owner to this clause so that it should 
be in the minds of the parties throughout 
the negotiations. 

Lorp HYLTON sought to amend the clause 
to restore the right of appeal against the 
Minister’s decision or the amount of com- 
fensation, a principle which was included 
in the 1947 Act, but omitted in the Bill. He 
described this right of appeal as a safeguard 
to an owner attacked by, or subjected to, 
compulsory purchase. Lorp SiKINn thought 
such a proposal would remove the Minister’s 
discretion, and the Lorp CHANCELLOR, in 
resisting the amendment, said that it was 
neither his intention nor that of the Govern- 
ment to put difficulties in the way of claim- 
ants. He pointed out that when the Minister 
was Satisfied with the two prerequisites for 
the payment of compensation the claimant 
would be able to contact the district valuer 
and discuss the matter with him. He' was 
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prepared to amend the clause further so that 
the Minister should make 2 paymeat unless 
he thought it just and reasonable not to 
do so. 

Lorp HYLTON was not satisfied with the 
Lord Chancellor’s argument, and pressed 
the matter to a division, on which the 
amendment was defeated by 26 votes to 17. 


HOSPITAL BUILDING 


On November 15, Mr. Atsu asked the 
Minister of Health if he was now prepared 
to sanction the building of the new out- 
patients’ department of North Middlesex 
Hospital, including a new chest clinic. 

Mr. Macteop: I am afraid that it has 
not yet been possible to find a place for this 
project in the capital programme. 

He added that the problem involved ex- 
penditure of £350,000, and it was too big to 
be a scheme for the regional hospital board 
and would have to be financed separately. 
He was reviewing the scheme soon, and 
would take that into consideration. 

Mr. CHAPMAN asked the Minister of 
Health how much of the special £1m. allo- 
cated for spending by March, 1955, on in- 
creasing accommodation in mental] hospitals 
had been approved for spending on actual 
capital projects. 

Mr. MacLeop: Building work estimated 
to cost a little under £1.4m. in all has been 
authorised, and I expect that expenditure 
of about £950,000 will be incurred in the 
current financial year. 

Mr. CHAPMAN also asked what part of that 
£1m, had been allocated to the Birmingham 
region; what part of this quota had now 
been approved for spending on capital pro- 
jects, and at which hospitals; and for how 
long further projects had been under con- 
sideration by his department. 

Mr. MACLeEop replied: It was originally 
contemplated that up to £90,000 of this 
special allocation might be spent in the Bir- 
mingham Region in 1945-55, but so far only 
one scheme, at Chelmsley Hospital, Marston 
Green, has been authorised, at a tendered 
cost of just under £35,000. Sketch plans for 
two other schemes were submitted early in 
January, but the preparation of working 
drawings and bills of quantities for these 
has not yet been completed. 

Mr. BLENKINSON asked whether plans had 
yet been approved for the building of a new 
out-patient department at Newcastle General 
Hospital and when it was hoped to proceed 
with the work. 

Mr. MAcLeoD: No, and I cannot say when 
it will be possible for the Regional Hospital 
Board to fit this into their programme. 


MOW’S LABOUR FORCE 


On November 16, Mr. MICHAEL STEWART 
asked the Minister of Works how many men 
had been discharged in the last three months 
from the direct labour force of the building 
section of his department and what his policy 
was in regard to this force. 

Mr. Bircu said that in the last three 
months 90 men had been discharged for 
various reasons, of whom eight were em- 
ployed in the London area. A similar num- 
ber, including three in London, had been en- 
gaged. The Ministry’s policy continued to 
be to use direct labour on day-to-day build- 
ing maintenance work where the amount of 
work was sufficient to keep a balanced labour 
force continuously and economically em- 
ployed, and to justify.the costs of running a 
depot. 

LieuT.-CoL. Lipton asked the Minister of 
Works why he had terminated the employ- 
ment of 44 building workers in his depart- 
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ment on the ground that they resided beyond 
a certain distance from their place of em- 
ployment. 

Mr. Biren: I have recently given three 
months’ notice to 35 building trade workers 
in London. In each case the employment 
exchange nearest his home is 14 miles or 
more from the depét where he works and 
therefore draws regularly an allowance of 
27s. or more each week to cover the time 
and fares spent in coming to work. These 
allowances were negotiated by the London 
Employers and Operatives shortly after the war 
to ensure the mobility of building workers 
in London who might be required to move 
from one urgent job to another at varying 
distances from their homes. The building 
workers employed by my department are 
attached to particular depéts which are, in 
effect, their permanent places of employment 
and I do not feel justified in accepting this 
expenditure indefinitely for men who are not 
established. I am confident that these men 
will be able to obtain alternative employment 
nearer their home. 


PLACING OF CONTRACTS 


On November 16, Mrs. LENA JEGER asked 
the Minister of Works why contracts to the 
value of over £4m. had been placed by his 
department with firms refusing to sign the 
certificate of non-collusion, 

Mr. BircH: Because their tenders were 
the lowest. 


LONDON BUILDERS’ CONFERENCE 


On November 16, Mr. GEOFFREY DE 
Frerras asked the Minister of Works when 
he intended to make an order under the 
Monopolies and Restrictive Practices Act, 
1948, to make unlawful the agreements or 
arrangements referred to in sub-paragraphs 
(a) and (b) of paragraph 241 of the Mono- 
polies Commission’s Report on the London 
Building Conference. 

Mr. Bircu said that, as he had already 
stated, the representatives of the London 
Builders’ Conference had already agreed to 
abandon the practices referred to by the 
Monopolies Commission. Discussion was 
still proceeding and he was not yet able to 
add to his previous statement. 


CUMBERNAULD DEVELOPMENT 


On November 16, Mr. JOHN RANKIN asked 
the Secretary of State for Scotland if he was 
aware of the resolution of Glasgow Cerpora- 
tion about the financial provision for the new 
town at Cumbernauld; and if he would make 
a further statement. 

Mr. James Stuart replied: I have just 
received the corporation’s reply to the ques- 
tions I put to them about the extent to which 
they would be willing to co-operate admini- 
stratively and financially in any new develop- 
ment at Cumbernauld. I am arranging for 
the corporation to meet me at an early date 
to discuss the matter further. 


LOCAL GOVERNMENT REFORM 


On November 16, Mr. CHARLES PANNELL 
asked the Minister of Housing and Local 
Government when he proposed to bring 
before the House proposals for legislation 
to reform local government. 

Mr. SANDys: I shall soon be making a 
statement about the Government’s inten- 
tions about this problem. 


END OF LICENSING 

On November 16, Mr. CHAPMAN asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
if he had considered the resolution passed 
by the house building committee of the Bir- 




















































874 THE BUILDER November 26 1954 





mated cost of £25,600 plus an amount of 
£5,000 for furniture and equipment. 





APPOINTMENT OF PRIVATE 


mingham: City Council on the ending of 
building licensing*, what reply he had sent, 





_ ve eee he — to penn - ARCHITECTS In addition to the matters referred to above, 
urther depletion in the labour supply for e the county architect’s report mentions the 
local authority house-building in Birming- Policy of Kent CC staffing of the various sections of the depart- 
ham after the end of licensing. A SUGGESTION made by Mr. E. T. ment and indicates possible changes that 

Mr. Sanpys: Yes. The council have been Ashley Smith, FRIBA, Kent county would need to be considered in relation to 


thanked for sending my department a Copy architect, that more work should be under- the future organisation of the department. 
of their resolution, which is being considered. ta,en in his department and less allocated to These changes, which would relate mainly 
Mr. Cuarman asked if the Minister was private architects, has been adopted in prin- to a regrading of certain posts and the 
aware that this was an area of increasing ciple by the council’s buildings committee. It CTeation of a limited number of new ones, are 
population, where it was increasingly difficult is suggested that in this way the council such as must be considered in the first in- 
to find enough labour to build more and would save money although additional staff Stance by the establishment sub-committee 
more Council houses, and if the ending of would have to be engaged. of the county staffing committee. Generally 
building licences caused a depletion of the jn a report on this question the buildings SPeaking they are not relevant to the major 
labour force would the Minister receive @ committee state that since October, 1945, it issue which, as mentioned earlier, involves 
deputation to discuss the problem. has been necessary for outside architects to OMly the appointment of additional architec- 
Mr. SaNpys said that Mr. Chapman was carry out work which could not be under- tural staff and the provision of increased 
under a misapprehension. Next year’s taken by the department. They quote the #¢commodation. 
allocation for house building in Birming- following figures which show the variations In presenting his report the county archi- 
ham had not been fixed and it was, therefore, in recent years in the council’s building tect has emphasised that the recommenda- 
too soon to assume it would be inadequate. programme:— tions contained therein are based upon: (a) 
Vice-ADMIRAL HuGHes HALtett asked the April, 1948, £2,134,613; April, 1949, a long-term view of the work which it is 
Minister of Housing and Local Government £4,397,851; April, 1950, £5,520,141; April, known that the department will be required 
whether in view of the end of all building 1951, £6,132,724; April, 1952, £5,803,380; to undertake; (b) the desire that the depart- 


licensing he would give favourable considera- April, 1953, £5,033,833; April, 1954, ment should function with the maximum 
tion to loan sanction for the project for pub- £5,069,243; October, 1954, £5,231,014. The degree of efficiency, both in its own interests 
lic swimming baths at New Addington, committee’s report continues:— and those of the council; (c) the view that, by 


about which a proposal had already been _— These figures relate to every stage of the Providing additional accommodation and 
submitted by the county borough council of programme from the preparation of working Staff, it would enable the department to be 
Croydon. drawings to contracts in progress but exclude Organised on a sounder and more economic 

He also asked the Minister whether he was Preliminary schemes. If the value of these basis, and give quicker results, thus avoid- 
prepared to give favourable consideration Schemes were added, each of the figures ing delays. — ; 
to loan sanction for a proposal for additional would be increased by some £14 to £2m. As The buildings committee has approved in 
facilities at the community hall now being @ Fresult of inquiries made, there is every principle the main proposal contained in 
built at New Addington. indication that the present level of the build- the county architect’s report, namely, that 

Mr. SANDYS said that applications for loan ing programme will be maintained for at progressively more work should be under- 
sanction would be considered as soon as de- least 10 years. taken in the department and the allocation 
tails of these schemes were submitted. The total staff of the buildings department ‘© Private architects curtailed so that ulti- 

has increased as follows since 1939: April, ately the ratio of two-thirds and one-third, 
BOMB-DAMAGED CITIES 1939, 136; April, 1946, 150; April, 1954, Tespectively, might be achieved. They have 

On November 16, BRIGADIER TERENCE 198. The increase of 48 between 1946 and @ftanged that the recommendations for 
CLARKE asked the Minister of Housing and 1954 represents entirely the additional staff Siving effect to the proposal shall be 
Local Government if he would give an assur- provided for the engineering, surveying and examined in full detail by a group of mem- 
ance that there would be no curtailment of administrative sections. The architectural bers who will report to the committee at a 
house building in the bomb-damaged cities. staff is, in fact, less by 11. future meeting. 

Mr. SANDYS said that the rate of house- During the past three years, approximately OFFICE ACCOMMODATION 
building in particular areas may vary from two-thirds of the work connected with the , ; 
year to year but he would most carefully programme has been undertaken by private With reference to the scheme fer provid- 
watch the needs of bomb-damaged cities. | architects and one-third in the department, ing additional office accommodation for the 


the relevant details being as follows:— buildings department, the buildings com- 
LONDON UNIVERSITY PRECINCT mittee has, in consultation with the county 


Value of work undertaken b : 
” offices committee, had regard to proposals 


On November 16, Mrs. LENA JEGER Total Private In the 


asked the Minister of Housing and Local programme* Archuects Department of that committee that accommodation 
Government why he had reversed the de- ; £ £ £ should be provided at Springfield to house 
su 1, ,803,380 3,962, : 

cisions of the local authorities concerned, “Pt 1$33 3 033's33 Sond 704 1'989'039 Permanently certain staff to be transferred 
and given permission for residential accom- + 1954 5,069,243 3,273,072 +~—«:1,796,171 +—« from County Hall. Accordingly, there has 
modation at 23, 36 and 37, Gordon-square, * Excluding preliminary schemes. been prepared a combined scheme for the 


erection of an extension to the present offices 
of the buildings department of sufficient 
capacity to meet the requirements of both 


WC1, to be used for non-residential purposes. For the three years ended March 31, 1954, 
Mr. SANDYS: Permission was given by my the fees paid to private architects amounted 


predecessor because these buildings are to £174,347. cine, Shi eles ede to 
within the University Precinct as defined in : 
the London Development Plan, and were FUTURE POLICY cost £49,950. 
needed for teaching and research purposes. The county architect in his report submits 
Mrs. Jecer asked if they were to pre- that it would be in the best interests of the DIRECT LABOUR 
sume that the Minister would confirm this council if more work were undertaken in the Plan for New Department 


part of the County of London Development department so that eventually the ratio is 
Plan as the local authorities concerned were Teversed to, possibly, two-thirds in the de- LampBeTH borough council are consider- 


still awaiting the Minister’s confirmation of Partment and one-third by private architects. ing setting up a direct labour department. 
the plan, Was the Minister aware that the It is made clear, however, that this proposal An interim report by the direct labour com- 
development of the University Precinct was Could not be entertained unless additional mittee states that after a preliminary investi- 
causing a serious loss of residential accom- staff are appointed and additional office gation of the factors involved, the committee 
modation in London, and would he there- accommodation provided. was unable to arrive at a definite conclusion 


fore, reverse the policy of his predecessor, The additional staff required would com- on the matter. 


who seemed to have got into the habit of prise some 26 architectural posts, at a cost With a view to obtaining some experience | 


refusing to confirm Compulsory Purchase based on maximum salaries of approxi- of the possibility of the council successfully 
Orders for compensatory building in London. mately £25,250 a year which would be offset tendering in competition with building con- 

Mr. SANDys said that his predecessor acted by a saving of up to £30,000 in the fees now tractors they are seeking permission to 
in accord with the views of the London being paid to private architects. experiment on one or two of the council's 
County Council. The additional office accemmodation re- small housing schemes. The architectural 
quired could be provided by the erection of work would be carried out by the existing 





*A report of Birmingham house building com- 


mittee’s views on this subject is on page 876. an extension of the present offices, at an esti- staff of the housing department. 
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Inquiries into Planning 


THE 1954 National Conference of the Town and Country Planning Association 
was opened on November 18 at County Hall, Westminster, by Mr. W. R. Deedes, 


Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Housing and Local Government. 


On 


the first day, the effects of the compulsory preparation of development plans by 
planning authorities under the 1947 Town and Country Planning Act were assessed; 
and later an examination was made of the procedure at planning inquiries. A paper 
was read on the following day on the progress of New Towns in terms of their 
social and economic objectives; and finally the future of country towns was dis- 
cussed in relation to the Town Development Act of 1952. Extracts have been taken 


from the papers, and are given below. 


The Pattern of Development 
Plans 


BY DAME EVELYN SHARP 


‘HE purpose of Development Plans is 
to give a broad picture of the inten- 
tions and expectations which a planning 
authority have for the development of 
their area for about 20 years ahead. Such 
a plan should be of great use in showing 
the probable future trends of develop- 
ment and of changes in land use over a 
longish period. A development plan 
when it becomes operative is not intended 
to be static. It must be both filled in and 
varied as development proposals come 
forward. It seems, however, that there 
are still some authorities who have not 
yet appreciated how generalised develop- 
ment plans must be. As a result some 
plans have been submitted with more 
detail included in the town maps than 
was really necessary. If this rather rigid 
approach is adopted, the effect is that 
proposals for quite unexceptionable 
development become _ technically—and 
quite unnecessarily—* not in accord with 
the plan.” 


Some authorities have limited their use 
of designation—the advance announce- 
ment of intention to purchase—to little 
more than including in their plan pro- 
vision for sites for post offices, telephone 
exchanges and the like; others have used 
the procedure widely. Designation 
brings out in an acute form one of the 
worst difficulties of planning; anxiety and 
sometimes serious depression to owners 
who see the existing use of their property 
threatened. The decision how far for- 
ward to plan,.at what stage to show pro- 
posals, can be a very awkward one. On 
the one hand an authority ought to tell 
the public what is in mind, and the pub- 
lic will complain bitterly if that is not 
done. On the other hand if they an- 
nounce proposals before they are firm— 
or proposals which are very far ahead— 
they may inflict unnecessary hardship. 
Land can become unsaleable as a result 
of designation, or even of “ definition ” 
or of a mere “symbol” on the plan. 
Whether designation is really worth the 
disturbance it creates is a matter which 
needs further consideration. It certainly 
seems that land ought not to be 
threatened unless there is reasonable cer- 
tainty that it will be needed and a strong 
case for the advance warning. 


An immense amount of work has gone 
to the making and the consideration of 
plans. Sometimes one hears people ask 
whether it is worth it. If they carry no 
final assurance to prospective developers, 
and at the same time inflict hardship on 
some owners by laying a dead hand upon 
their land—are they worth the effort? 


There can be no real doubt, however, 


that the plans are not only useful—they 
are a practical necessity if one is to have 
planning control at all. The discipline 
of genuine forward planning, which the 
making of the plans has imposed, has in 
itself been invaluable to all the authori- 
ties concerned—to the central depart- 
ments no less than to the local authori- 
ties. Also, while plans vary both in their 
quality and in their clarity, they will be 
of immense benefit to prospective 
developers. They are not fixed and 
immutable, but they do provide reliable 
guides to the intentions of the authorities. 
Many disputes have been or will be 
settled by the approved plans; and while 
many will remain it seems fair to claim 
that the form of plans adopted under the 
1947 Act has stood up well to its first and 
biggest test. 


Planning Inquiries : An 
Examination of Procedure 


By J. W. R. ADAMS, OBE 


So far as objections to Development 

Plans are concerned, I do not see any 
satisfactory alternative to the present 
method of consideration by or on behalf 
of the Minister of Housing and Local 
Government. I would like to see changes 
made, however, in two directions. First, 
in relation to all development control de- 
cisions, there should be better arrange- 
ments for “third party ” intervention; to 
prevent a permission being acted upon 
pending consideration by all concerned of 
the “third party” point of view. At 
present the Minister can be asked to re- 
voke a permission, but it is difficult for 
any third party to learn of a decision in 
time to take any action, If particulars of 
permissions were required to be available 
for inspection for a short but definite 
period before being issued to the appli- 
cants, persons or bodies having a legiti- 
mate interest could then intervene. 


My second point is that the Minister 
could with advantage be relieved of the 
duty to determine appeals against de- 
cisions solely relating to the external 
appearance of buildings, the control of 
outdoor advertising, or the felling of 
trees and woodlands. In my view the 
primary control in this field should, in 
administrative counties, be exercised by 
county district councils (metropolitan 
boroughs in the County of London), with 
the county councils functioning as appel- 
late bodies giving final decisions. Alter- 
natively, Boards of Appeal could be set 
up for large counties or for groups of 
counties. The standard of local govern- 
ment would be greatly improved if local 
authorities were given some powers, even 
if very limited, which they could exercise 
with the knowledge that their decisions 
were final, unless challenged on legal 
points in the courts. 
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New Towns: Prospect and 
Progress 


By A, V. WILLIAMS 


NEARLY 50 per cent. of the capital in- 
*“ vested in a new town is represented 
by houses which receive Exchequer sub- 
sidies and also grants in lieu of the local 
authority’s contribution. Probably no 
calculation based on the assumption that 
the subsidies should be ranked as liabili- 
ties could produce an answer other than 
a capital deficit. The answer is not in 
terms of cost accounting but rather that 
the new towns’ investment in housing is 
money spent to better purpose than build- 
ing in congested areas. 

The vigorous soeial life which is spring- 
ing up in the new towns is referred to in 
all the annual reports, and the widening 
of financial power to enable the corpora- 
tions to meet the demand for meeting- 
places and amenities is now the most 
crucial need. The growth of employment 
and the many-sided activity of new town 
development have produced a human 
situation which makes the town an instru- 
ment of education. No one associated 
with the new towns would want to claim 
that they are model communities. The 
conflict of social adjustment produces dis- 
sonances which make urban life attrac- 
tive. The spirit of resettlement and the 
opportunities for social life which the 
corporations all strive to satisfy are pro- 
ducing societies which: are not passive 
consumers of entertainment. In the new 
towns people are able to acquire a con- 
sciousness of society and in process 
to make decisions from choice and not 
from habit—a field of new opportunity 
and creative life. 

It is this social process: with its drama 
of urban growth which is probably the 
new towns’ finest prospect. 


The Expanding of Country 
Towns 


By REGINALD STAMP 


"THE various schemes of expansion are 
as follows: 


(a) The receiving authority can expand 
itself, receiving industry and population, 
with rate subsidy from the overspill 
authority for ten years. 


(b) The overspill authority can under- 
take the expansion either as agents for 
the receiving authority, taking over debt 
charges when houses are handed over and 
revenue earning; or as principals, provid- 
ing that subject to consideration of the 
financial position at the end of ten years, 
they can own the property. 

(c) No family will be sent without a job 
already there or transferred. 

(d) Every family nominated by the 
overspill authorities will carry with them 
the statutory housing rate subsidy for ten 
years. Apart from these the Government 
will pay the rate subsidy for other key 
workers. 

(e) The overspill authority will stand all 
expenditure for cost of the development 
whether acting as agents or principals, ex- 
cept for expansions of sewage and water, 
= which the Government grant is avail- 
able. 


(f) All rates are payable to the receiv- 
ing authority. 
Impediments to the progress of the plan 
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can include the absence of confirmation 
by the Government of the scheme sub- 
mitted, especially the absence of co- 
operation by the Board of Trade; and the 
holding back of schemes for submission 
by local authorities until the measure of 
Government grant is known and the 
scope of developments the Government 
will approve. The hesitancy of receiving 
authorities to be willing to face now the 
financial position at the end of ten years 
when it is contemplated they may take 
over loan charges, is another impediment; 
as is the opposition, sometimes organised, 
of local interests to any influx o indus- 
try or population. From Press and other 
reports it would appear that the opposi- 
tion is mainly based on ignorance of the 
facts, or for purely personal reasons. 


HISTORIC BUILDINGS 


Grants by MoW 


PURING the past three months, the 

Minister of Works, acting on recom- 
mendations by the Historic Buildings Coun- 
cils for England, for Scotland, and for 
Wales, has offered 32 grants, totalling nearly 
£65,000, in respect of the following buildings: 


ENGLAND 
Cumberland House, York; Hazlewood Castle, nor. 
Tadcaster, Yorks; Pavilions at Stoke Bruerne, 


Northants; Wrencote, Croydon; Dame _ Elizabeth 
Fuller Free School, Watford, Herts; Holkham Hall, 
Norfolk; Marlow Place, Great Marlow, Bucks: Garden 
Architecture at Stowe School, Bucks; Cranbury Park, 
Winchester, Hants; Pittville Pump Room, Chelten- 
a. Glos; 77, Pulteney Street, Bath, Somerset; 23, 
Royal Crescent, Bath, Somerset; Lydiard Park, 
Lydiard Tregoz, Wilts (second grant); Thornbury 
Castle, Glos (second grant); 13, Fore Street, Chard, 
Somerset; Stratford House, Birmingham; Hagley Hall, 
Stourbridge, Worcs; Grafton Manor, Bromsgrove, 
Worcs; Birtsmoreton Court, Worcs; Look-out Tower 
and Rotunda at Croome Court, Worcs (two grants); 
Churche’s Mansion, Nantwich, Ches; Hutton John, 
Penrith, Cumberland. 


SCOTLAND 
West Lothian (second grant); The 
Tolbooth, Kirkcudbright; Carnsalloch, fries; 
Craigievar Castle, Aberdeen; Kelburn Castle, Ayr- 
shire; Melville House, Fife (second grant). 


WALES 

Chirk Castle, Wrexham, Denbighshire; Moor Park, 
Crickhowell, Brecons. 

All the above buildings are open to the 
public at stated times, generally on payment 
of a small fee and in some cases by appoint- 
ment. 

The grants are made under Part I of the 
Historic Buildings and Ancient Monuments 
Act, 1953, towards the cost of urgently 
needed repairs to buildings which are con- 
sidered to be of outstanding historic or archi- 
tectural interest. Conditions attached to the 
grants include the granting of reasonable 
opportunities to the public to view the 
historic buildings. 

During the same period the first grant was 
made under the Act for the repair of chattels 
in historic houses. This was for the furniture 
and pictures at Chastleton House, Oxford- 
shire. A grant for structural repairs was 
included in a previous announcement, 

The Minister of Works announced the 
appointment of the Historic Buildings Coun- 
cils for England and for Wales on October 
27, 1953: for Scotland on November 17, 
1953. On March 25 of the present year the 
first grants were made public: 23 totalling 
nearly £50,000. A second list of 31 grants, 
totalling nearly £100,000, was announced on 
July 5. 

In this financial year there is a provision 
of £250,000 for grants towards repair and 
maintenance of historic buildings. 

To date, nearly 450 applications for aid 
have been received by the Historic Buildings 
Councils for England, Scotland and Wales, 
of which over 150 have so far been rejected. 


Newliston, 
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BUILDING IN BIRMINGHAM 
Reasons for Slow-down in Housing 


HE slow-down in Birmingham’s munici- 
pal building programme was the subject 
of a two-hour conference on November 5, 
between representatives of 12 of the principal 
“traditional” building contractors em- 
ployed by the Corporation, Alderman A. F. 
Bradbeer (chairman of the house building 
committee) and Mr. A. G. Sheppard Fidler, 
FRIBA (City Architect). In a statement 
afterwards ALDERMAN BRADBEER said no 
new factor or problem had been revealed 
during the discussions which would account 
for the falling off in the number of dwellings 
now being completed. “The present posi- 
tion is due to the cumulative effects of a 
number of factors,” said Alderman Brad- 
beer. Among these he listed the freeing of 
building licences; competition for skilled 
building trade labour; the shortage and lack 
of apprentices; and the attractions offered 
by other industries to workmen. 


“Reference was also made in our dis- 
cussions to the more varied nature of the 
work now included in house building con- 
tracts such as doctors’ houses, tenants’ rooms, 
shopping centres and offices and garages, 
and to the higher proportion of flats being 
built,” he, said. The building contractors, 
he continued, had unanimously confirmed 
that it took longer to build a flat than a 
house of comparable size. 


It was not easy to provide “ continuity 
and rhythm ” in building in the mixed de- 
velopment now taking place. Finally, there 
was the increasing difficulty of small, 
scattered and unsatisfactory sites as the 
building land in the city became used up. 


“These sites are going to become even 
smaller. more scattered and more unsatis- 
factory,” said Alderman Bradbeer. “ There 
is no major piece of virgin building land 
within the city that hasnot been mentioned i in 
the City Council.” The loss in building 
tempo through a misunderstanding on sub- 
sidies would even itself out, he said. 


“The situation will be watched very 
closely by the Corporation and we are 
anxious to get back to a rh¥thm in build- 
ing which will give the city, if possible, 
4,000 dwellings a year. But in view of all the 
circumstances, particularly the recent abso- 
lute freeing of licences, this will be in- 
creasingly difficult,” he added. Alderman 
Bradbeer confirmed that the number of 
dwellings completed this year was likely to 
be 750 below the target of 4,000, adding that 
it was hoped to call a further general con- 
ference of building contractors, probably 
early in the New Year. 


BIRMINGHAM MOTOR SUBWAY 


Work on the first stage of Birmingham’s 
scheme for a motor subway under High- 
street, leading from the Big Top car park 
to the new Inner Ring-road, is to start early 
next year. Preliminary work of exploring 
the site has begun on the Big Top site and 
workmen from a London construction firm 
are sinking the first of a series of boreholes 
to test underground conditions. The sub- 
way, estimated to cost in the region of 
£300,000, has been designed to ease road 
traffic congestion in the city centre, and is 
to serve stores in the new £5m. multi-storey 
shopping centre to be built on the Big Top 
site. Control of most of the Big Top site 
has been acquired by Raventop Develop- 
ments, Ltd. 
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MOW WINTER LECTURES 


Programme for December 


LECTURES to be given during December, 

in the Ministry of Works winter season 
of discussion lectures on subjects of interest 
to the building industry, are as follows:— 


December 1.—‘‘ Waste Plumbing Fundamentals,”’ 
by R. A. Parker, AMICE, etc., Senior Sanitary 
Engineer, MoW. Technical ‘College, Kingsway, Scun- 
thorpe. 7.15 p.m. 

December 1.—‘‘ Powered Hand Tools,’”’ by A. F. 
Coare, ABICC, Technical College, Wulfruna-strect, 
Wolverhampton. 7.15 p.m. 

December 2.—‘‘ Sewage Treatment,’’ by R. A. 
Parker, AMICE, etc., Senior Sanitary Engineer, 
Mow. College of Technology, Department of Build- 
ing, Warren-street, Sheffield. 7.15 p.m. 

December 2.—‘‘ Lightweight Concrete,’’ by J. C. 
Blenkinsop, FRIC, Building Research Station, 
DSIR. ‘olkestone Technical College, The Grange, 
Shorncliffe-road, Folkestone. 7 p.m. 

December 3.—‘* Prestressed Concrete,’’ by J. S. 
Arlett, Structural Engineer, MoW Municipal 
College, Victoria-circus, Southend. 7. 30 p.m. 

December 3.—‘* Problems of Plastering and Render- 
ing,”’ by L. A. Ragsdale, Building Research Tech- 
nician, George Wimpey and Co., Ltd. Technical 
College, Tosteldeprond Maidstone, Kent. 7.15 p.m. 

December 6.—‘* Timber in Building,’’ by J. Jowett, 
Regional Officer, Timber De ent Association. 
bo yea Mining and Technical College, Castleford. 

p.m 

December 6.—‘‘ Foundation Problems,’’ by L. R. 

MICE, Superintending Seacheel En- 


Creasy, BSc, 
gineer, MoW. Public Library, Corporation-street, 
Chesterfield. 7.15 p.m. 


December 7.—‘* An Introduction to Prestressed 
Concrete,” by R. C. Blyth, MA, AMICE, etc., 
Cement and Concrete Association. South Dorset 
Technical College, Newstead-road. Weymouth. 7 p.m. 

December 7.—‘* Paint—Its Manufacture and Use,” 
by P. S. Symons, Director, The North British Chemi- 
cal Co., Manchester. Gas Board’s Showroom, St. 
John-square, Cardiff. 7 p.m. 

December 7.—‘* Gypsum Plasters and Their Pro- 
perties,””’ by W. H. Ransom, Building Research Sta- 
tion, DSIR. Lauder’s Restaurant, 22, King-street, 
Kilmarnock. 7.15 p.m. 

December 8.—The above lecture will also be held 
at the Gas Showroom Hall, High-street, Falkirk. 

p.m. 

December 8.—‘‘ Lightweight Concrete,” by W. 
Kinniburgh, FRIC, Building Research Station, DSIR. 
mie College, Queen-street South, Huddersfield. 
.15 p.m. 

December 8.—‘‘ Uses of Aluminium in Building ”’ 
(speaker not yet announced). College of Further 
Education, New Town-road, Hereford. 7.15 p.m. 

December 8.—‘* Essentials « Good Concreting,”’ 
E. E. H. Bate, CBE, MC, AMICE, Chief Works 
Engineer, MoW. Isle of Wight Technical College, 
Hunnyhill, Newport. 7 p.m. 

December 8.—‘* Soil Mechanics in the 4 
Industry (Construction of Foundations),’’ by M. 
Leonard, BSc(Eng), AMICE, etc., Soil Slecnelee’ 
ee Technical College, High-road, Tottenham, N15. 

p.m. 

December 8.—‘‘ Paint—Its Manufacture and Use,” 
by P. S. Symons, Director, The North British Chemi- 
cal Co., Manchester. Lecture Room, the Central 
Library, Swansea. 7 p.m. 


December 9.—The above lecture will also be held 
at the Gymnasium, the Technical College, Albany- 
street, Lianelly. 7 p.m. 


December 9.—‘‘ _ Heating and Ventilating 
Installations,”’ by E. W. Herrington, AMIMechE, etc., 
Senior Engineer, Mow. Co-operative _ Kingston- 
Square, Kingston upon Hull. 7.15 p.m 


December 9.—‘* Repair of Senin Buildings,” 
by F. L. Felgate, ARIBA, AMIStructE, District Sur- 
veyor for Shoreditch. Hammersmith School of Build- 
ing, Lime-grove, W12. p.m. 


December 9.—‘* The Operation of the Working 
Rule Agreement in the Building Industry,’”’ by E 
Harding, Transport and General Workers’ Union, 
Technical College, Hempstead-road, Watford. 7 p.m. 


December 14.—** Vibration in Buildings,”’ by R. 
Steffens, BSc(Eng), Building Research Station, DSiR: 
County Technical College, Stafford. 7.15 p.m. 


December 14.—** Essentials of Good Concreting,”’ 
by J. R. Lewis, AMlStructE, Structural Engineer, 
MoW. (Address not yet settled.) 7.15 p.m. 


December 15.—‘‘ Essehtials of Good Concreting,”” 
by S. White, BSc, AMICE, Senior Civil Engineer, 


MoW. Kitwood County Sec. Sch., Boston. 7.15 p.m. 


December 15.—‘* Legal Obligations of Building Con- 
tractors,’ by J. J. Clarke. MA. etc.. Barrister-at-Law. 
North Staffordshire Technical College, Cauldon-place, 
Stoke on Trent. 7.15 p.m. 


December 16.—** Bricks and Brickwork,”’ by Lock- 
hart W. Hutson, OBE, FRIBA, PP/RIAS, Lecture 
ee ea of Economics, Bell-street, Dundee. 


by 








1954 November 26 1954 THE BUILDER 87 


RES 


ember, 
season 
interest 
Ows:— 
." 
y, Scune 


YA. F, 
la-strect, 





Ba. A: 
sngineer, 
of Build- 


tion, 
Grange, : s 
y J. S, 
funicipal 


‘Render. 
h =Tech- 
fechnical 
15 p.m. 
, Jowett, 
Ociation. s 

oa Here is a new translucent 
eB. 
ral En- 
on-street, 


estressed 
A, etc., 
Dorset 
7 p.m. 


building material for 


ida skylights, wall lights, 


ng-street, 





be held 
Falkirk. 


panels and partitions 
soa 
es 
hanes - UNDULITE is a translucent corrugated plastic sheeting 
‘Comes, - reinforced with fibreglass for extra strength. 

Sheers It is rigid and durable enough to stand up to the severest 
weather, and completely shatterproof. 
UNDULITE is made in standard sized sheets to nest 
with standard pitches of other materials and it can be 
cut, sawn, drilled, clipped or even nailed with ordinary 
tools to suit individual requirements. 
ili Wherever there is a need for simple, inexpensive day- 
=. lighting in farms and factories, shops, warehouses, garages 
Cibe, . and office buildings, there is a place for UNDULITE. 
rit Sur Write for a copy of our illustrated folder for details of 
a's iis sizes, prices, colours and uses. 
Engineer, 


= NOOLITE 


lng Cone = made by Ashdowns 


on-place, 








Building 
1M. W. 
echanics, 
im, NIS. 


id Use,” 
1 Chemi- 
Central 


be held 
Albany- 





Working 
7 





' Union, 
; JF pm. 
by R. J. 
1, DSIR. 
m. 


icreting,”” 
Engineer, 





icreting,”* 











by Lock- 
Lecture ASHDOWNS LIMITED, ECCLESTON WORKS, ST. HELENS, LANCS. TELEPHONE: ST. HELENS 3206 
Dundee. Ashdowns Limited is a subsidiary of Pilkington Brothers Limited 





THE BUILDER November 26 1954 











STAYP UT THE SAME PATTERN 


FITS EITHER LEFT OR 
RIGHT-HAND DOOR 
OR WINDOW. 




















Made in four sizes : 


No. 00. No. 0. No. 1, No. 2. 
Arms 28” 4" = 53" 


THE RHODES "“STAYPUT” ADJUSTER 


is a simple but strong device for holding... 
Garage Doors Caravan Windows 
House Doors Greenhouse Skylights 
Van Doors Locker Doors 
Cupboard Doors Swing Mirrors 
Cabinet Lids 
- and anything else which moves on hinges. 


RHODES CHAINS LTD. 





Beacon House, Kingsway, London, W.C.2 WRITE FOR 
Chancery 8135/6/7. Rhodespaca, London BROCHURE No. 


RC. 1016/5 














always ask for 


INSULATION BOARD | 


MADE IN SWEDEN 
STOCKED BY MERCHANTS EVERYWHERE 


SOLE CONCESSIONAIRES IN THE UNITED KINGDOM 


GLIKSTEN BUILDING MATERIALS | 


CARPENTERS ROAD, LONDON, E.15. TEL: AMHERST 4444 & 5588 
LIVERPOOL OFFICE: 87, LORD STREET. TEL: CENTRAL 3441 





Demountable partitioning by Compactom in the 
St. Swithin’s House offices of The Shell Petroleum Company Ltd., London. 


When 


you 
decide 
to 








a id 
divi e = 8 #8 gs you'll find the most suitable materials and 








finishes for all requirements combined in Compactitioning — 


the complete, individual service of 


COMPACTOM PARTITIONING 


Write for full details to COMPACTOM LTD., OXGATE LANE, CRICKLEWOOD, LONDON, N.W.2 
Telephone : GLAdstone 2600, 8887 








Govember 26 1954 


TOWN PLANNING 
DECISIONS 


Daylighting on Carnforth Site: 


Proposal to Erect Further Houses 
Dismissed by Minister 


N appeal against the refusal of the Carn- 
“ forth UDC to allow the erection of 
two houses on land at Haws-lane, Carn- 
forth, has been dismissed by the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government. 

The appeal site lies between No. 43 Haws- 
jane, the end of a terrace erected in the 
latter part of the last century, and No. 49, 
one of a pair of similar houses erected more 
recently. All the houses have their rear 
portions partially set back to improve day- 
lighting. 

In the course of his decision the Minister 
says he notes that the Council have no 
objection to the use of the land for housing, 
but that they object to the appellant’s pro- 
posal on the grounds that it would be in- 
jurious to the amenity of the occupants of 
No. 43, owing to the obscuration of day- 
light by the outbuilt portion. 

The Minister is satisfied that the proposal 
would result in a serious loss of light to No. 
43 and, consequently, he is of the opinion 
that the Council were right in refusing to 
grant planning permission. He is satisfied 
that a more suitable layout could be devised 
and he thinks the best solution might well 
prove to be to make No. 45 (one of the two 
properties proposed to be erected) a smaller 
house, with little or no rear projection. In 
all the circumstances he has decided to 
dismiss the appeal. 


Vinister Allows Reconstruction of 


Islington Factory 


AN appeal by Samrose Properties, Ltd., 


against a refusal by the London 
‘County Council to permit the rebuilding of 
an existing factory structure for light indus- 
trial purposes at No. 22b Wolsey-road, 
Islington, N1, with additions to the first floor, 
has been allowed by the Minister of Hous- 
ing and Local Government, following a pub- 
lic inquiry conducted before Mr. H. G. 
Warren, ARIBA, MTPI, one of the Minis- 
try’s Inspectors. 

The grounds of the Council’s refusal were 
that the proposal (a) would not accord with 
the Development Plan for the area, which 
envisages residential development; (b) would 
not accord with the Council’s planning 
standards relative to the daylighting of 
buildings; and (c) would be an over-develop- 
ment of the site and would, accordingly, 
seriously prejudice the amenities of the area. 

The premises are situated in a residential 
road and are in a state of bad repair. 

In the course of the inquiry it was stated 
on behalf of the appellants that the area in 
question was not programmed for develop- 
ment in the Development Plan. A new 
building would be a great improvement on 
the existing building and would improve the 
amenities of the neighbourhood. The 
appellants did not know how the proposed 
building would affect the daylighting of No. 
51 Mildmay Grove. Some of the windows 
in the existing building overlooked the 
garden of that house, but if necessary those 
windows could be ‘omitted from any new 
‘building which was constructed. The 
appellants were also prepared to consult the 
‘planning authority about the materials to be 
used for facing. 

On behalf of the LCC, it was stated that 
-as the area was residential, and was intended 
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to remain as such, an industrial building was 
not in accordance with the Development 
Plan, nor did it accord with the Council’s 
planning standards relative to the daylight- 
ing of buildings. The proposed building 
was in advance of the building line, and 
there was little likelihood of the Borough 
Council giving approval under by-laws. 


In allowing the appeal, the Minister 
states that in view of the previous user, he 
can find no sufficient objection to the pro- 
posal to rebuild. He considers, however, 
that the building as at present designed is too 
large for the site and should be redesigned 
to reduce it by about 7 per cent. In this 
connection he suggests that the omission of 
the lavatory spur from its present proposed 
position might be possible to achieve the 
desired reduction, and lavatory accommoda- 
tion provided within the main building. He 
notes that the appellants are prepared to 
consider omitting the first-floor windows 
and that they will consult the Council about 
the materials to be used for facing. The 
Minister has therefore decided to allow the 
appeal and accordingly grants permission 
for the rebuilding of the existing light indus- 
trial factory structure, subject to the condi- 
tion that the design and external appearance 
of the building shall be as may be agreed 
with the local planning authority or, in 
default of agreement, as shall be determined 
by the Minister. 


SOIL-CEMENT FOR ROADS 


Progress in Construction Methods 


IN RECENT YEARS the use of cement- 
stabilised soil for the construction of road 
and airfield pavements has increased con- 
siderably. To date, 17 local authorities have 
used the technique for the construction of 
roads. in housing estates, and 11 county 
authorities have laid lengths of classified 
or unclassified roads by this method. The 
advantage in using soil stabilisation lies in 
the fact that the soil at the site of the road 
constitutes 90 per cent. of the road base, 
so that the cost of obtaining and transport- 
ing aggregates from elsewhere can be 
eliminated. 


The Road Research Laboratory has 
carried out a great deal of work on the new 
technique and in particular on the problems 
presented by the wide variety of soils 
encountered. Most granular soils are suit- 
able for treatment with cement, but some 
contain organic matter, derived from over- 
lying vegetation, which retards the harden- 
ing brought about by the cement. It has 
been found that this effect can sometimes be 
overcome by adding calcium chloride with 
the cement; this problem is still under investi- 
gation. Heavy clays are difficult to mix 
with cement, and studies are in progress to 
determine the efficiencies of different types 
of mixers, and whether hydrated lime added 
to the clay will assist mixing. 


To ensure satisfactory results, laboratory 
tests should be made on the soil before con- 
struction is started. When sampling, vege- 
table topsoil should be removed, and samples 
taken from the formation level of the pro- 
posed road. These are mixed with cement, 
moulded into cylinders and tested in com- 
pression at an age of seven days (BS 1924: 
1953, “Methods of Test for Stabilised 
Soils”). A list of firms equipped to carry 
out this type of testing can be obtained 
from the Director of Road Research, Road 
Research Laboratory, Harmondsworth, 
Middlesex. 


LMBA 


S. African Builders’ Jubilee 


"THE president of the LMBA, Mr. R. S. 

Williams, has received a cordial letter 
of thanks from the president of the National 
Federation of Building Trades Employers of 
South Africa in response to the LMBA’s 
message of congratulation on the occasion 
of the Federation’s Jubilee Congress last 
month. 

In the course of his letter the president 
says:—* Congress was most appreciative of 
the arrangements made for your Associa- 
tion to be represented at Congress through 
Mr. Harland. His constructive contribution 
made during the course of debates, and more 
particularly with reference to the possibility 
of the establishment of an Institute of 
Builders in the Union of South Africa, were 
very well received and will no doubt be 
followed up by a formal approach to the 
British Institute in due course.” 

Mr. Ian M. Leslie, OBE, editor of The 
Builder, who was an official guest at the 
Congress, is to address the LMBA Council 
on the subject on December 16. 


AGM Luncheon 


Mr. NIGEL Bircu, MP, Minister of Works, 
is to be the guest of honour of the LMBA 
at a luncheon at the Park Lane Hotel. on 
January 18 next, before its annual general 
meeting. The president, Mr. R. S. Williams, 
will preside. 


READY-MIXED CONCRETE 
DISTRIBUTION 


Summons for Alleged Excessive Noise 


SUMMONS for causing excessive noise 

with a “concrete agitator ”"—a vehicle 
for moving ready-mixed concrete in a drum 
which slowly revolves as it is driven—heard 
by the Dudley Bench, on November 5, was 
probably the first of its kind in the country, 
writes a correspondent. 

Appearing for the defendant, Sidney 
William Everitt, of Dodderhill Court, Droit- 
wich, Mr. J. C. Carless said the case was of 
great importance to his client who owned 
over 80 of such vehicles. 

Police-Sergeant B, J. Bradford, said it was 
his opinion that the noise was caused by the 
basic design of the vehicle. He said he 
heard the vehicle going past the police 
station, and it was making a sound like the 
continuous ringing of a fire engine bell. 
Later he saw it on a cinder bank building 
site, and examining it, saw that the noise 
came from the crown wheel and pinion 
gearing which caused the drum holding the 
concrete to revolve as the vehicle was driven. 

As this was an open gearing, it could not 
be completely oiled and this was the cause 
of the ringing noise. 

Asked by Mr. Carless: “So you are 
quarrelling with the way the makers turn 
out these vehicles? ” Sergeant Bradford 
replied, “ Yes, I think all these vehicles make 
an excessive noise, and I think every one 
of them commits an offence.” 

Mr. Carless said vehicles of the type had 
been in use for more than 20 years, and his 
client had 82 of them, 14 of which operated 
in the Dudley area. If the design was 
wrong, he suggested it was a matter for some 
higher authority to prohibit the use of them 
on the road until a modification had been 
introduced and the noise made not object- 
ionable. 

After consulting their clerk the Magistrates 
found the case had not been proved. 
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INQUIRY BUREAU 


Radiator Failure 

Q.—Could you supply some advice on a 
problem concerning the hot water radiator 
system in my private house? The whole 
system worked satisfactorily for about two 
months, after which the radiator, marked (4) 
on the diagram, and adjacent towel rail 
began to lose heat and, since then, I have not 
been able to get the heat back again. I 
should explain that there is ample hot water 
and all the other radiators get very hot, but 
although radiator No. (3) gets hot, the heat 
does not go. down below the return pipe 
which descends into the first floor. 

On two occasions I have had the system 
drained down, disconnected the return to 
the boiler, shut off the other radiators and 
washed out the pipes to clear away 
obstructions, if any, and after so doing, on 
firing the boiler No. (4) radiator and towel 
rail have got warm for a short period but 
then cooled off. I cannot see where there 
can be any air lock, and I am of the opinion 
that the lower radiator No. (4) and towel 
tail should have a boost pipe, such as I 
have indicated on my sketch. Incidentally, I 
have restricted the flow of hot water to 
radiators Nos. (1) and (2) in an endeavour 
to force the hot water to No. (4) via No. (3). 
In fact, I have completely shut down Nos. 
(1) and (2) in an endeavour to get the same 
result, but to no avail. My plumber is at a 
loss to understand why the system has failed 
after having worked quite satisfactorily for 
a period of about two months. (The whole 
of the hot water supply in the house is of 
the indirect system.) | a, ae ON 


A.—Generally the reasons why radiators 
fail to get hot are due to one or more of the 
following: (a). The design of the scheme 
may be at fault, where basic principles and 
method of application are not fully appre- 
ciated. (b). Pipes laid to a reverse fall pre- 
venting the release of air. (c). Corroded or 
otherwise obstructed tubes. (b). Short- 
circuiting or by-passing the particular circuit 
in question. (e). Insufficient boiler power. 

The present fixture is arranged in such a 
manner that if either radiators Nos. (3) or 
(4) is shut off then circulation will cease 
on that circuit and both radiators will be 
cold It will also be noted that the ground- 
floor radiator is being heated by the cool 
water coming through the first-floor radiator. 
The suggested extra drop would not assist. 
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Alternative 


Suggested alteration to hot water radiator 

system by “ H.O.D.” (The pipe sizes 

shown are dependent upon the size of 
radiators.) 
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This could have been avoided by making a 
single drop pipe with each radiator inde- 
pendently connected to it. However, a more 
satisfactory method would be to treat this 
part of the circuit as a two pipe scheme, thus 
providing both radiators with hot water 
which has not been partially cooled by the 
return water from the upper-floor radiator. 
O. D. 


Marble Restoration 


Q.—(1). Can you suggest the best materials 
for cleaning marble wall linings without 
harm to the polished surface? (2). Is there 
a method of reviving the polished surface 
where it has previously been cleaned with 
a diluted solution of acetic acid? H. J. A. 

A.—(1). This is primarily a job for a specia- 
list firm that engages expert marble polishers 
who have had considerable experience in 
restoration work. A good deal of damage 
has been caused in the past to valuable 
marble wall linings by treating them with 
various acids and compounds in an 
endeavour to clean off stains aad marks. It 
must be realised that once a polish has been 
removed from marble it is difficult to replace 
and can only be achieved by stripping and 
repolishing, which would be very costly. 
This process of polishing is a complicated 
one involving many fine grades of grits until 
the last one used almost produces a polish, 
then with the skilful use of oxalic acid, 
putty powder, etc., the final polish is pro- 
duced which should be a mirror finish and 
devoid of scratches and marks. It can be 
readily understood the difficulties that will 
arise when this surface finish is removed. 

However, if the marble is stained or 
marked, it should be carefully washed with 
clean water to remove dust and grime and 
then cleaned with a solution of ammonia 
bifluoride in the following proportions: 
4 oz. to 2 gal. of clean water. When the 
surface has been sufficiently cleaned it should 
be washed off and dried. After washing, 
beeswax softened in turpentine should then 
be applied and vigorously rubbed in; this 
will produce a polish that will last a con- 
siderable time. 

(2). There is little chance of the surface 
mentioned being revived in a simple manner 
but it could be first cleaned in the manner 
previously mentioned and any staining re- 
moved by applying chloride of lime in paste 
form to the surface. Allow to dry and re- 
main for several hours, then wash off, dry 
and wax polish as before. This will pro- 
duce a passable polish. Other than this, 
complete stripping and repolishing is the 
only remedy. GS... S, 


Damp Patch on Inside Wall 


.Q.—Can you advise me on how to deal 
with a damp patch which has been appear- 
ing for some months on the inside wall 
of a bedroom about 4 ft. below the level 
of the ceiling. The patch coincides with 
the bend of a chimney flue leading into 
another bedroom. The flue, however, is 
open only at the top, the opening into 
the bedroom having been bricked up. A 
local builder has inspected the stack and 
is of the opinion that in damp weather 
moisture is condensing inside the flue and 
settling on the bend. As the cement render- 
ing inside the flue is very poor, he assumes 
that the water is gradually seeping through 
the brickwork. He proposes to insert a 
pipe from the outside into the: flue, thus 
creating a current of air up the chimney. 
I myself am not happy about this and would 
be glad of any suggestions or advice you 
can give me. F.C. 
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A.—There appears to be little doubt that 
the dampness now appearing in the room 
has been caused as a direct result of rain 
falling down the open chimney and soaking 
into the brickwork. 

It is always a very unwise practice to 
seal a fireplace opening without also sealing 
the top of the flue. It should be understood. 
that under normal conditions there is a 
constant passage of air passing through the 
flue even if the fireplace is not being used 
for fires. This air passing through the flue 
does in its passage keep the surrounding 
brickwork reasonably free from moisture. It 
will be appreciated therefore that the sealing 
of the flue prevents the passage of air, 
resulting in the conditions now experienced. 


While the insertion of a pipe may pro- 
vide that passage of air, it is only a cure 
and does not remove the cause. With this 
in mind we would always recommend 
sealing the flue at the top, thus permamently 
preventing any rain collecting in the flue. 
In making this recommendation we are 
assuming that the brickwork surrounding 
the flue is in good condition and that the 
stack has a damp-proof course. — 


SCFBTE 
Brighton Association Jubilee 


NEARLY 300 members and 
assembled at the Grand Hotel, Brighton, on 
November 12, for the annual dinner cele- 
brating the Diamond Jubilee Year of the 
Brighton, Hove and District Association of 
the Southern Counties Federation of Build- 
ing Trades Employers. The official guests 
included Mr. G. W. Grosvenor, National 
President; Mr. Stanley Hearder, National 
Director; Mr. W. S. Jones, Regional Presi- 
dent; and the Regional Secretary, Mr. S. R. 
Gerdes. Mr. S. F. Wilkinson, Under-Secre- 
tary to the Ministry of Mousing and Local 
Government; and the presidents of sister 
associations in Sussex were also present. 

Mr. W. S. JONES, in proposing the toast 
of “The Association,” offered warm con- 
gratulations on its long record of service to 
the industry, and paid tribute to those “ who 
had laid the foundations and raised the 
edifice,’ mentioning particularly the dis- 
tinguished services rendered by the late Mr. 
Charles Lynn and Lt.-Colonel R. J. Cox, 
who had been presidents of the Southern 
Counties Federation in 1922 and 1934 re- 
spectively. 

The president, Mr. S. R. BOosTEL, in 
acknowledging the toast in felicitous terms, 
emphasied the spirit of service which had 
motivated the association and its members, 
and stressed the importance of preserving 
the traditions of the industry and all its 
crafts. 

Mr. G. W. GROSVENOR, in proposing the 
toast of “ The Past Presidents,” paid tribute 
to those who could really claim credit for 
the immense virility and responsibility ef the 


whole Federation at national, regional and* 


local level. The roots of that strength were, 
he said, firmly embedded in the local associa- 
tions, and in congratulating Brighton on 
celebrating their 60th anniversary, he asked 
them to remember that there were many 
other associations of even greater antiquity, 
including his own (Bath Association) of 
which he had the honour to be this year its 
centenary president. 

Mr. H. H. Ridge, the senior past president 
attending the function, responded. The toast 
of “Our Guests” was proposed by Mr. 
D. B. Patching; the response being made by 
Mr. Anthony Marlowe, QC, MP. 


guests. 
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FALKUS 


BROS. LTD. 


BUILDING CONTRACTORS 








CRAFTSMANSHIP 
THROUGH APPRENTICESHIP 


is our watchword and to do things finely and 


thoroughly is our endeavour. 


The FALKUS ORGANISATION 
has achieved in no small degree the satisfaction 
which derives from good workmanship and a 


worthy Clientele gives hearty assent. 


46 + BISHOPSGATE - EC2 


Telephones: 
London Wall 1876 Bishopsgate 3381-4 (4 lines) 


Telegrams: 
“Falbrowok, Spimark, London” 
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THE PRE-EMINENT 


BUTTERS 


How were they built ? & \ M qi Oe a elt 


quantities 
. or at site 
It’s always been a bit of a puzzle and we WA ex merch 
can only guess how long it took or how } oN the ener 
much it cost to build the Pyramids. But a) . oF a 
the Egyptians used slave labour anyway, merchant: 
so it doesn’t really count. Today you have AGGREC 
to pay all along the line: labour, time, c - q i satan 
materials and everything, so any ideas on : & = Boroug! 
saving are very welcome. When it comes ; mt. Fam 
to scaffolding there’s a very simple way ; Pit Ballast 
to cut costs and that’s by using the e : — S 
fabricated NO-BOLT Double Coupler. ii _— 
It’s strong and makes the safest, most Pan Breez 
secure method of joining scaffolding tubes F x roy 
yet thought of. And you don’t need to be 
a Nubian slave to fix it, nor do you need 
spanners, nuts or bolts; a mere tap with a ee 
hammer is all that’s required. Releasing : , a ae ryan 
it is just as easy. It’s fastened by nothing : 1 to 61 
more complicated 4 UTZ F ying 
than a wedge—an i 1 to 61 


FABRICATED idea that’s as old as a « Aquacret 


CEMEN 


a NN a 


ton on 


the Nile, in a setting | (A Red, Buf 

NO-BOLT as modern as é ts ; $ in ston 
tomorrow. 4 ‘ : ; | i ; "inaee 

DOUBLE COUPLER £ NE Ss : 417 Com 


: ve = Super Ce 

TYPE iis 1 f, . a Portla 
ye ? . ‘ : =» Cullamix 
shed : i a br * (1-ton 
Lightnin; 
ous ce 
Stourbric 
Londo 


Supplied: also with ; » BRICKS 


CAPTIVE WEDGES ne ier 
which cannot. be lost. ' : Second | 


Quick delivery ex- ' y Bete 
stock and an efficient j 
service guaranteed. 


Demonstrations arranged 
to prove that with the 
NO-BOLT system any 


form of scaffolding can 
be erected at less cost. Sl | 

: & Five times the work for _ The perfect building crane for helght 
the same labour cost— of lift, great radius, speed and 


an 807% saving—is typical reliability. Full details gladly sent 
on request. 


BRITISH BUILDING & ENGINEERING APPLIANCES ITD. ee 


‘63-65 London Road, Sandy, Bedfordshire. Tel. : Sandy 104 LONDON: THE CRANE WORKS, LONG LANE, NRUNEDON, SUBD. 
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CURRENT PRICES OF MATERIALS 


HE information given on these pages has been specially compiled 
for The Builder and is copyright. It is the intention that the 
details given should indicate fair average prices of materials not 
necessarily the highest or the lowest. The prices apply to large 
quantities of materials loaded at works, delivered at London Stations 
or at site in London Area as stated. Prices for smaller quantities 
ex merchants warehouse will necessarily be higher so as to include 
the stocking and handling costs involved. Due to the exceptional 
circumstances now prevailing it is recommended that the prices 
of materials should be confirmed by inquiry from suppliers and 
merchants. 


AGGREGATES AND SAND 


Delivered site in full lorry loads. Average of prices for 
Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, Holborn and 
St. Pancras. 


Pit Ballast 

Pit Sand 

Washed Sand ; 

Zin. Shingle .. 

din. Broken Brick 

Pan Breeze ise wae 

Fine or Coarse Foamed Slag ‘Aggregate uae 
2 yds. of fine and 2.6 yds. of coarse per ton 


CEMENT, etc. 


Including non-returnable jute sacks or paper bags. 

Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specifica- 
tion delivered Charing Cross area. 
6-ton loads and upwards, site 
1 to 6 tons, site “! 

Ferrocrete Rapid Hardening C ‘Cement in 6-ton loads 
and upwards to site 
lto6ton do. SHO... 

Aquacrete Water Repellent Cement. 32s. 6d. per 
ton on ordinary cement prices. 

Red, Buff or Khaki Colorcrete in 6-ton lots 

Other colours according to colour. 

In 4-ton lots from 211s. 9d. to _ 9d. - ton. 

White Portland Cement ae 
Under 1 ton 

417 Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) in 6-ton lots 
and upwards 

Super Cement (Waterproof), 32s. 6d. ‘per ton above 
Portland Cement. 

Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, £9 4s. 3d. to £10 17s. 9d. 
(l-ton loads and upwards). 

Lightning and Ciment Fondu Brands High Alumin- 
ous cement, 6-ton lots and up s 

Stourbridge Fireclay, 6 6-ton loads at Railway Depot, 
London «e 


per yd. 


per ton 


per cwt. 


per ton 


BRICKS 


Full Loads. 

First Hard Stocks... aa ae aan . 

Second Hard Stocks ... ae sie See a 

Mild Stocks... 

All loaded free into lorry at the works. The question 
of haulage is still very difficult and prices must 
be obtained from job to job. 

2¢in. Nominal Fletton _— to sites in W. - 
District Commons , 

Cellular Gis. ese 
Keyed do. 
Rustics ese ea 
Cellular Rustics 
Single Bullnose do. 
Sandfaced .. 

Best Blue Pressed Staffs (London Stations) 
Do. Bullnose (London Stations) eae 

Blue Wire Cuts (London Stations) ... 

Midhurst Lime Bricks (London Sites) 

Uxbridge Whites (London Sites) .. 

2}in. Best peeteaetieal Fire Bricks (London 
Stations) 

3 in. do. “(London Stations) | 

2i in. Machine-made Sandfaced Red "Facings 
(London Sites) 

2% in. Machine-made “Multi Red Facings (London 
Sites) 

2j in. Hand-made Sandfaced Red Facings (London 
Sites 

2j in. Hand-made Sandface. Multi-Colour "Facings 
(London Sites) 

Hand-made Sandfaced Cherry Red Facings, Berk- 
shire district (London Sites) 

Hand-made Sandfaced Multi Colour Facings. 
Berkshire district (London Sites) .. 


A nAnaoeoenk aA wo anacoanocoocooococo 
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Rubber Bricks for ganged arches (London Sites) ... 
2%in. Surrey Clamp Burnt Multi Stock Facings 
,(London Sites) 
23 in. Surrey Kiln Burnt Multi Stock Facings 
(London Sites) ia 
Glazed Bricks (London sites), , White, Wory, B Brown— 
Stretchers... eee 
Headers os a = ond 
Quoins, Bullnose and 4b i in. Flats 
Double Stretchers ... "8 
Double Headers 
One side and two ends 
Two sides and one end 
Splays and Squints eos ° 
Cream and Buff £3 extra over White. Other 
colours, hard glaze, £8 10s, Od. extra over White. 
All above prices plus 74% for Best quality and 
plus 74% less 10% for Second quality. 


eSsosceoom & a 


cocoooosco a co of 


PARTITION SLABS, etc. 
Delivered Central London Area. 
HOLiow CLay PARTITION BLOcKs (Keyed) 
Minimum 
lorry loads. 
y) ae ee one 140 yds. 
2¢in. ... eae as 140 yds. 
.) ae me Pom 120 yds. 
4 in. (6 cavity) ae 95 yds. 
Half blocks at no extra enagl 


CLINKER CONCRETE. 


21,” ..6 BP ae 100 yds. 
24 in. aaa an 85 yds. 
3 in. ‘sd ‘sa 75 yds. 
4 in. aes eee 55 yds. 


CRANHAM 


.-. per yd. sup. 


2 in. aaa 
2¢ in. ws 
, > 


fe in. Load bearing quality Sa ‘a 
FLoor BLocKs 


3 in. Floor Blocks 12 in. aisle 12 in. delivered in full 

lorry- -loads aaa 
5 in. —_— a mre <a oe as at 
6 in. Eee toes se ae one waa pre 46 
7 in. ‘— eae aa eee ee ate 56 


per 1,000 32 
34 


STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc. 
The following are the percentages to be added to the Standard List prices 


delivered London Area. f ; 
Over 100 Pieces Under 100 Pieces 
Over 2 tons ee 2 tons iwnaer 2 tons 


Best Qualit: % << 

Re eis i ah 
Teste ualit 

B.S.S. Tuued" é0. +4743 +674% +4749 +9749, tafetion % 


3 in. Land ~~ — nae = in. ee .< ine cone 1,000 10 13° 
4 in. do. 2 $ 


STONE 


Bath Stone— 
Monks Park das . per ft. cube 
St. Aldhelm Box Ground Pa 

Delivered in railway trucks at South Lambeth 
B.R. Western Region 

Doulting Stone Random Blocks. Delivered London area 

Beer Stone. Delivered London area eas oe 

Portland Stone— 

Brown Whitbed in random blocks, 20 ft. ~—- 
delivered in railway trucks at Nine Elms, B 
Southern Region on “ae 
Yorkshire Stone—Blue Robin Hood Quality. 
Delivered to site London in 6-ton lots. 
9in. x 3 in. Rubbed, weathered, throated and 
stooled cills aes es eos ese per ft. cube 
12 in. X 6 in. do. do. aes a 
12 in. X 3 in. Plain coping, twice throated... ae 
12 in. .x 3 in. Weathere = twice throated iat pa 
14 in. X 6 in. do. 
44 in. x 9in. Plinth, cabal on ‘top and face .. 


3 in. sawn two sides Siabs, random sizes . per x 
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STONE ~contienes eee 
emplates and Cover Stones, 3 in., 4 in. and 6 i s : ; 
“on moe fa me ease Sbictewonk it perft.cube 1 3 5 Sin x Tin, ae eS ee: ee. i 10 r 
brickwork eer ee ne o> nee ce en ot so 
Hep in x2 in, 1.710 | Sin x 4hin, = Gin. x 44in. © Tin x 3pin ‘0 4 
in. X2 in. Squa: 1 in. in. X 4i Se: 
Se es cr ts te CE ix Bin x in 
and front : - in. in. X Sti i in. 
eet Maine ctbencention wins | sexe | tom x in 13in. x Gin on 
2 in. Rubbed and Jointed Paving, given sizes... per ft. su 710 | 18in. x sin 16 in. x 8 in. 18 in. x 6 in. 
2 in. Sawn Paving, edges squared, in random sizes per yd. sup 2 13 10 20 in. x thin abet vees ae SE 
TILES and PANTILES Steel angles average price =. ues 
Delivered London area by road in 6 tons or over pe Steel tees average price... 2s ee ees * 2 ¢ 
ence Be meg and French pattern Tiles trom ro eee ey und London— $5 a yi ee 
a cui 
Hand-made Pantiles Berkshire district _... . 2 p 4 Compound girders _... ae oR 
Hand-made Double Roman Bridgwater district ‘..<.. 58 13 6 Stanchions ee ae = 2 ¢ 
-made 10$ x 64 tiles Berkshire district 131 9 Compound stanchions ay oo. See ce HO H 
Machine-made 10} x 64 Staffordshire district ma 13 8 9 In Roof Work—Trusses and Purlins -.. 0. 0s 9 6 
Se ee Soe FS | saagAen one ntact TS 
Concrete tiles 1 nit x 6h ley _ pop cae ase 1 6 6 Stock } oa and wooo BSS785 ex konto 
do. Interlocking (49S) .. |... tm — es ae “pet ot oe 
Nore.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. ts = ag eee eco eos ese ee ia 217 : 
——, in. _ eee eee eee eee eco 2 & 
irst-quality Slates from Penrh ‘ Sa? Pie)" gests eat alee age 17 
ali States, rom, Penchyn or Poremadon casiage Mun Sten. Tunes ' 
000 actual. Tubes to BSS1387 a 
nd Fittin List prices and foll 
he o04| So .L. Fittings Malate Fags 
x . Td lass 1 oO. 
2x Il ove ee 93 16 0 Class B + 1g E °, . 
20 oo 8415 0 9 ight + 233% Malleable List — 35% + 407 
30 x 10 we 73 19 6 a 3089 iin 
18 x 10 a 0 Class A — 22% 
18x 9 ee 53 18 9 Class B — 112% 
ns 475 6 #% = Light ~=+ 11% Malleable List — 35 
a. > gee] Ses a! bie, tu % 
Stent at aa 34 10 6 C.Il. HALF-ROUND 
nes in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. Delivered London per ‘yd. in 6-ft. — Stop 
eo twood— - hit on - Nn e 10 
oinery qualit: ° } in. 
Joinery pelty Ex. Wharf per standard £10510 £125. | 4 in. ts a 
Md —— and Grooved Flooring do. oe £1 » - 7 -- 4/104 3/9 1/6 
Mahogany—African S.E. ‘oe _ is 
Honduras do. és perft.cobe-3 3 8 | sin CAS. ene 
oak’ European do. do. ” O | 3b in. o Aft 3/8 / 
do. Japanese do. ... do. ” = S| oe ee Sees oe 4/6 3/8 1/2 
~ do. English Logs sawn do. - 150 4} in. ee, | ee Hy = 3/9 1/6 
eak 8 in. average S.E. do. ¥ 300 | 51 13% 4/5 1/8 
Walnut African Logs sawn do. ve 116 ox s/il s/l 1/11 
DOORS (in Lots I-11 ‘ Per yd. i RAIN-WATER Pipes 
Delivered London area. ) ia ds ws — a5 ens ome 
if in. ; <?+"9q yt Pattern 4 4 in. deal 34 in. Kes cat 3/9 es. 
-Oin. X t é in. 
ctaxseen | ~ ae Fes 34 in, Ud 4/9 7/3 
2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. aa , 5 13.0 | 4in. 8/7 5/8 8/7 
S foe 8: eee 14 0 9/11 6/11 * 10/2 
2 in. do. but top panel open. Pattern4 x Gindeal ” -— 2 in. aa c. C. oe: me, PIPES 
is x 6 ft. 6 in. oo eh na = 2 9 0 24 in. sa ” 1/Tk 5/10 1/2 
9in. xX6ft.6in. 1. o 211 6 | 3in mee 6/6 8/11 
2 in. ne cTrter Pattern 2 x Gin deal ” 34 Se see - eee gis was rot uw 10/8 
MméanHese 2 oD et 236 ye - = 7 oe 
SUND r ” ove prices on utters, = 
Delivered Lon diehioiies: only. Lots over 3 ge ers  Fin-water and sol nes athe plus 10% Ba 
1 in. Wood Wool Slabs, 6 ft. 0 in. x 2 ft. 0 in. in tonnage allowance. 4-ton lots 5 per cent, 2-ton lots 24 per cent. 
Hine do of 1 ton (ei te to : ton) nung - 5 L.C.C. - DRAIN PIPES 
yds.tolton) ... see vier n 9-fts. 
éo. 52 4 % 
ae, fo  Wewion Sw | SS Set = We oe 
in. o 39 yds. to lt ey Seige in. oe. a ee 
Quantities under 1 ton add 1d. per tin of thickness. = ASBESTOS aan com ay _ 
4 in. imported insulation Board, quantities over 5,000 sq. ft. Orders under £30 less 12% per cent. discomt. scree 
in. Hardboard do. = ieaed 100 sq. ft. 2 2 6 Orders over £30 less 174 per cent. discount. 
a" - a i 3 Pipes 6-ft. lengths ...per yd. + i. 2¢in. = 3in 4 in. 
in. Asbestos Flat Building Sheets 4 Shoe 4/ 4/10 6/5 
——s Felt, 1-ply ... ove : per y - sup 3-2 Single itt «. each /5 2/8 3/2 4/3 
Hed seer ete - 1b Bett ranches - » 3/9 4/6 5/4 7/6 
m.. Scotch Glue, in os ae ion per i cwt. s } 5 Swan Necks 4} in. od 43 Ot 2/11 3/9 5/4 
ots Glue eis pan one 2 29 Ss 3-8 do. 6in. do. 9 3/2 39 Vio as 
Cut Nails 3 in. (i-ton Tots) . 8 Ib. 2 6 0 Assestos O.G. GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 
do. 4 in. and up (I-ton lots) oe perton 56 5 0 4 in. 4} in Si ‘ 
Wire Nails, 3 in. (4-cwt. lots) a »” 52.15 0 Gutters 6-ft. ana -: aa’ Eas 3/7 3/11 4/8. i. 
do. Lao. jio3\|— * 2/10 3/4 3/10 a7 
aiid Sra awn, Ere” ce a ae 
oists— oe: Oe al 4/10 
6in. Xx Sin., 8in. X Sin.,8 in. xX 6in., 10 in. x 6 in. Velen Cli S nor ae xi ae 3/4 3/10 4/7 
12 in. x 6 in. plain cut to o lengths delivered London se De IT 8 1/8 2/1 2/5 
mr, ce ces perton 38 7 6 ASBESTOS ——- rs AND FITTINGs 
n. in, 4¢in. Sin. 6in 
3in. x 1} in. Gutters 6-ft. lengths ryd. 2/6 ‘ 
3 in. X 3 in., 4in. X 3i in., 5 in. x nae in. = re 310 0 Drop en se = a ach a 2154 3/04 at a3 
4in. x 1} in. bis ooo ” 4 5 0 Stopends ... ow ge, /10 /il ihe + 
42 in. x 12 in., 241 emai ca? =! ca. ” > 0 0 Angles Seu) #0 heey aa 2/8 Oil. 372 4/3 
oe Ree BTR Le ee ee cee | ee ee a ee 2/8 = 2S 4/3 
” Union Clips ... eit lal oeee 1/1 1/2 1/4 2/- 








November | 











































































































wit 
331 


Dri 


Rex 


sizes 








oo 

-_ 

i) 
DADADR BDH 


ranches 
28/9 
58/9 



















November 26 1954 





THE BUILDER 








TILE, STONE or CAVITY BRICK 


Drill Faster witle 


DURIUN 


Registered Trade Mark 


TIPPED DRILLS 


FOR ALL MASONRY AND TILES 

















Look how this Durium - tipped Drill is working almost at 
the edge of the pot—without fracture! This sharp, clean- 
cutting quality of Durium-tipped Drills makes them specially 
valuable for many a tricky cavity job, quite apart from their 
extraordinary speed and silence in operation. 

Durium-tipped Drills are made in all Rawlplug sizes from 
No. 6 to 30, in Rawlbolt sizes C. D. E. & G., and in the long 
series for drilling through walls. Look for the special inset 
Durium tip, and for the name DURIUM on the shank. 
Almost diamond-hard. No other is a genuine Durium Drill. 

Free literature gladly sent on request—write today. 


<—— Dyerium-tipped- thats the pont! 


THE RAWLPLUG CO. LTD * CROMWELL RD * LONDON, ° 











SW7 











with the NEW 
DIESEL DRIVEN 
32T Concrete Mixer 


Driven by a sturdy, reliable 1} h.p. diesel 


engine, running costs of the new REX 3}T © 


Mixer are only 1}d. per hour. That’s a 
great new economy in 3}T mixer opera- 


tion ... write for full information today. 


Rex Mixers are also available in the following 


sizes ; 5SE, 5E, 7E, 7S, 10S, 12S, 14S and 28S. 








Te at) @ a 





(Box 113) 90-94 BROMPTON ROAD, LONDON, S.W.3 
Telephone: KENsington 5151 Telegrams: Blawnox, Southkens, London 
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THE PHOENIX TIMBER CO. 
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FROG ISLAND - NEW ROAD - RAINHAM - ESSEX : Telephone: RAINHAM 
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METALS—continued Per ton basis | PAINT AND DISTEMPER 


in London 4 
Delivered London area 


Mer bant alit ne Ceiling Distemper aaa a2 aor See +. per cwt. 
Jron—Staffordshire Crown. c > y ‘ Washable Distemper 


Steel Bars A sd as ana ‘i 
oF Steel Hoops ... sr fo Noe am oe é Gloss Paint ove --» per gal. 
Ex Merchant’s | Snowcem cement paint (in 1 cwt. drums)... --» per cwt. 


cee 
-—OUn~ Te 
coon 


Cir ay he LEAD PRODUCTS AND OILS. 
s. d. | Ground White Lead, 1 cwt. kegs per cwt.... 
Genuine White Lead Paint, 1- 19 gal. ‘jots in 1 \ tins per gal. 
6 | Genuine Red Lead, Dry, 1 cwt.keg ... =a ... per cwt. 
6 | Genuine Linseed Oil Putty, 1 cwt. atin Be! pe ' 
6 | Size XD quality, 28 Ib. as sie - SS ‘tin 
| Raw Linseed Oil (5 gal.) Drums extra. nos ..» per gal. 
0 | Boiled Linseed Oil (5 gal.) do. “e ial aaa 
0 
0 





_ 


Soft Sheets C.R. MESA 
20 gauge ... ; 46 14 
24 gauge ... vas “ea oun ees aoe has ws (44 39 
26 gauge . ae aa oe 

Galvanised Corrugated sheets 6 ft. to 9 ft. i 
20 gauge ... i 3 


poe ode eee ses eee eee eee ‘ aes a Semen 


Galvenised Flat sheets C.R. and CA.— Turpentine substitute (5 gal.) drums extra 
20 gauge . _ aaa aid Pee do. do. (40 gal.) do. do. 
24 gauge .. Solignum, Brown (5 gal. cans) Exterior 
26 gauge ... eee | Creosote (40 gal. barrels) <r ‘ pe aa a 
PLUMBERS’ BRASS Work, Coprer, ‘Zinc, ETC. | Paste Powder (1 Ib. poe. ous a ... per lb. 
ania in London area. White Lining Paper .... a ae hes ... per piece 


eo 
= OONAIN OG 
enceocoo 


— be 
sSNN 
=! 


— 


“sSINN 


M.O. 
All per doz. $ in. Fi in. Lin. Ifin. 1}in. 2in. | 
Screwdown..bib cocks caren | VARNISHES, etc. 


head for iron Deli stead 
Toilet bib cocks for iron — a ondon area. } 
Screwdown stop cocks for iron 188/- 323/6 462/- 815/~ | 0@ be nag Outside or Inside 
do. with two unions for lead 132/— 234/4 419/- 554/6 1234/3 | Oak ? ale Copal do, ... 
Double nut boiler screws... 23/3 42/— 43/- 59/6 83/8 Hard Drying Oak for Inside ... 
Heavy Croydon ball valves ... 155/3 237/7 433/6 614/- ee aoe Varnish > 
Plumbers’ union brass lead to ggshell Flat Varnish do. 
iron : the bacy SEE 21/- 34/9 0/6 74/6 145/3 Finest Carriage Varnish 
Itin. 1}in. 2in. 3i 3h in in. Front Door Varnish ... 
Caps and screws Bes ... 29/9 36/4 52/9 82/6 105/6 Po — Size 
Brass sleeves 4 27/6 27/6 49/6 :66/- 67/ lack Japan... 
co x 6lb. 14 x 61b. 2 x 71b. 3 x 7 Ib. Brunswick Black 
a's Black tas 
a Of. » 974/~ Terebene 
soa Saya lets 390/— Knotting (1 gal. bottles free) . 
French and Brush Polish (do.) 





Lead P. trap with ica atning 


Sooooooanoaannagon 


s. 

Plumbers’ pas ae ate aa ana ase. per ib. 3 
- secage ha noi ade coe ove ase ‘ae oa 
ato 4 GLASS 
Copper toes BSS. 659/1944 on the basic price of 323d. per Ib. plus gaug Delivered London area. 

and manufacturing extras as follows. Minimum quantities, 3 cwt. s. 
| = oz. Sheet Glass Ordinary Glazing Quality. Cut Sizes 

: : 4 oz. 

in. x 19 gauge = 5 Total per Ib. % | 26 oz. 

in. x 19 ove ”» 8..| 32 oz. 

. xX 18 ibe 1 ”» ” C $i in. Rolled Plate 
x 18 at »» fs in. and fin. Rough Cast 
i toe ‘ ” ¢ | 4in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral, Standard I patterns : 
or. ee 10} 2 a 3 White nd 

Rolled Copper ‘Sheets up to 48 in. wide, basic price . do. Standard Tints 

plus gauge and manufacturing extras a per ton 337 5 do. ~ Special Tints .. Me fake a Fer ee 
Sheet Zinc, 10 gauge (25 SWG) 5 cwt. = upwards per cwt. 7.19 4in. Cross Flexon, Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, Reeded, 

do. 12 gauge (23 SWG) o 717 Reedlyte and Lomteating ue Ses ‘ei 

do. 14 gauge (21 SWG) Se. ae 7 16 tin. Wired Cast is 
Brass tubes basic anne _— gauge we manufactur- : 4 in. Georgian Wired Cast 

ing extras - ... z per Ib, 22 | Hollow Glass Blocks— 


LEAD SHEET AND PIPES P.B.2 5% x 5% x 3f in. 
Basis selling price in minimum one-ton delivery to one address in London P.B.3 7% xX FE Xx 3f in. 
or Home Counties ‘ P.B.32 Ti x i x 3} in. 


Radiused C Blocks t tch ‘> 
Lead Sheet, English, 33 1b. substance and ss tviganadl perton 147 P BD is ao ee eenriaaiagions 7 ne ws 
Lead Water Pipe incoils. ae o9 148 PBS 
Lead Soil Pipe 10 ft. or over Zin. to4in. dia. <.. = P.B.32 aes 
Lead Gus or ubenaes Combo pipe sis eS 149 t in. Polished Plate Glass, G.G. Quality— 
Extras over Basis for quantities under 1 ton. In plates not exceeding : - goes S 
Scwt. and under 1 ton e, .. =percwt. 43 ft. she 
3cwt. do. Scwt. 7 ae ee. a oes 

» 9 100 ft. sup. 


1 cwt. do. 3cwt. a ae : 
‘~ tin. Polished Plate, extra sizes, i.e., plates oiin 100 ft. 


Smaller quantities than 1 cwt. priced ‘specially. 
Supplying sheet lead and lead pipe to less than basis sup. or 160 in. one way or 96 in. both ways. G.G. quality— 


weights and cutting to sizes less than basis charged Not exceeding 135 ft. sup. or 250 in. one > way or ‘135% in. 
extra ee to current trade schedule. both ways ... é 
Allowance for Old Lead, collected £100 5s. Od. per Not exceeding 180 ft. sup. or ditto 
ton weighed at buyer’s works. bp nmeer ay ft. Pog st or ditto ‘ 
Plates exceeding 200 ft. sup. prices on app ication. 
PLASTER, etc. Substances other than } in. Polished Plate at Special Prices. 
Coarse Pinki in 1-ton loads and over Eten on vent per ton 
do. White do. Quantity Tariff—Sheet and Sundry Glass. 
Sirapite Coarse do. poy The following prices apply to minimum quantities of one size and one 
pattern delivered by the manufacturer to one.site at one time. 


do. Fine do. do. 
Blue Lias Lime in 6-ton loads Minimum Per ft. super 
Hydrated Lime do. Description of Glass quantity s. d. 
Lump Lime do. 18 oz. sheet O.Q. ag “ied ag a ea 000 
White Keen’s or Parian Cement in 1-ton loads 24.02. 45 is ad pees aaa ite = bs 
Pink Keen’s or Parian Cement in 1-ton loads 26 * ee aa 7” ae ree wii a 7 
Granite Chips in 6-ton loads sve ive Sak 32 o 
MET ous -. per cwt. + in. "Rolled Plate 
Gypsum Plaster Lath or Base Board zi in. thick 600 ¢in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral Standard 

yds. and over in one delivery. Deliveredsite ... per yd. Patterns, White is 

1,200 yds... re ¢in. Cross Flexon, Pinstripe, -Hammerstripe, 
Gypsum Plaster Wall Boards, 3 and 4 ft. wide, 6 to ‘Reeded, Luminating and Spotlyte .. * 

12 ft., ¢ in. thick, 600 yds. and over in one fs in. and in. Rolled Plate or ' Rough Cast 

delivery, Delivered s ae ..: , in. Wired Cast, Hexagonal . ; 

1,200 yds... aa re wii oad de 4 in. Georgian Wired Cast 


Ne 


San eee 
NNO NN 


Aus Cow 


COS cocoo 
UURWH AKU 


= 
FPNOOUMANIAIAIA 


AWDOOADRCOWA 


— 
elo 








The Builder 
CURRENT RATES OF WAGES 


AS FROM OCTOBER 4, 1954. — (Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy but we cannot be responsible for errors.) 


KEY TO SCHEDULE OF GRADE RATES. 
Grade Classification. A Al 


Town. varie 
ADEraVON ....eccecccseeseverees 


came. ° 
‘aAldeh 





A2 
Ashby-de-ia-Zouch U.D... . 
Ashby Woulds U.D....... nate 


Ashford (Middlesex) 





Ashton-under-Lyne 

Aspatria and Brayton 
Atherstone R.D. (parts of) A 
Aylesbu: 2 
Aylesby 


Prrrrrerrriy eee 


STON) cvannnenoxssees A 
A2 





Bagshot oesssscssseeeees 
Foweit "i 


Barrow-upon-Soar R.D 
(exc. ee A2)...A 


by-on-the-Wold is Al) 
Bate cece 


aecceecccscccesees 


ore 
Beaconsfield "& District 
Beamish 


— Saakneaepeannsi’ geoaeene 





>: 


atbGELLESEU 


- 


Beeston & Stapleford vB 


eeeeesecccceececs 








Billericay ....ccccccccccsscscesees 
Billing . eo pooh 
Billingham araess 
Biisthorpe 


Birkenhead 
Birmi 





Bispham ...ccccocssreeeee 
Blackburn 


Craftsmen ... 
Labourers ... 


THE BUILDER 


3/9 3/83 
3/34 3/3 


A2 A3 
3/8 3/7 
3/24 3/2 





Town. Grade. 
.A2 


AY sevsceeee 


Bunga 
Burnham-on-Crouch . 

y 
Burtoe-on-Trest CB. . 
Sey St. Edmunds 


BURtOD scovccccese: 
Byfleet 





Canterbury 
Cardiff 


Caernarvonshire, Cnty. of {A2 
Carnforth . 
Castleford 


b>dzb>>>> 


> 


Chesterfield R.D. 
Chester-le-Street U.D. 
ester ....... eecccccccccocs 
Chippenham (inc. Chippen- 
ham Within and Harden- 
Ee ia 


bbb>d> 


Bi 


Clacton ..ccocccccccces 
Cleethorpes .....000+- eo 


Cleveleys 


Town. 
Felixstowe .. 





Town. 
Loxton . 
Luton 
Lyneham (Devon) ....... 
Macclesfield 
Maldstove =~ 





Gainsborough Oy wx oe 
Gatesh 


Gloucestershire, Cnty. ved ae 
Godalming _ ........... aaeuee 
Goole M 3 

Gosport eocccceecees oA 
—— BEB. .c0s0 








Great Yarmouth - 
Grimsby C.B. & R.D. meet) 
Grimsby R.D. (remainder) A 
Guilsborough Al 
Guiseley .... 








crcccccccccescccocoeth 


Haywards Heath 
Hemel Hem 


seeesccesssee 





Clitheroe ...cccccccccccsccee: 
Coalville U.D. ..... 
Cobham (Surrey).. 
Colchester 


eae County nner #02 
Coventry C.B. .......+6+ 
Cranbrook ...... 

Cranleigh  ........000. 

eon (Sussex) 


Deal — .ccpece ‘ 
Denbigh Town ........s0000+ 
Derby _— scaeapnaat 





Blackpool _ .....sceeeee 
Blackwell R.D. nonnansostennciae 





Dideor ~eccccccoceecoococsocones 
DISS — .nerccccccccvccccccescscces. 


Dx 





Blaydon U.D. 
BRS WOT 2. scccvcccscccvccceeseas ny 


Dorking eosenionnens 
Dorset, County of. (except- 
st Poole, Swanage - 


mae ececcccsecocooscccoccocace 








seecescerece eee 


Bradford 
Bradford-on-Avon 
Braintree 


; . County of.. A 
—_ Knoll eubssducenebavenen 








Do A 
Driffield U. DD. cccccecccccscccAl 
Droitwich M.B. A 
Dudley M.B. .. 

Dunstable 
aed Ci 


coccceccccessssccccendh 


A2 
sobbed of... tA2 
A2 








ingsteignt 
Kirkham TR REECE TN 
ugh U.D A 
Knowle Pare | 








seeececescccseses 


East! 

BE. Sim. +4 Mon. Val 

East Grinstead District...A2 
Eastwood (Notts.) U.D.......A 
Ebbw Vale & District A 





A 





~via eheschorsebenvessekauee 
Falmouth Rev | 
A 








h A2 





and London the rates are :—Craftsmen, 3s. 104d. ; Labourers, 3s. 5d. In the case of London the rate beyond the 12-mile radius tonutaiiidin:te. j0d, 
t This is the County rate ‘and applies except where higher grades are stated. 
ishments operating 


Liverpool 
“et sat - 444. * Plus 2d. per working day. 
under the Supplementary Rules for Woodworking Factories and Shops, 


ding own tools when gy in establ 





er day ; 3; when pp eed, on other building industry work, 4d 


SL the country the rate o: 


aah guestenth, i. 4d. per hour. 











Lewes 

Lichfield M.B. 
Lincoin C.B. 
pated 





Maltby _... 


Malvern U.D.. ; 
Manchester ... 
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Town. 
Shoreham ....... eecceeeeensens A 
Shrewsbury M.B. .. ; 
Sittingbourne ..... mebee 
Skegness U.D. .... 
Skipton U.D. ..... 
Sout U.D. 


Southampton 
Southend- on-Sea Dist. 


ene Shicids C.B... 
Spalding U.D. .... 
Stafford M.B... 
SERIES daccaccsese 
Stamford M.B. . 
Stantonwick 





BELRLL 


eeeeeoesescssees 





2 
Sdarket ‘sibsanash VU. D: A 
Maryport ..... enseses eoccccces 1 


Melton Constable 
_ Mowbray U.D....... 


easecereceseoons 


rthyr 
Middlesbrough 


Milford _ 
Morecambe 
Morley 


ecvcccccsccsceccecseo Ah 





StOCKPOTE-  <. ccecesocecoccccses 
Stockton R.D. ..... 
Stockton-on-Tees — .......60 
Stoke-on-Trent CB... aoseon 
Stoke Orchard ........ 
Stourbridge M.B. .. 
Stourport U. 
Stowmarket Al 
Stratford-on-Avon M.B. alk 
pee srw — ea Ra 
Sunning 


LLLELEL 





Mundesley A2 








Nantwich ......cccccccesseeseeeeeAd 
Nelson eeacheosecne ae 
Newark-on-Trent R.D i‘ 

INGWDUTY - coscccsescoce wig vasscdae 
Newcastle-on-Tyne A 





Swinton U.D. ......cecceeeseA 
Tamworth M.B. .. 





ool 
Tenterden ssesesesesoeveccees wh ‘ 
1 





Newcastle-under-Lyme ......A 
New Forest District .........Al 
Newmarket _ ........008 Al 
Newport, Mon. .... 
Newport Pagnell .. ‘i 
Newton Abbot ........00000.-Al 
Northallerton Dist. A 





Thames Haven  ..ccccccoerA 
Thetford . Ad 
ThOPPe Bay ..cacccccceccccccceesh 
Thurrock U.D.C. Area ......A 

North = to Billericay A 





Northampton C.B.......0000A 
North Shields....... A 
aware Radstock sutonosnentian 





Tonbridge ...cccccccceeess 


Torquay ..... 
Nee become 








tontneS C.B. cccccccocconAh 
Nuneaton M.B A 





Tunbridge | Wells Secceseconsb 
Ty h C.B. A 





Pickering secceccoccesccocccceeAhd 
Plymou 

POMtCHTACE §—..2 02 ecccccccescees 
Pontypridd District veneer 
Portishead 


Portland Stoneyards 





S sopflomeciennsions mane 4 
Pulbor A2 
Radnorshire, County of fA2 
—— coccccccccccecccecees. 


Rayleigh .... 
Readi: 











Salisbury Plain 
Sawbridgeworth . 
Saxmundham 
Scarborough 

















For Building Trade Wages in Scotland see page 885 





Uppingham (Salop) 
Uttoxeter U.D. . 


Wakefield 





m 
Weston-super-Mare 
Weybridge 











Woking (District) : ceocceceees 

Wokingham 

Wolverhampton CB. 
neorroengs . 


WwW, 
Ww 





Worksop M.B. 


wages for women engaged in craft processes is 2s. 84. per hour. Women introduced to carry out 
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IT’S A 
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WITH 


WARERITE 
HANDY PANELS 



























































You know exactly where you are with WARERITE 
Handy Panels. All you need is ordinary glue— 
and common sense. For resurfacing or for 
on-site jobs you'll find them easy to cut and fit. 
This is because a Handy Panel is WARERITE 
Laminated Plastic material press-bonded to 
top-grade plywood—and this gives you an 
absolutely flat surface. 


WARERITE 


LAMINATED PLASTICS 


Normal WARERITB 
veneers are available without 
plywood backing, but 
we strongly recommend 
that these be fitted by firms 
specialising in this type 
of work, to make sure 
of an even and com- 
pletely satisfactory job. 


WARERITE LIMITED (UNIT OF BAKELITE LIMITED) - WARE + HERTS + TEL: WARE 502 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


DEVELOPMENT PLAN APPROVED 


The Minister of Housing and Local 
Government’ has approved with modifica- 
tions the development plans for Oxfordshire; 
Worcester City; and Bury County Borough. 


THE LATE MR. B. N. PARSONS 


The death occurred on October 31 of Mr. 
B. N. Parsons, BA, chairman of Thos. Par- 
sons and Sons, Ltd., Church-road, Mitcham, 
Surrey, at the age of 51. 


THE LATE MR. G. H. LOVELL 


The death occurred on October 29 at 
St. Mary’s Hospital, W2, of Mr. G. H. 
Lovell, glass manager for T. & W. Farmiloe, 
Ltd., of Westminster, SW1. 


THE LATE MR. F, M. BOND 


Following almost immediately upon the 
loss sustained by the Limmer & Trinidad 
Lake Asphalt Co., Ltd., in the death of the 
chairman, Lord Courtauld-Thomson, the 
sudden death occurred on November 11 of 
Mr. F. Malcolm Bond, managing director 
of the company. 


CONCRETE LECTURES 


A revised lecture list for the period 1954- 
55 has recently been published by the 
Cement and Concrete Association, 52, 
Grosvenor-gardens, SWI. 


EXMOOR NATIONAL PARK 


Before his new appointment as Minister of 
Defence, Mr. Harold Macmillan, Minister of 
Housing and Local Government, confirmed 
without modification the Exmoor National 
Park (Designation) Order made by the 
National Parks Commission last Januarv. 


LAND OWNERSHIP 


Circular No. 70/54, published by the 
Stationery Office for the Ministry of Hous- 
ing and Local Government, gives effect to 
some simplifications of the machinery for 
giving the Minister’s consent to the sale, 
lease or letting of land by local authorities. 


WORLD’S LARGEST SAW 


The Sheffield firm of Spear and Jackson, 
Ltd., Savile-street, is understood to be mak- 
ing the world’s largest circular saw for cut- 
ting Portland stone. It is 11 ft. 6 in. in dia- 
meter compared with the previous world’s 
largest, a German-made saw of 11 ft. dia- 
meter. The saw will be completed in the 
New Year and will weigh about a ton. 275 
18-carat diamonds are being brazed into the 
cutting teeth. 


IRISH TECHNOLOGICAL STUDIES 


The Northern Ireland Government has 
introduced “The Higher Technological 
Studies Bill” which seeks to empower the 
Queen’s University of Belfast and the Bel- 
fast Corporation to enter into new arrange- 
ments for the conduct of higher tech- 
nological studies, particularly mechanical 
and electrical engineering. It is now pro- 
posed to transfer these activities to a new 
building which will be managed by a joint 
authority representative of both University 
and Corporation. The detailed arrange- 
ments are to be governed by an agreement 
which forms the subject of this Bill. The 
building and its initial equipment may cost 
about £1m. 


THE BUILDER 


SMOKE POLLUTION 


A new film entitled ‘* Guilty Chimneys ” 
has been produced by the Gas Council, 1, 
Grosvenor-place, SW1, and presents the facts 
about the smoke pollution menace, its wast- 
age of fuel and the effect upon the public 
health. 


BATTERSEA FESTIVAL GARDENS 


In reviewing the results of their opera- 
tions in Battersea Park this year, Festival 
Gardens (London), Ltd., have informed 
the London County Council that in their 
view its policy has been a complete success 
and the Gardens are now firmly established 
as a normal part of the London scene, 
equalling in popularity places such as the 
Zoo, Kew Gardens, Madame Tussauds ‘and 
the Tower of London—this in spite of the 
fact that it rained almost every Saturday 
throughout the summer. 


MANOR TO BE DEMOLISHED 


The demolition of Knedlington Manor, 
near Howden (Yorks), which is now in pro- 
gress, will rob the East Riding of another 
of its stately homes, Built in 1842, the 
manor is a fine example of the strictly Tudor 
style, and contains stained-glass windows by 
Warrington, of London. The former home 
of Thomas Clarke, who owned the manorial 
rights, ecclesiastical rights and nearly the 
whole of Knedlington township; and later 
of ihe Rudd-Clarke family, the manor and 
estate passed into the hands of the Earl of 
Yarborough. Parts of the fabric of the 
building, such as oak staircases, fireptaces, 
stained-glass windows, will shortly be on 
sale by auction. 


PORTABLE POWER 


The preview of an industrial sales film 
entitled “ Power Magic” was shown in 
London recently. This twenty-minute film, 
which is to be distributed in more than 
60 countries, shows stages in the assembly, 
testing and packing of the “ Brabo” diesel 
electric generating set manufactured by 
J. and H. McLaren, Ltd., Airedale Works, 
Leeds. It also shows how these compact 
units can bring many of the benefits of 
urban life, from electric lighting and heating 
to electric shaving, to places as remote as 
the Californian desert or the Australian 
“outback.” It is understood that the 
“ Brabo” generating set may also be used 
for providing electric power for building 
sites under all climates and conditions. 


RECRUITMENT OF APPRENTICES 


The opinion was expressed at a meeting 
of the Plymouth Joint Apprenticeship Com- 
mittee for the Building Industry recently 
that builders were missing good appren- 


tices due to a short-sighted recruitment 
policy. It was felt that because apprentice- 
ships were not always available at the same 
time as recruits, boys were drifting into 
other work, particularly in Devonport 
Dockyard. There was general agreement 
that it would be in the interests of the 
employers as well as of would-be recruits 
to the industry to plan ahead and give the 
earliest possible indication of future require- 
ments. The committee thought that boys 
should, where it was possible, be urged io 
stay at schoo] for a few extra months until 
there was a vacant apprenticeship in the 
industry. It was decided to refer the matter 
to the next meeting of the South-Western 
Federation of Building Trades Employers. 


TRADE NEWS 


SHELF COUPLINGS 


An instantly-removable wall fitting of new 
design is being marketed by Oznel Couplings, 
Ltd., 65 High-street, Sutton, Surrey, for use 
in the home generally. The couplings are 
made from pressure die castings in Mazac 
3, and can be used where shelving brackets 
would be unsightly or awkward, and where 
the shelving is required to be instantly re- 
movable. They are rustless and can be 
painted or enamelled. 





Rustless cadmium-plated screws are pro- 
vided, and where more than normal weights 
are required to be supported, an arm 
assembly unit is supplied which is also in- 
stantly removable. It is understood that in a 
recent test, a 6 in. wooden shelf was loaded 
up to 24 cwt. before the wood splintered, the 
supporting couplings and auxiliary arm units 
remaining unaffected. 


ALUMINIUM ROOFING 


A folder of descriptive leaflets illustrating 
examples of the installation of super purity 
aluminium as _ roofing,- flashings and 
weatherings has been issued by the British 
Aluminium Co., Ltd., Norfolk House, St. 
James’s-square, SW1. 


SOIL STABILISER 


A process for turning almost any soil 
other than sand into a firm, brick-hard sur- 
face to any required depth by the addition 
of a powder, was demonstrated by Soil 
Roads, Lid., of Gerrards Cross, Bucks, at 
the recent Public Works Exhibition. In the 
case of roads, no hard-core is needed, and 
all that need be done is to mix the powder 
to a soil-depth of 6 in. and then roll. Soil 
can also be turned by this process into build- 
ing blocks of a strength understood to be 
equal to brick, and the resultant surfaces are 
claimed to be frost-proof, waterproof and 
capable of drilling or cutting. 


BRITISH EXPORT TO USA 


The British-made Merton “ Overloader,” 
incorporating several new features, is now 
being exported to the United States of 
America, Canada and parts of South 
America. The sole concessionaires in the 
UK and the Americas are Mackay Industrial 
Equipment, Ltd., of Faggs-road, Feltham, 
Middlesex. The bucket of the new Mark V 
Merton “Overloader” has a capacity of 
3 cu. yd. and covers the full width of the 
front wheels of the tractor. The digging 
depth can be adjusted by the removal] and 
replacement of two bolts, to any position 
between 2 in. above ground level and 4 in. 
below ground level. 


SCAFFOLDING EQUIPMENT 

The ‘No-Bolt” scaffolding coupler 
marketed by British Building and Engineer- 
ing Appliances, Ltd., of Sandy, Beds., 
employs no bolts, nuts or screws which 
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might become lost, jammed or cross- 
threaded. The basic principle is a wedge, 
and the steel plate coupler is secured by the 
tap of a hammer, being released by the same 
means, A new type of trench strut pro- 
duced by the firm consists of a tubular steel 
outer body with an internal 1} in. steel shaft, 
captive within the body casing. The strut 
can be fixed in position by one man, and 
extension to the required size is achieved 
by the rotation of a forged steel collar. 
There are two sizes available to cover all 
usual trench sizes, and samples were submit- 
ted to Birmingham City Industrial Research 
Laboratories. The results are understood 
to have indicated an unusually high safety 
margin. 


HYDRAULIC LOADER 


A hydraulic loader which can be mounted 
in position behind the driver’s cab of most 
commercial vehicles is being marketed by 
Stanhay (Ashford), Ltd., Elwick Works, 
Ashford, Kent. It is fitted with a hydraulic 
grab suitable for handling loose commodities 
such as sand, gravel or bulk cement, but can 


also be used with slings for other items. 
Operated by a _ gear-type pump giving 
1,000 lbs. per sq. in. pressure, the loader 
can handle loads of up to 10 cwt., its 
lifting capacity varying according to the 
length of jib fitted. The lift can be 
stopped at any required height so that the 
first grab can be discharged low towards the 
back of the vehicle and the last grab high, 
so as to load right up to the cab. The jib is 
slewed manually and will operate through a 
full half-circle clear of the side of the vehicle. 


COLLIERY WASTE AS FOUNDATIONS 


In a recent project at Hatfield main col- 
liery, near Doncaster, nearly 150,000 tons 
of hitherto useless colliery waste were trans- 
ported some half mile to serve as the firm 
foundation of a new NCB coal stockpiling 
area: an area which will eventually cover 
more than 35 acres. The contractors, Grant- 
Lyon and Co., Ltd., of Scunthorpe, Lincs, 
used three new, high-speed “Caterpillar ” 
DW21 wheeled tractors and scrapers, work- 
ing in conjunction with a new “ Caterpillar ” 
D8 pusher tractor, all four machines being 
hired from B. Y. Jackson and Son, Ltd., of 
Putney, who also supplied a servicing unit. 
In spite of bad weather, the earthmoving 
was completed within 10 weeks. 
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OVERSEAS BUILDING 


[From Our Own Correspondents] 


Angola.—It is some indication of the 
general industrial progress of Angola that 
during 1954 requests have been made to the 
Director of Economic Affairs for authorisa- 
tion to set up the following industries: five 
factories for the hulling and improvement 
of coffee; two mineral water factories; three 
fishmeal and fish-oil factories in Baia dos 
Tigres and Porto Alexandre; two cinemas 
for natives in Benguela and Mossamedes; 
factories at Novo Radondo for manufacture 
of soap and soaf-products and refining 
vegetable oils; an electric laundry in Lobito 
and a mechanical laundry in Benguela; and 


* a factory for bicycle accessories in Loanda. 


A special credit of £12m. has been opened 
to cover the costs of planning the proposed 
Baia dos Tigres railway. Allocations have 
also been made as follows :—£1,200,000 for 
new roads; £360,000 for maintenance of 
existing roads; £500,000 for public works and 
new construction; £1,680,000 for extension of 
the Mossamedes railway to Serpa Pinto; 
£540,000 for the first phase of the Congo 
Railway; £500,000 for the hydro-electric 
installation at Mabubas; £500,000 for the 
hydro-electric installation at Biopio; 
£400,000 for the hydro-electric installation 
at Matala. 


Egypt.—An international call for tenders 
for a drinking water project for Egyptian 
villages has been publicised in Cairo. Issued 
by the Ministry of Municipal and Rural 
Affairs, the task is scheduled to be com- 
pleted within 34 years. The total cost is 
said to be around £E12m. Payment will be 
over a period of eight years. ... The 
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administration is studying the possibility of 
a factory for building railway wagons. 


Holland.—The housing programme to be 
launched in the Netherlands next year in- 
cludes the building of 65,000 new houses, 
The rebuilding of farms destroyed during 
the war is expected to be completed during 
the year; also the rebuilding of houses 
damaged by the 1953 floods. The total 
expenditure for the year 1955 is estimated 
at about £184m., of which approximately 
£148m. will be spent on buildings and £36m. 
on roads and waterworks, . . . The Bata- 
afsche Petroleum Co. (Royal Dutch Shell 
Group) has announced that a. second cata- 
lytic cracking plant is to be built at Pernis. 


India—A new bicycle factory is to be 
built at Rajpura, near Patiala. It has been 
approved by the government. Industrialists 
are to be invited to build other factories in 
this territory. . . . The first stage of the 
scheme to supply power from the Damodar 
Valley Corporation to the steel town of 
Jamshedpur has been completed. 25 
research committees have now been formed 
in India. Most of them have building pro- 
jects in planning stages for the future. These 
research committees cover such industries as 
radio-electronics, chemicals, mining, medi- 
cine, leather, cellulose and roads. A build- 
ing research committee has also been set up 
to co-ordinate the plans of the other com- 
mittees. 


fraq.—The Iraq Dev. Bd., in conjunction 
with the Ministry of Social Affairs, have 
launched a programme to provide proper 
houses for people who have hitherto fived 
in huts on the fringe of big cities. Over 
‘£4m, has been allocated, and contracts have 
been handed out to local contractors for 500 
houses costing about £400 each at Basra, 
410 houses at £450 each in Baghdad, and 
1,000 houses at £300 ‘each also in Baghdad. 
On a higher scale the government-backed 
Estate Bank has recently awarded the con- 
tract for the first 40 houses in a 1,000-house 
scheme, costing about £2,000 each; and the 
Bank is also planning a completely new 
suburb just outside Baghdad. In addition 
the Public Works Department is to build a 
number of houses for officials. 

The Summer Resorts Dept. of the Ministry 


of Development is spending money on 


improving Iraq’s northern holiday resorts, 
and it is possible that a use may be found 
for prefabricated houses as family bun- 
galows. The Ministry of Defence has been 
authorised to*spend over £1m. on camps and 
buildings. . . . The Ministry of Education 
and the Ministry of Health have been 
allocated £400,000 each by the Dev. Bd. for 
schools and hospitals. 


Southern Rhodesia——A £4m. grain silo is 
being built at Aspindale, near Salisbury. It 
will be the largest project of its type in 
the African continent. It is being built for 
the Grain Marketing Board and should be 
ready about the end of 1955. The building 
will consist of a nine-storey plant house and 
36 silos built in four rows of nine. 


Sweden.—A new power station producing 
600m. kw. hours per year is to be built on 
the River Nea near Trondheim. Stockholm 
is to receive half its power production. Its 
cost is estimated at £5m. Stockholm authori- 
ties are to. put up £4,200,000 towards the 
capital cost. The project is still to be 
approved by the Norwegian government. 


SWEDISH WALLBOARD 


It has been announced in Stockholm by 
Mr. G. Lofgren, head of the Swedish Wall- 
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board Association, that the British decision 
to put imports of wallboard on the free list 
was greeted with great satisfaction in Sweden. 
Sweden’s wallboard exports to Britain in 
1951, before the restrictions were imposed, 
totalled 84,000 tons, but dropped to 38,000 
tons in 1952. Last year’s shipments showed 
an upswing to 47,000 tons, and exports 
during the first half of the current year 
amounted to 42,000 tons. Should British 
imports from Sweden proceed at the same 
pace as during the period January-June, the 
1951 figure will be reached. 


PREFABRICATED BUILDINGS 


*The UK Trade Commissioner at Lagos, 
Nigeria, has reported that the Director of 
Trade and Industry, Kaduna, Northern 
Nigeria, is contemplating the purchase next 
year of buildings for the storage of cotton 
seed, and considers that he would be inter- 
ested in prefabricated buildings. UK 
manufacturers of prefabricated buildings 
might like to take advantage of this possible 
export opportunity and _ send literature, 
prices, etc., of suitable buildings to the 
Director of Trade and Industry. 

Telephone inquiries to Chancery 4411, 
ext. 776, quoting ref. ESB/26819/54. 


ECONOMIC SURVEY, HONDURAS 


“Full information about finance, industry 
and general conditions in the Republic of 
Honduras are given in an overseas economic 
survey recently published by HM Stationery 
Office, price 1s, 3d. 


BUILDERS’ HARDWARE 


“Messrs. Wholesale Construction Supplies 
Co., 1,241, Texas-avenue, Shreveport, 
Louisiana, USA, are interested in receiving 
offers from UK suppliers of builders’ hard- 
ware such as hinges, bolts, locks, etc. 

Firms interested in this inquiry should 
send detailed offers, quoting cif prices in 
US currency, by air mail direct to Messrs. 
Wholesale Construction Supplies Co., ad- 
dressing their correspondence for the atten- 
tion of the manager, Mr. Philip Ben Lieber. 

Telephone inquiries to Chancery 4411, ext. 
776, quoting ref. ESB/26041 / 54. 


TIMBER STANDARDISATION 


Representatives of the timber and building 
industries in Denmark, Finland, Norway and 
Sweden have recently met in Oslo to discuss 


common rules for the sorting of construc- 


tion timber (so-called T timber) and 
standards for timber structures. 

It was agreed that minor differences still 
existing in practice should be modified so 
as to achieve unification. Uniform standards 
of delivery in metal-manufacturing indus- 
tries in Denmark, Norway and Sweden are 
also being discussed at present. A proposal 
for increased collaboration in this field was 
submitted recently to the Danish and Nor- 
Wegian standards organisations by the 
Swedish organisation Metallnormcentralen. 


ECONOMIC CONDITIONS, CUBA 


*A survey of economic and commercial 
conditions in Cuba has recently been pub- 
lished by HM Stationery Office, price 4s. 6d. 


CANADIAN CONTRACT 

Rush and Tompkins (Canada), Ltd., 109, 
Station-road, Sidcup, Kent, have obtained 
the contract for the erection of the civic hall 
in Edmonton, Alberta, Canada. The amount 
of the contract is $2,339,500. 


*From the Board of Trade Special Register In- 
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Paisley Town Centre 


PAISLEY has been given permission by 

Mr. James Stuart, Secretary of State 
for Scotland, to proceed with a plan to re- 
build the centre of the town. The scheme 
will cost £1m.. 

Old property in a 19-acre area between 
George-street and Canal-street will be de- 
molished and new houses and shops erected. 
There will be two new open spaces. The 
area is one of the oldest in the town—many 
houses are about 200 years old. Still to be 
approved are compulsory purchase orders 
promoted in connection with the scheme. An 
inquiry into amended proposals for the de- 
velopment of certain areas adjoining Paisley 
Abbey began on November 23. 

When Mr. Stuart approved the major part 
of the re-development plan for Paisley in 
June last he excluded an area of about a 
quarter of a square mile in the vicinity of 
the abbey. He felt that special treatment 
was needed in the planning of the environ- 
ment of the abbey, and that the road pattern 
was of primary importance. There are 16 
objections to the plans for the area. 


Industrial Development 


A REPRESENTATIVE CONFERENCE is to be 
convened by the Scottish Council of In- 
dustrial Development to be held in Kirk- 
caldy, Fife, on November 29. Lord.Bilsland, 
president of the council, will take the chair. 

The letter forwarded to those invited to 
be present at the conference states that the 
Scottish Council has for years urged succes- 
sive governments that facilities should be 
provided to promote whatever balancing 
new industry will be required in the expand- 
ing coal mining areas. 
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SCOTTISH BUILDING 
TRADE WAGES 


OLLOWING are rates of wages 
authorised by the Scottish National 
Joint Council as from May 24, 1954. 
They apply to the whole of Scotland, 
including the islands of Orkney, 
Shetland, etc. 
Grade A: Craftsmen, 3s. 9d.; Labourers, 3s. 34d. 


For apprentices, the rates are: 


Percentage of For week of 
Craftsman’s rate. 44 » ke 
i 3 


Year. 


Ist 

2nd 
3rd 
4th 
Sth 


For female ine. the rates are: 


Operatives en craft operations a end of s. d 
probationary period) ee 3 x 
Operatives on labouring operations cat 
end of probationary period) a 3 0 











One major action which was taken by the 
council in this connection was the appoint- 
ment of the Cairncross committee on local 
development in Scotland, whose report was 
submitted with the council’s full support. 
This led to vigorous correspondence with 
the Government and to meeting with 
ministers. 

The position, however, so far is that the 
Government have hitherto firmly declined to 
accept the salient recommendation of the 
Cairncross report, namely that the Govern- 
ment should take power to contribute the 
whole or part of the cost of the erection ot 
factories in any part of the country where 
conditions would warrant this step and not 
merely in the scheduled development areas. 


Direct Labour Housing Protest 


VIGOROUS PROTEST was made by Progres- 
sive members at a meeting on November 17 
of the Housing Committee of Glasgow 
Corporation against a proposal to build 
houses at Castlemilk by direct labour after 
tenders had been received from building con- 
tractors. Their opposition will be carried 
to the corporation. 


Demolition of Garscube House 


THE DEMOLITION is planned next month of 
Garscube House, the early nineteenth- 
century mansion which was once the pro- 
perty of the family of Campbell of Succoth 
and is now in the possession of Glasgow 
University. It was presented to the university 
in 1947 by Sir George Campbell. the 6th 
baronet. 


The Oast House, St. Andrews 


Tue Oast House, a well-known feature 
of the famous Lade Braes Walk, St. 
Andrews, has been restored. The question 
of preserving the adjacent Old Law Mill has 
been considered by St. Andrews Tewn 
Council. An estimate of the cost of repairs 
to the mill is between £7,000 to £8,000. It 
has been agreed to remove the roof, after 
which an inspection is to be made by the 
members of the council before a final deci- 
sion is made on what further work should 
be carried out. 


Kirkcaldy Town Hall 


Tue last stone was laid on Kirkcaldy’s 
new town hall on Friday, November 12. 
This project was commenced 15} years ago 
but work ‘was stopped owing to the war. 
Work did not commence again until April 
3, 1950. 
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Historic House Reprieve 


THE seventeenth-century house at 43, 
Nethergate, Crail, has been granted a 
month’s reprieve from demolition by the 
Crail Town Council. The National Trust 
for Scotland has issued an appeal for the 
house to be saved as distinctive domestic 
architecture of its period. 


Building Education Conference 


A CONFERENCE, organised by the Scottish 
Association for Building Education, will be 
held at the Building Centre, Sauchiehall- 
street, Glasgow, on December 4. It will be 
held in two sessions, morning and afternoon. 
The subject for the morning session will be 
“Day Release Training of the Building 
Apprentice.” Speakers: Mr. T. M. Banks, 
Organiser of Further Education, Glasgow; 
and Mr. N. Munn, Organiser of Further 
Education, Lanarkshire. The subject for 
the afternoon session will be “ Science in 
Building.” Speakers: Mr. R. M. Wark, 
MICW, Further Education Dept., Glasgow; 
Mr. S. T. Douglas, LIOB, Cambuslang 
School of Building; and Mr. D. K. Baron, 
MA, ARIBA, AMTPI, Building Research 
Station, Thorntonhall. 


Housebuilding in Great Glen 


THE North of Scotland Hydro-Electric 
Board and Inverness County Council are to 
be partners in a new scheme of housebuild- 
ing at Fort Augustus, in the Great Glen, 
which will be carried out on lines similar to 
the combined project in which Ross County 
Council, the Hydro-Electric Board, and the 
Forestry Commission are at present engaged 
at Contin, Ross-shire. 

Final details, including the layout plan of 
the Fort Augustus scheme, which will mean 
an additional 38 houses in the village, are 
at present before the Department -of Health 
for Scotland for approval. 


Cumbernauld Development 


THOUGH declining to make any financial 
contribution to the building of the new town 
Cumbernauld, estimated to entail a 
capital expenditure of more than £31m., 
Glasgow Corporation have not closed the 
door to future discussions with the Secretary 
of State for Scotland on the subject. 


That was made clear at a meeting of the 
Corporation recently, when approval 
was given to a minute reaffirming a pre- 
vious decision that Cumbernauld be estab- 
lished under the provisions of the New 
Towns Act, 1946, and that the suggestion 
that the municipality make financial contri- 
butions in respect of the development be not 
entertained. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Ayrshire.—Plans prepared and approved f. fi 
ye to = — a, Balmellington. “Council ‘A 
is Robert indsay ounty-bld, Ww - 
sq., The Stee. Ayr. ibennann 

—Plans are being prepared for a new 
College of Agriculture for Edinburgh University 
(estimated to cost £350,000), to be erected at The 
Idgs., at West Mains. The architects are 
A. Reiach & Robert Cowan (A&A), 30, Melville-st., 
Edinburgh, and the quantity surveyors, Reid & Gib- 
oon, retest Edinburgh. 
——The amended sketch plans prepared for 
po fra 4 ae r- for the Victoria’ Hospital 
ion rkcaldy (at an _ estimated f 
£100 000); have been approved. am 
_ Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for build- 
ings for James Scott & Co. (electrical engineers), 
ee 175, St. Vincent-st., to be erected at Finnieston- 
‘Anderston. The architects are Wylie, Shanks & 
Wiylie (F&A), 12, Clairmont-gdns., Charing Cross, 
a. - 
lasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for 
premises for Woolworth & Co., Ltd., to be erected 
at the junction of Seaward-st. and Paisley-rd., Govan, 
The architect is A. ne (F), Martins Bank- 
Water-st., Liverpo 
Glasgow. —Plans eed and approved for altera- 
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at 156-162, Castle-si., Townhead. 
Ba Mm are The City Glass Co.. z= 130, 
, Glasgow. 
and ed for altera- 
: caters d. Pn tg 4 
pri rd. 
Harvey & Ross (F&F), 2, Lynedock-pl., 
Charing Cross, Glasgow 
Greenock.—Plans prepared and approved for new 
| peared for motor gerage works to be erected at 
The ar is G. | er vary 19, 
~ Greenock. 
reenock.—Plans prepared and approved for new 
buildings to be erected at ny End-st., East. The 
builders are W. L. Macmillan & Sons, Lid., Ann-st., 
Greenock. 

Hamilton.—Lanarkshire o has had plans agra 
and — by Dean Guild Court for 
schools to Rll cost of £186,630 (one 
Rae a £93,847 and ene Catholic at £92,756), 
at the and Hillhouse sites. The 
ae A is William Watt (F), Albert-st., Motherwell- 

Keith.—Banffshire CC has approved the erection 
of a new public Protestant sch. The County A. is 
William R. Wark (A), County-bldgs., Cullen 

.--Plans prepared and approved for 
technical block, extension to canteen, ambulance 
room, and amenities block, to be erected at the 
Clydesdale Iron Works, Mossend, Bellshill. Designs 


by their own of engineers, Stewart & Lloyds, 41, 
Oswald-st., Glasgow. 
Lanarkshire.—Plans prepared and approved for 


new dairy buildings at_Gillbank Farm, Law. The 
architect is Thomas C. Bell, Stravenhouse Farm- 
bidgs., Law. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans prepared for the enlargement 
of Uddingstons Old Mill-rd. factory. The itects 
are Hay, Cassels &, Fraser (F), 114, Cadzow-st., 
Hamilton West. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans prepared_and approved for new 
dairy buildings at Lenmuir Farm, Carluke. The 
architect is Matthew R. Kerr, Lenmuir, Carluke. 

Renfrewshire.—CC has pians in hand for scheme of 
14 — to be womes § at Gleninver and the Inverkip- 


rd A is Thomas 
Nag ARias, yp County Offices, 
Glasgow-rd., 

Rothesay aE Smo for the corporation’s scheme of 


ous and udditions at the Municipal-bldgs., at 
Castle-st., and new offices in the High-st., for the 
corporation’s Engineer, have been approved. Their 
architect is Alexander Stephens, MIME, ARSI, Master 
of Works Offices, Municipal-bidgs., Rothesay. 

Rutherglen.--Plans have been oopared and 
approved for the Rutherglen Co-op. Soc., Ltd., for 
ane at Main-st. architect is Kenn F. 

Masson (F). Co-operative Architectural Offices, 
Paisley-rd., Glasgow. 
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Letco Floors & Tiles Ltd. 

London Flooring Co. vig wed Ltd. 
Macdougall & Son Ltd., Glasgow 
National Flooring Co. Ltd. 

N. Jack & Co., Newcastle 

N. Wales Floorings 

Sherwood Floors Ltd., Nottingham 
South Western Flooring Co. Ltd., Totnes 
Tegula Floors Ltd. 

Walkers (Hove) Ltd. 

Wecando (Lincoln) 


Patent 
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NEW COMPANIES 


‘THE FOLLOWING NEW COMPANIES, registered 
in England, have been announced by Jordan 
and Sons, Ltd., company registration agents, 


Gordon H. Walker (Pebmarsh), Lid. (537086.) 
Regd. Aug. 19, Hill House, Pebmarsh, Essex, highway 
and genl. contractors, etc. Nom. ca : £5,000. Dirs,: 
G. H. Walker and Mrs. G. M. P. ‘Waiker, Hill Hous, 


—- 
och Construction Co (London), Ltd. — 

ag 19, oki. 317, High Holborn. wel, —. 
pn ° 


pre-cast 
articles, etc. Pino. ep. Ae. Dy Dir.: RJ. Ledoce 


Co Cottage, . Kent. 

LP Aateerat A Lid. ' (537113.) Regd. Aug. 19, 
17, Bedferd-row, WCl, bidr., decorator, Contractor 
and sanitary engr. Nom. cap.: £5,000. Dir.: R. P. 
Morray-Hill, 111, Warren-rd., Wanstead, Ell. 

& Reacher, Lid. (537114.) Regd. Aug. 19, 
ldrs., fae age etc. Nom, 
oo Barbara c 


Elstead, 
lies, Ltd. Onis.) hg Aug. 19, 
oncaster, mnfrs. of paints, etc. Nom. 
cap.: ,000. ¥- yu ® ne and Rose 
Singleton, White Cottage, Grange-rd., Bessacarr, 
Doncaster. 

N. Jacques & Sons, Ltd. (537178.) Regd. ‘_— m 

bldrs., contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £5, 
N. Fea The Banks, Bingham, Notti 

E. Thorogood, Ltd. (537180.) Regd. Aan 21. 
"enh Ewell-rd., Tolworth, singe eg Surrey, 
bidrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dir.: A. E. Thoro- 


good. 

Make-It-At-Home, Ltd. orth gest. Regd. August 21, 
mnfrs. of patterns construction kits, etc. 
Nom. cap.: —_ Dir.: P. PE. Walker, 31, London-rd., 
Brentford, 

Ventura (ushting), Le. age Regd. August 21, 
43, Portland-rd., bey mnf; rs. of lamps, reflectors, 
etc. Nom. cap.: . Dir.: D. W. Boissevain. 

W. L. Carrell, (537215.) Regd. August 21, 
113, Hoe-st., Walthamstow, E17, Re contractors, 
civil suas, etc. Nom. cap.: £100. Dir.: W. L. 


Curre’ 

Hiscock, Appleby & Co., Ltd. (537227.) Regd. 
August 2i, 2, Cad logan-pl.,. Sloane-st., SW1, clec. 
~ and contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £10,000. 


21, Silver-st., 


R. C. Hiscock. 

Davies Bros. (Epping), L Ltd. (537231.) Regd. Anges 
21, Westminster 3 “pping, bidrs., etc 
Nom. cap.: £1 500. 

Denton Builders, de “gains Regd. August 23, 
Orchard-way, Burdett-ave., —— ms we 
Kent. Nom. cap.: 


Pag: 

G. & R. pea egg | Lia Sane ‘Read. 
August 23, 113, Hoe-st., Walthamstow, E17, bidrs., 
etc. Nom. cap.: £100. Dir.: A. G. Mortimer. 

Smith (Brickmakers), Ltd. (537254.) Regd. 
August 23, 5, Tyldesley Old-rd., Atherton, Lancs 
brickmakers. Nom. cap.: £9,000. Dir.: Ethel jee 


nd. 

Joseph Kelly (Stoke-on-Trent), Ltd. (537255.) Regd. 
August 23. Builder and contractor. liom. cap.: 
£30,000. Dir. O. J. Kelly. ‘ 

Manor Sand & Ballast Co. -» Ltd. (537257.) Regd. 
August 23, 10, Cromwell-pl., SW7. Nom. cap.: £100. 
Dir.: L. S. Ornsby, 118, Hamilton-ave., Ilford. 

Commercial Development Services, Ltd. ages 4 
Regd. August 24, 9, John Princes-st., W1, bid: 
contractors, painters, de¢orators, public Bi = 
tractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £500. Dir.: G. S. Saville. 

Faraday House Engineering College, Ltd. (537285.) 
Regd. August 24, Faraday House, 66, Southampton- 
—. bg Council $0 be appa. Nom. cap.: £10,000. 

a . &. 

Improved Waterproofing Co., Ltd. (537290.) Regd. 


August 24, 15, St. Helens-pl., EC3, cement a“ 
Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dirs.: to be apptd. Sub.: C. 
earn. 


Blakeley and Son (Barnoldswick), Ltd. (537341.) 
Regd. August 25, bildrs. and contractors. Nom. cap.: 
£2,000. Dirs.: not named. Sub.: J. Kendali, Haw- 
thorne Bank, Greenberfield-la., Barnoldswick. 


Chas. E. Green (Floors), Ltd. (537342.) Regd. 
August 25, 1, Saville-row, Newcas' ae flooring 
— Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dir.: C. Green. 

& T. Chalmers, Ltd. (537346.) Regd. August 
as* 37, East-st., ee ¥ Leicester, pigwesies con- 
tractors. Nom. ca ; ‘oor on. Dir.: T. Chalmers 26, 

pethann, td. 7359.) Regd. August 
Old Colony-hse., South King-st., Manchester 2, 


heating and ventilating engrs., plumbers, _ boiler 
eg etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. De: J. B.C. 
joyce. 


Heating Engineering, Ltd. gm Regd. August 

28; 43a, Pell-st., Reading, Berks. Nom. cap.: £3,000. 

P. C. Wheeler, Moonrakers, 
WS Hants. 

North Thames (Compressor) Hirers, Ltd. (537383.) 
Regd. August 26, 38b, The Broadway, Crouch End, 
N8, public works contractor. Nom. cap.: £100. Dir.: 
C. 'W. Graham. 

R. H. Collins & Co., Ltd. (537385.) Regd. August 
26, 95, Bournemouth-rd., Chandlers Ford, Hants, 
bldrs. and contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dir.: 
R. H. Collins 

Nottow (F.4370.) Partics. filed August 26, 1954. 
Brit. add.: 77, Gloucester-pl., W1. Regd. in Eire on 
June 22, 1950, to carry on bus. of developers, 
improvers of dwellings, etc. Nom. cap.: £100. Per- 
son authorised to accept service: W. E. Leslie, “11/13, 
Baker-st., W1. 


Forest-gdns. . 
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- (537096) 
muanfrs. and 


ast Concrete 
J. Ledoch, 


d. Aug. 19, 
Contractor 

Dir.: R. P. 

311. 

1. Aug. 19, 

etc. Nom, 

Barbara C. 


kits, etc. 
ondon-rd., 


August 21, 
_Feflectors, 
issevain. 

August 21, 
ontractors, 
rs. W.. -E. 


7.) Regd. 
sW1, elec. 
: £10,000. 


gd. August 
idrs., etc. 


August 23, 
Gravesend, 
ram. 

).) Regd. 
17, bidrs., 
imer. 

54.) Regd. 
m, Lancs, 
hel Frank- 


55.) Regd. 
om. cap.: 


57.) Regd. 
‘ap.: £100. 
ford. 
(537284.) 
bidrs. and 
orks con- 
S. Saville. 
(537285.) 
thampton- 
,: £10,000. 


0.) Regd. 
mt monfrs. 
BC. W. 


(537341.) 
liom. cap.: 


(537383.) 
uch End, 
100. Dir.: 


i. August 
|, Hants, 
00. Dir.: 
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LORAMIVOWS 413 
(affiliated to the Swedish Cellulose Company) SWEDEN 
offer. - 


OUTSTANDING VALUE IN THEIR HARDBOARD PRODUCTION 
MARKETED AS 
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Wnt Double Grom 


An all wood fibre hardboard of Manufactured with the same 
the highest standard. Hard enough basic raw materials as ‘Grown’ 
to give a perfect surface and great board but with additional oil and 
resilience but at the same time other treatment throughout to 
easy to work. The ideal “all purposes” give an even harder and tougher 


board. board. 





Obtainable through the usual trade channels. In 

case of difficulty refer to the sole selling agents:— 
MARTIN OLSSON & SONS LTD MELBOURNE HOUSE ALDWYCH LONDON WC3 
mB 8s 
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Wide-sparTm 


Full de 
found in 
previous | 


timber 


For sot 
this list 8 
are advert 
of paragré 


buildings wpe 


*tIsle 
and alter 
A, Marc 


*East 
Lawrence 
Dep. £2 

{Frome 
Kilmersd 


*tEsse: 
Sch. H. 
*t+Esse: 
day spe 
Chelmsfo 
*Thurr 
view, C 
c. S. H 


*tEsse 
Dagenha 
School. 


*Hunt 
weights | 
Hunting 

*Wolv 
Calverto 


*tHaw 


For sectional timber buildings consult Hall’s. 7 : - Dg tise 
Hall’s standard 6 ft. unit can be assembled to any 7 oe eee — “a 
length in spans of 10 ft., 12 ft., 15 ft., 18 ft., 24 ft. ' ‘ “| om Manca, 
and 30 ft. Built throughout of selected, fully en mies apt Wa 
seasoned timber (Hall’s have their own timber Sa. lk “9 Sok _ 
drying kilns) they are widely used as Classrooms, eC ll 

Village Halls, Community Centres, Recreation 


Rooms, Canteens, Factory extensions, etc. Fully 


Loughto 
Bank-ch 


detailed plans supplied against your specification. ee a Aa Fudge, 


Illustrated catalogue free on request. otis 
Dep. £ 
(cenTRE) Nurses’ Recreation Room, 30’ span x approx. 100’, 

for Paddington Hospital, London. Illustration shows how ae 
porches or lean-to extensions can be easily arranged. (Photo : 


courtesy Paddington Hospital Management Committee.) 


(iNsETS) These show Hall’s prefabricated partitions and standard 8. "oa 
lining to walls and underside of roof. “(Photos : courtesy No. 


10 Group B. Wakefield Hospital Management Committee.) OF PADDOCK WOOD 


ROBERT H. HALL & CO. (KENT) LTD., 7294 PADDOCK WOOD, TONBRIDGE, KENT ——" 
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THE BUILDER 


FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 


Full details of Public Appointments open will be 
found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included in 
this list see previous issues. ose with an asterisk 
are advertised in this number. The dates at the heads 
of paragraphs are those for the submission of tenders; 
a dagger (Tt) denotes closing date for applications; the 
name and address at the end refer to the person from 
whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 
NOVEMBER 30. 

*Cambridge City C.—Secondary modern sch. and 
caretaker’s house, Ventress Farm estate. City S. 
Dep. £5 Ss. 

*+Enfield UDC.—Convenience, Green-st. F. Lee, 
E&S, 7, Little Park-gdns. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by 
December 20. 

DECEMBER 1. 

*tEast Suffolk CC.—Four additional classrooms, 
Beccles County Mod. Sch. and Bungay Jun. Sch. 
€. J. Symcox (F), County A, Ipswich. 

DECEMBER 2. 
*tIsle of Ely CC.—New classroom and lavatories 


and alterations at Littleport Town Schools. County 
A, March. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by December 24. 


DECEMBER 3. 

*East Suffolk CC.—Police house, Ilketshall St. 
Lawrence. E. J. Symcox (F), County A, Ipswich. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

{Frome RDC.—Four houses and site works a: 
Kilmersdon. Council A. Dep. £2 2s. 


DECEMBER 4. 

*tEssex CC.—Erection of Romford Rise County Jun. 
Sch. H. Conelly (F), County A, Chelmsford. 
*tEssex CC.—Erection of Upminster Harwood Hall 
day special sch. H. Conolly (F), County A, 
‘Chelmsford. 

_*Thurrock UDC.—Conversion of shop, 85, River- 
view, Chadwell St. Mary, into branch library. 
Cc. S. H. Hawkes, E&S. 


DECEMBER 6. 
*iEssex CC.—Erection of school at Basildon, 
Dagenham; and additions at Dagenham County High 
School. H. Conolly (F), County A, Chelmsford. 


DECEMBER 7. 

*Huntingdonshire CC. — Accommodation for 

weights and measures dept., Huntingdon. County A. 
Huntingdon. 

*Wolverton UDC.—Demolition 

Calverton-rd. burial ground. E&S 


DECEMBER 8. 


*tHawarden RDC.—Five shops with three flats, 
Broughton. Architect, Council Offices. Dep. £5 5s. 
Tenders by February 12, 1955. 

*tPrestom.—Sec. mod. sch., Longbridge-rd., 
Lancaster RC Diocesan Schools Commission. : 
Mangan, architect, 2, Ribblesdale-pl. Tenders by 
February 15, 1955. ; 

*{ Watford BC.—16 garages and conversion of exist- 
ing buildings into 3 lock-up garages, Balmoral-rd. 
depot. F. C. Sage, BE. Dep. £2 2s. 

DECEMBER 10. 

*East Suffolk CC.—Extensions, Lowestoft Grammar 
Sch. E, J. Symcox (F), County A, Ipswich. 

*tChigwell UDC.—Extension of Council Offices. 
Loughton. Tooley and Foster, architects, Midland 
Bank-chbrs., Buckhurst Hill. 


DECEMBER II. 
_, *tWarmley RDC.—44 houses, Parkwall estate. M. 
Fudge, Clerk. Dep. £2 2s. 

DECEMBER 13. 


*tWilts CC.—Classroom, Wingfield CE Controlled 
-. “« Pg Selborne Stringer, Clerk, Trowbridge. 
ep, £22. 


of two chapels, 


for 


DECEMBER 14. 

*Widnes BC.—Six shops with maisonettes over and 
flats, Crow Wood estate, fronting Bancroft-rd. H. 
Nevile Player (A); Boro’ A, Brendan House, Widnes- 
td. Dep. £5 5s. 

DECEMBER 15. 
Alcester RDC.—47 houses on Node Hill, Studley. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

*Bournemouth CBC.—Extension, bowling pavilion, 

geyll-adns., West Overcliff-drive. Boro’ A. Dep. 
Ss. 


DECEMBER 16. 


*Farnham UDC.—Reconstruction of dressing 
accommodation to open-air swimming bath, Bright- 


pigee.. Farnham. Geoffrey Poole, E&S. Dep. 
£ a 


*Tonbridge 
estate. E&S. 


Fn ag houses, Higham Wood 


ep. £3 3s. 

DECEMBER 17. 

*Hale UDC.—72 houses, Delahays-rd. 
estate. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Reading CBC.—€Extension to aged persons’ hostel, 
78, Bath-rd. Boro’ A. Dep. £2 2s. 

DECEMBER 18. 

*Sunderland CBC.—Four shops and flats and 12 
garages, Cockermouth-rd., and four shops and flats 
and six garages, Castleford-rd. Boro’ A, Grange 
House, Stockton-rd. Dep. £2 2s. each. 

DECEMBER 21. 

*Northfleet UDC.—Six flats, Coldharbour-rd. estate. 
E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

DECEMBER 22. 

*Barrow-in-Furness CB@.—Alterations and exten- 
sions, public library, Ramsden-sq. . N. Filitcroft, 
BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

*East Riding CC.—Sec. sch., Hornsea. 
Beverley. Dep. £2. 

DECEMBER 24. 

*West Riding Standing Jt. Committee.—Police 
premises on various sites. County A, Bishopgarth, 
Westfield-rd., Wakefield. Dep. £2 2s. 

DECEMBER 30. 

*Stratford-on-Avon RDC.—47 houses and 10 bunga- 
lows, Henley-in-Arden. J. E. Bagnell & Son, quan- 
tity surveyors, York House, Great Charles-st., Bir- 
mingham, 3. Dep. £2 2s. 

DECEMBER 31. . 


Chertsey UDC.—52 — on five sites at Addle- 
stone, New Haw and Chertsey. E&S. Dep. £1 Is. 
JANUARY 18. 


*Lindsey CC.—First phase of Barton-on-Humber 
Bilateral Sch. A. Ronald Clark (A), County A., 
Newland, Lincoln. 


housing 


County A, 


NO DATE. 


*Bath City C.—44 flats, Snow Hill. W. E. Under- 
wood & Son, quantity surveyors, 21, Gay-st. 


BROUGHTON MOOR 
Lig it Sea 
and Olive Green 

Stone 


An all British Product 
from the 
Lake District Mountains 











The following pamphlets are 
available on bac 


Nol. FLOORING 

No 2. FACIINGS 

No 3. COPING 

We4. CILLS 

Ne 5. RIVEN EACE SLABS 


THE BROUGHTON MOOR 
GREEN SLATE QUARRIES I* 
Coniston, Lancs 
Telephone:-Conistom 225 
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PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 

DECEMBER 11. 

East Grinstead UDC.—Council S. 


DECEMBER 14. 


*Beds EC.—Electric light, etc., and heating, etc., 
- ay Sch., Dunstable. County A, 
edford. 


(Materials.) 


DECEMBER 16. 
Worcestershire CC.—County S. 
DECEMBER 18. 
Wembley BC.—BE&S. (Materials.) 
DECEMBER 23. 
*Waltham Holy Cross UDC.—Entrance gates, etc., 
Law § George’s Field, Lodge-la., Waltham Abbey. 
DECEMBER 31. 
Wandsworth BC.—BE. (Materials.) 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


NOVEMBER 27. 
tEssex CC.—Main drainage at High View, Chigwell. 
County A, Chelmsford. 
DECEMBER 8. 
Swinton and Worseley Woodlands Jt. C.—£xcava- 


(Materials.) 


— and dredging of Old Warke Dam, Worseley. 
E&S. 


DECEMBER 10. 
Chertsey UDC.—Private street works at 
George’s-dr., New Haw. E&S. Dep. £1 Is. 
DECEMBER 13. 


Bedford BC.—Extension of Duck Mill-la. 
Dep. £1 Is. 


King 


BE&S. 


DECEMBER 15. 

Derbyshire CC.—Demolition of Langwith Junction 
railway bridge; filling of cutting and construction of 
450 sq. yds. carriageway. County S. Dep. £2 2s. 

Leven BC.—Roads and services at Broom housing 
site. Blyth & Blyth, MM.ICE, 135, George-st., Edin- 
burgh, 2. Dep. £3 3s. i 

Swindon BC.—Laying and jointing of 14 miles of 
18-in. dia. CI pipes; two reinforced concrete bridges in 
the parish of Latton and Cricklade. BS&WE. Dep. £5. 


DECEMBER 30. 


Daventry BC.—2,800 lin. yds. of stoneware pipe, 
concrete pipe and spun-iron pipe sewers varying from 
9 in. to 27 in. A. H. S. Waters, MICE, 25, Temple- 
row, Birmingham. Dep. £5 5s. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Croydon.—SECONDARY TECHNICAL SCHOOL.—Pro- 
posals have been made for the erection on a site 
acquired by CBC off Pampisford-rd. of a two-form 
entry secondary technical school, including combined 
hall and gymnasium (the latter to be erected at a later 
date), three science laboratories as well as workshops, 
at a total estimated cost of £131,375. 


Croydon.—Pite FounpaTIONs.—The proposed New 
Ingram Secondary Girls’ School is to be erected on a 
site in Spurgeon-rd on bored concrete piles at an 
estimated additional cost of £18,500. 


Croydon.—GoLF COURSES FOR Housinc.—Hsg. 
Com. has submitted a report to BC regarding the use 
of local golf courses as alternative housing sites:— 


(i) Addington new golf course is already being 
developed, but unbuilt land on the south side, com- 
prising 36 acres of land, is capable of development by 
408 houses at standard densities. The site levels 
make it suitable for building, but housing development 
would make necessary the erection of an additional 
secondary modern school requiring a 9-acre site. A 
second golf course here, comprising 140 acres, could 
accommodate about 500 houses. 

(ii) Addington Court golf course 
unsuitable for housing development. 

(iii) Addington Palace golf course, comprising about 
160 acres, if available for building, would accommo- 
date about 1,300 houses. 

(iv) Shirley Park golf course would accommodate up 
about 900 houses after making provision for necessary 
schools. 

Hackney.—F.Lats.—Hsg. Com. recommend the 
approval of proposals for the development of the 
Overbury-st. (No. 2) housing site by the construction 
of 18 flats at a total estimated cost of £43,600, 
including the cost of,site acquisition. 

Hackney.—HousEs AND FLaTs.—Proposals have 
been submitted to Hsg. Com. for the development of 
the whole of the site of No. 47, Narford-rd. by the 
erection of three-storey blocks ef 33 flats, together 
with two houses, at a total estimated cost of £83,000. 
CBC’s approval is recommended. 

Hampstead.—SitE Acquisition.—BC are to acquire 
the site of Nos. 111 to 117 (odd), Abbey-rd. for housing 
purposes, subject to loan sanction approval. 


is considered 





Hornsey.—GRAMMAR SCHOOL.—CC is recommended 
to approve proposals for the erection of the Tollington 
Secondary Grammar School at MHornsey at an 
emmated cost of £235,480. 

Lewisham.—FLats.—Hsg. Com. have approved 

lans for the development of the sites = Nos. 1-3, 
| coh te by the erection of 12 flats 


Lewisham.—Site | ACQUISITION.—Recommendations 
have been made to MBC for acquisition for 
housing purposes of the 1-26-acre site of No. Il, 
Lawrie Park-gdns. -» SE26. 

Lewisham.—HousEs, BUNGALOWS AND FLats.—Lay- 
out plans have been approved by Hsg. Com. providing 
for the erection of eight houses, two bungalows and 

ts and seven garages on sites in Jand fronting 
Perry Vale, Chaplin-st. and Hindsley-pl. 


Middlesex.—Major BUILDING PROGRAMME.—County 
Chief Education Officer is to apply to M of E oor 
an increase in the major building ea for 
primary and secondary schools at £2: a year for 
the next five years, of which £500,000 will be available 
for the improvement and extension of secondary 
schools. 

Middlesex. —Cumren’ 's Homes.—County Children’s 
Com. have recommended that the following be 
approved for inclusion in the 1955-56 building pro- 

amme: Adaptations and extensions at the Bungalow 

lursey, Barrett’s Green-rd., Willesden, at est. cost 
£18,000 (work to start July, 1955); adaptations to 
increase accommodation at Bourne House Nursery, 
Dawley-rd., Hayes, at est. cost £22,000 (to start 
September, 1955); new residential nursery for 36 
children at the Fairway, — Hill, at est. cost £29,000 
(to start August, 1955); and erection of two children’s 
homes at ‘aun one at Ealing at one at Harrow, 
est. cost £18,000 (to start April, . The erection 
of a new building at St. Be AB. Approved 
School to prowde chapel, classroom and demonstra- 
tion room is = recommended, at est. cost of £5,500 
(to start May, 1 

Ruislip.—GramMMarR ScHoo..—The erection of a 
three-form entry secondary grammar girls’ school 
adjoining the boys’ grammar school now being built 
at Joel-st., Northwood Hills, is recommended by 
County Ed. —_ The total estimated cost of the 
scheme is £172,8' 

Twickenham. a ScHOOL.—Proposals have 
been made by the County Ed. Com. for the erection 
of a five-form entry secondary modern mixed school 
on a site of 4:36 acres bounded by Percy-rd. and 
Chertsey-rd., Whitton, at an estimated cost of 
£183,790. 

Walthamstow.—ScHoot Site.—Middlesex County 
Ed. Com. are to acquire additional land at Folly-la. 
for new Walthamstow Folly-la. Secondary School. 


Walthamstow.—Factory ExTENSION.—TIP approval 
has been given to proposals by F. Wrighton & Sons, 
Ltd., for the extension of their factory premises at 
Bilet-rd. 

Willesden.—SeEcoNDARY ScCHOOL.—Proposals for the 
erection of two four-form entry secondary modern 
schools, one for boys and one for girls, on a 9-acre 
site in Crest-rd. is recommended for CC’s approval. 
The estimated cost of the scheme is £193,860. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Accrington.—Work to commence beginning of 1955 
on remainder of Paddock House Convent gram. sch. 
extension.—Lancs CC seek loan 0,000 for group 
garage at Accrington Police HQ. =I approved de- 
velopment of Site No. 3 on Burnley-rd. estate by 
erection of 100 houses and flats. Plans by BE, G. 
5 

Alderley Edge.—ICI (Pharmaceuticals), Ltd., pro- 

Pet, erection of biological laboratories at Fotchaw 

Alderley-rd., £1m. est. Architects, Harry S. 
Fairhurst & Son, 55, Brown-st., Manchester. 


Bakewell.—UDC to prepare plans ror erection of 
eight bungalows at Burton Closes estate. 


Birmingham.—EC to acquire sites at Ley Hill estate 
for erection of new prim. schs. and nursery.—TC 
propose erection of welfare home for aged people at 
Alvechurch-rd., West Heath, £43,000 est. 


Blackburn.—TC propose erection of aged persons’ 
hostel at Shadsworth estate. 


Blackburn.—Manchester Reg. Hospital Brd. pro- 
Pose erection of single operating theatre unit at 
Queen’s Park Hospital in -1955/6 programme.— 
Scapa Dryers, Ltd., propose erection of canteen and 
offices on site fronting Selous-rd. and Franklin-rd.— 
TC to erect new hostel at Shadsworth in 1955 pro- 
gramme, £46,000 est. 


Blackpool. —EC received Min. approval for inclu- 
sion in aete programme of North Shore cty. sec. 
(£140,250 est.); and North Shore RC prim. (£40,150 

est.).—BC to invite tenders from selected contractors 
ee erection of 200 houses at Grange Park extension. 


Blackwell.—RDC propose erection of houses and 
penssions on site between Slade-la. and Town-st.. 
inxton, 


Blyth.—TC to apply for borrowing of £12,250 for 
converting of cemetery building to crematorium. 
Plans by BE, J. Forster. 


Blyth.—_TC has been provisionally allocated 200 
houses for erection during 1955.—TC€ recommended to 
erect 12 ‘e-4 persons’ flats at Seaton Sluice. Plans 
by BE, D. W. Foster, Municipal-bldgs. 
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Boldon.—UDC S, J. T. Edmondson, to prepare 
layout plans for about 80 houses at West Boldon. 
Similar number proposed at Whitburn. 

Bollington.—UDC seek permission to erect further 
44 houses on Henshall-rd. site. 

ae .—Greenhall Whitley & Co., Ltd., St. Helens, 

Reker new residential hotel at Dunnings Bridge-rd., 

erton. Architects, Gornall, Kelly & Partners, 69. 
Albany, Liverpool. 

pocorn approved layout for erection of dwell- 
ings at Littlewoods-la., Park-la. estate. 

Bradford.—S. H. Chippindale & Co., 5, Charles- 
st., propose erection of five-storey block of shops 
and offices at junction Bank-st./Broadway. 

Brierley Hill.—TC propose construction of central 
depot, £50,000 est. 

Brighouse.—BC approved plans, extensions to 
works at St. Peg Mills, Thornhills Beck-la., for W 
Atkinson & Sons, Ltd. 

Bury.—P. & E. Finney, Ltd., received approval for 
erection of petrol filling stn. at Manchester-rd. 

Canvey.—Walthamstow BC to build houses on Can- 
vey Island for overspill population. —ECC given per- 
mission to develop 67 acres of Southwick Farm. 

Carlisle.—Plans submitted to TC: 38 houses at Cur- 
rock Bank estate, for Border Engineering Contractors, 
Ltd., 125, Queen’s-st., Whitehaven. 

Cheadle Hulme.—PC Council of St. Andrew’s 
Church propose erection of new church, £10,000 est. 
Vicar, Rev. R. Sargent. 

Cheshire.—EC seek approval for erection of cty. 
prim. sch. at Huntington and Christleton and Great 
Boughton; and sec. mod. sch. at Christleton. in 1955/ 
6 programme. 

Coventry.—RC Auth. propose erection of sch. in 
Walsgrave area. Architects, Helberg & Harris, 13, 
Queen Victoria-rd., Coventry. 

Cumberland.—CC propose erection of clinic at 
Wigton; and new fire stn. at Castle-st., Egremont. 

Darlington.—RDC applied for loan sanction for 
£28,549 for erection of 20 houses at Middleton-St.- 
George. Council’s A, Hutton & Hutton, Southend- 
ave., Darlington. 

Darlington.—RDC to apply for loan £28,549 for 
building of 20 houses at Middleton-St. George. 

Darwen.—BC received allocation of 80 houses for 
erection in 1955. 

Davenham (Cheshire).—British Legion Club pro- 
pose erection of new headquarters. 

Daventry.—RDC propose erection of 16 aged per- 
sons’ bungalows this year. 

Dudiey.—EC to include RC Agreement sch. in 
1955/6 programme. 

Durham.—CC proposes proceeding next year with 
first phase, est. cost £15,000, of proposed new fire 
brigade headquarters; first phase of fire stn. at 
Chester-le-Street (£12,000 Following sch. schemes 
in CC’s 19 55- 56 building programme transferred to 
current year’s programme: Felling Wardley cty. inf. 
sch. (£40,000); and South Stanley cty. inf. sch. 

000).—EC’s scheme for tech. col. at Bishop 
Auckland eres by MoE. First stage to cost 
£93,000. Cty. A, G. R. Clayton, Court-la., Durham. 

Easiagtes.—Sebag Investments, Ltd., 62, Barnes 
Park-rd., Sunderland, propose ‘building houses on 
site in Murray-st., Horden Colliery. 

Easington.—RDC considering £13,000 scheme by S, 
R. R. Lumsden, for proposed bus station. 

Easington.—C. L. Heslop, 7, Upper Church-st., 
West Hartlepool, architect for proposed rebuilding of 
Empire Cinema, for W & B Theatres, Ltd. 

Easington.—Proposed to rebuild Empire a 
belonging to W. & B. Theatres, Ltd. A, | 
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Heslop, 7, eget Cl Church-st., West estegee, 

Gateshead.— build new Council at 

- Winters. 
pproved lans for extensions at 
ital a erection of houses off Twig 
ccs for Liverpool Reg. Hospital 

pe Valley (Derbys).—Work to commence nex 
aa ee erection of new sec. 

Kettering.—CoE Diocese propane extensions to St, 
Columba’s Church, Corby; St. Mary’s Church, 
Kettering; St. Andrew’s Church, Wellingborough; ang 
new churches at Dallington and Duston. 

Liverpool.—TC invite tenders for new fire stns. a 
Conleach-st. and North-par., Speke.—To 
plans for erection of new hostel at t Croxteth -—Withy- 
gr. Stores, Ltd., propose rebuilding stores premises a 
24/26, Whitechapel. Architects, William Lowe & 
Partners, 1/3, Eberle-st., Liverpool. —Higsons Brew. 
ery, Ltd., 117, eloet -, Propose erection of public. 
house at Greens-dr. Architect, H. E. Davies, 18, 
Warrington-st., Liverpool 2. 

Manchester.—Albert Wallwork, Ltd., Chorlton. 
cum-Hardy, peopene * 17 houses at ‘Moor-rd., Falterley. 
rd. and Road 5, Northern Moor. Architect, 
Joseph Vipond, 46, Redland-cres., Chorlton. —Isok 
Manufacturing td., propose erection of mixing 
shed at Harper-rd., Northenden. Architect, Percy 
Wright, 5, Jordangate, Macclesfield. 

Middlesbrough.—EC  amuns sites for four new 
schs. Plans by Boro’ 

Middlesbrough vale industrial developmens 
locally include factory and offices in Cannon-st., for 
Middleton & Co., wholesale chemists, Boundary-rd., 
Middlesbrough; garage for Flowers Transport, Ltd., 
York; garage for motor coaches for Bee-Line Road. 
ways, Ltd., York-rd., West Hartlepool. 

Middlesbrough.—Thompson’s_ Enterprises,  Ltd., 
Palladium-bldgs., Middlesbrough, to complete con- 
struction of cinema in Longlands-rd. 

Middleton.—BC approved erection of six aged per- 
sons’ dwellings at Birchwood-rd.. six at Tennyson-rd,, 
10 at Kelvin-ave. 

Nelson.—TC to prepare plans for aged persons’ 
social centres at Brunswick-st. and Barkerhouse-rd. 


Newark.—TC to negotiate tender with Ernest Cole- 
man, Ltd., for erection of houses in 1955 programme. 


Newbiggin (Northumberland).—UDC has been allo- 
cated 40 houses for erection in 1955. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—William Leech, Ltd., builders, 
Clayton-st., had plans approved for proposed work. 
shop, offices and stores in Colliery-la. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Restoration work costing 
about £40,000 to be carried out at Black Friars 
monastery. P. Parr, Town Hall, Newcastle, City E. 


Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Tasker & Childs,  Trinity- 
bldgs., New Bridge-st., architects for proposed blocks 
of flats at North Shields, for Tynemouth Corp. 


Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Revised plans by C. Solomon, 
St. Mary’s-pl., weastle, for proposed factory in 
Blandford-st., for Stein (Securos), Ltd., have been 
approved. 

Newton Aycliffe.—First part of new sec. mod. schs, 
Durham, to cost £23,243. Cty. A, Dutham. 

North Shields.—F. R. N. Haswell & Son, 77, Tyne- 
st., architects for garage and service stn. at Broad- 
way, Tynemouth, for A. & E. Brannen. 

Northumberland.—EC to build sch. canteen and 
depot at Stocksfield. Cty.. A, C. C. Brown, County 
Hall, Newcastle. 

Oldham.—BE to prepare scheme for erection of 
central antenatal clinic and child welfare centre. 

reston.—RDC approved plans for new Presbytery 
for St. Andrew’s RC Church, Cottam. 

Rotherham.—NCB propose new pithead baths at 
Thorpe Colliery, Wentworth-rd. Plans by own archi- 
tects’ dept. at Denaby Main, Doncaster.—Yorkshire 
Elec. Brd., Wetherby-rd., Scarcroft, Leeds, propose 
new offices' at junction of Rawmarsh-rd. and 
Drummond-st. 

Salford.—TC to prepare scheme for housing de- 
velopment of area bounded by Silk-st., Flax-st., Pine- 
st. and Blackburn-st. 

Seisdon.—RDC to erect further 200 houses in 1955 
under overspill scheme. 

Sheffield.—TC to lease site at Hartshead to Ten- 
nant Bros., Ltd., for erection of new licensed pre- 
mises, and site at Upper Allen-st. and Morpeth-st., 
to Westall Richardson, Ltd., for erection of cutlery 
factory. Appointed C. Sweet & Partners, London, as 
on. for multi-storey flat development scheme at Park 


Golborn 
Newchurch H 


Sheffield.—Reg. Hospital Brd. appointed Arthur J. 
Willis & Thompson, 41, Parliament-st:, London, SW], 
as QS for additional accommodation at Doncaster 
Infectious Diseases Hospital; gh way & Nodder, i, 
Montgomery-rd., Sheffield S for nurses’ dining- 
room and recreation room, cnateal clinical laboratory, 
new biochemical dept. and improvements to ante 
natal clinic and outpatients’ dept. at Moorgate Cen- 
tral Hospital; Watson & Carter, Cogan-chbrs., Bowl- 
alley-la., Hull, as QS: for residential accommodation 
for nurses and extensions to kitchen unit at Scun- 
thorpe and District War Lge Hospital.—To in- 
vite tenders for two 40-bed villa blocks at Kingsway 
Hospital, and two 40-bed villa blocks at Pastures 
Hospital, Derby.—Approved in principle exteasions te 
nurses’ dining-room and sanitary facilities for visitors 
at Kingsway Hospital, and erection of seven houses 
at Middlewood Hospital. 
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Remabes w 
ctensions at 
s Off Twig 
Brd 


supply and deliver Sanitary Ware 





Memce next 


In addition to its very extensive manufacturing activities, Eastwoods also maintain a very 
comprehensive distributing organisation giving a widely used service to Builders and 
Contractors. Among the many departments concerned with this aspect of the 

Eastwoods Service is one which deals with the supply of sanitary ware, either 

for complete new housing schemes or for installation in existing buildings. 

Where necessary, advice is available on the type of sanitary ware most suitable for 
particular purposes and full use is made of the distributing facilities provided by 
Eastwoods Depots and a modern transport fleet to ensure that the supplies are available 
when and where they are required. 

Enquiries for Sanitary Ware can be made either to your nearest Eastwoods Depot 
Manager, or direct to Eastwoods Sales Ltd., at the Organisation’s Head Office in London. 
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EASTWOODS SALES LIMITED 


Head Office: Eastwood House, City Road, London, E.C.1. 
Tel. CLErkenwell 2040 (30 lines) 
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Wires and shuttering have been set up, and the carefully 
mixed concrete cast. How quickly does it gain strength ? 
When making pre-stressed and pre-cast concrete of high 
quality, you cannot work by rule-of-thumb. Continuous 
control must be kept by laboratory test of samples. Skilled 
care at this stage makes sure of the uniform strength and 
fine finish of CDC products. | 












































CONCRETE DEVELOPMENT COMPANY LIMITED 


London Office : 54 Warwick Square, S.W.1. Tate Gallery 0592. Works: Thorney Lane, Iver, Bucks. Iver 809 
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Southport.—BC to negotiate contracts with R. J. 
Barton & Sons, Ltd., Formby, for erection of further 
109 dwellings at Radnor-dr, site. 

South Shields.—Corp. to demolish Jesmond-ter. and 
build 39 houses on site. Plans by BE, J. Reid. 

Staffs.—EC received Min. approval for improvement 
of following in 1955/6 schools programme:—Knutton 
CP sch. (£30,500 est.); Walstanton Voluntary RC 
prim. sch (£30,500 est.); Stafford Burton Manor CP 
sch. (£45,000 est.); Gnosall cty. sec. mod. sch. 
(£88,200 est.); Madeley cty. sec. mod. sch. (£96,000 
est.); Rugeley Hagley Park cty. sec. mod. sch. 
(£103,000 est.); additions to Glynne prim. sch., 
Wordsley (£15,000 est.); erection of Barley Mow 
prim. sch., Rowley Regis (£45,000 est.); and 
Giggety prim. sch., Wombourne (£40,000 est.); second 
instalment of Wombourne sec. sch. (£35,600 est.). 

Stockton-on-Tees.—Additions costing £10,000 pro- 
posed to Newham Grange sch. by EC. Work to be 
carried out under next year’s building programme.— 
TC proposes sec. mod. sch. on Roseworth site, cost 
£112,000; scheme to commence next year. Boro’ A, 
T. C. Hartley, 28, The-square. 

Stockton-on-Tees.—New GPO to be built on site of 
old Borough Hall. 

Sunderland.—TC to erect houses on extension of 
Hylton Red House estate, which provides for 640 
houses. Boro’ A, Bishop, Grange House, 
Stockton-rd. Site works to begin next spring, house- 
building in January, 1956. 

Sutton Coldfield.—BC to negotiate tender with 
Yenton Building Co., Ltd., 52, Gravelly Hill North, 
Birmingham 23, for erection of 16 houses and with 
Davis & Son (Builders), Ltd., Chester-rd., Birming- 
ham 23, for 31 houses at Valcon Lodge estate.—Plans 
submitted to BC 72 dwellings at Clarendon-rd. and 
Worcester-la., for Birmingham Dwellings, Ltd., 67, 
Whitmore-rd., Birmingham 10. 

Tottington.—UDC to erect 14 bungalows for aged 
and 12 houses. Architect, Frank Bradley, 4, Wood- 
st., Bolton. 

Tyldesley—UDC seek Min. approval for erection 
of 50 houses in 1955. 

Warlingham (Surrey).—LCC to acquire, adapt and 
equip Wolviston House, Portley Wood-rd., as resi- 
dential nursery for 25 children and staff, at est. cost 
£23,602. 

Warrington.—RC Auth. propose new prim. sch. at 
Orford estate. Architects, Forshaw, Massey & 
Greaves, 17, Museum-st., Warrington. 

Warwickshire.—CC asked by Buildings Com. to 
approve plans for new council chamber and _ three- 
storey office block. est. cost respectively £60,000 and 
£66,400. MH&LG consented to new council chamber 
being included in programme for 1955-56. County A, 
G. R. Barnsley, stated that work on chamber could 
begin in September, 1955. 

West Bromwich.—W. & T. Avery, Ltd., Soho 
Foundry, Smethwick, propose new showroom, work- 
shop and flats at High-st. Plans by Simms & Giffore. 
323, High-st., West Bromwich. 

West Lanes.—RDC propose 57 houses at Moorhey- 
td., Maghull, nine at Edge-la., Thornton; and 10 at 
Hesketh-la., Tarleton; and to draw up scheme for 100 
houses at Old Roan, Aintree. 

Whaley Bridge (Derbys).—CC propose new fire stn. 
at rear of White Hart Hotel. 

Wores.—EC propose following in 1955/6 pro- 
gramme:—Extensions to Brook-st. sec. mod. sch., 
Stourbridge, £63,000 est.; Hasbury Farm cty. prim. 
sch., and Howley Grange cty. prim. sch.. Halesowen, 
£51,400 est. each. 

Wrexham.—TC approved three-storey municipal 
Offices at Liwyn Isaf, £97,730 est. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted, 
t Denotes provisionally accepted. 
t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 
§ Denotes subject to modification. 
4 Denotes accepted by H.M. Government Depart- 
ments, 
Barrow.—48 houses at Section 3 of Abbotsmead 
estate, for BC: *Direct Labour, £62,102. 
_ Battersea.—Erection of five flats and one bed-sit- 
ting-room at 21-25, Anhalt-rd., and five flats and one 
bed-sitting-room at 35-39, Brynmaer-rd.. for : 
*Works Dept., £21,915. 
_ Bellshill—Departmental buildings adjoining cook- 
ing centre. William Watt, FRIBA, Education A, 
County Offices, Albert-st., Motherwell-Wishaw: *Lan- 
arkshire Direct Labour Dept. 
Billingham-on-Tees. — Erection of 52 No-Fines 
houses in Kenilworth-rd. and_ Roseberry-rd. estate 
(No. 8 site), for UDC. S, J. H. Shepherd: *Wimpey 
& Co., Ltd., Jesmond, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
Birkenhead.—198 houses and 60 flats at Wood- 
church estate, contract No. 14, for CBC. fT. A. 
Brittain, FRIBA, Dip. Arch., Boro’ A: *Lloyd & 
Cross, Ltd., 68, Argyle-st., Birkenhead, £311,000 
(awaiting Min. approval to lowest tender). 
Blackburn.—Erection of 104 houses at Shadsworth 
estate, for TC: *Direct Labour, £128,544. 
Blackpool.—Erection of 61 houses, eight flats and 
12 aged persons’ bungalows at Mereside, for BC: 
*Middleton & Co. (Blackpool), Ltd., Bank-st. Sidings, 
Blackpool, £96,588. 
Bolton.—Erection of 18 flats at Breightmet neigh- 
bourhood unit, for BC: *Direct Labour. 
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site, Motherwell-Wishaw Catholic at Wishawhill site. 
William S. Watt, FRIBA, Education A, County 
Offices, Albert-st., Motherwell-Wishaw: *George Wim- 
pey & Co Drumsheugh-gdns., Weatend, 


Bradford.—Following for TC:—101 flats and 10 
shops at Thorpe Edge estate: *G. Wimpey & Co., 
Ltd., London, £239,803. 62 Unity houses at Allerton: 
*M. Harrison & Co. (Leeds), Ltd., Post Hill Quarries, y gr. a 
Farnley, Leeds, £94,114. Edinburgh, £352,537. (Plan B) Single Streem-Two 

Broomhouse.—14 houses for Lanarkshire CC, Storey schs., average price, £50,561. 

Samuel MacColl, ARIBA, A, County-blidgs., Beck- Leeds.—12 houses in aluminium alloy construction 
ford-st., Hamilton West. Excavation, brick, building at Red Hall, Shadwell, for TC: *B. & N. Hartley, 
and allied works, Grant & Burns, Ltd., Glasgow; Ltd., £23,836. 

joinery, carpentry, ironmongery and allied works, Lewisham.—Works for MBC:—Erection of 35 flats 
Samuel Macillroy, Ltd., Holyton; roof-tiling and petween Campshill-pl. and Hither Green-la.: *Rush & 
roughcasting and allied works, Waytes (Roofing), Tompkins, Ltd., 109, Station-rd Sidcup Kent 
Ltd., Bishopbriggs; plumbing, sanitary engineering £65,381. 7 - . : 
and allied works, Alexander W. Thomson, Ltd., Bells- 
hill; plaster, lathing, cement and allied works, Archi- 
bald Rowatt & Sons, Ltd., Blairbeth Contracting 
Works, Hamilton; electrical fittings, installation and 
allied works, William I. Macadam, Ltd., Electrical 
Engineering Works, Campbell-st., Hamilton; paint- 
ing, decorating and allied works, A. Bryson, Ltd., 
Bellshill. (Tenders, respectively are: £8,279, £6,100. 
£862, £2,660, £932, £576, £471.) 

Cheadle, Staffs.—New licensed premises at Weston 
Coyney, for Bents Brewery Co., Ltd., Stone: *R. J. 
Addison, Longton, Stoke-on-Trent. 

Ciel ---Emensions Bs gg ¢ 2 ag oe 
rd., for Robertson cock, Ltd.: " ason . 
(Contractors), Ltd., Kirkland-ave.. Mansfield. Notts. bay vores Co., 81, Dale-st., ‘Liverpool. 

Clowne.—Five blocks of six flats and 28 houses, for Waseiel a, ae wae ee ¢ contracts:— 
aie *Oldfield & Co., Worksop, £19.146 and jig Dock iaesdends., Leno Wetarhamanen’ 
as Slt Fife: Civil engineering ‘ ni , 2 

‘Coventry.—New store building for Coventry & Dis- rina Engineers), “Ltd. Steen Cae cL. 
bs <oo8. aa Ltd.: *Wm. Moss & Sons, Ltd., Ley os engineering work, G. Percy Trentham, 

oughborough. Ltd., Pangbourne, Reading, Berks. Cornwall: Build- 

Croydon.—Erection of 24 dwellings at 216-222, ing work, E. Thomas & Co., Ltd., King’s-ave., Fal- 
South Norwood-hill, SE25, for CBC: *R. Mansell, mouth. Pembs: Civil engineering work, John Bland & 
Ltd., Croydon, £52,050; conversion of 73, Park-la., Co., Ltd., East Moors, Cardiff. Hants: Building 
into 11 self-contained flats: *K. W. G. (Kent), work, John Hunt, Ltd., South Wharf, Cleveland-rd., 
Builders, Ltd., £7,750 (subject to necessary approvals). Gosport, Hants. Devon: Building work, John Gar- 

Darlington.—Erection of 16 houses at Springfield 


rett & Son, Ltd., Embankment-la., Prince Rock, 
estate, for TC. Boro’ A, E. A. Tornbohm, Central- 


Plymouth. 
bidgs.. Darlington: *Tees-side Builders, Ltd., Thorna- London (British Rail — : 
by-oncTees, £22,671. ritis ways).—The Eastern Region 


contracts placed:— 
Dundee.—First section of the new transit shed at The Brightside Found: gineeri 
King George V harbour extensions, Dundee: *Robert 7 4 eh - egeae psew 


L 1 GPO Box 118, Sheffield 1, Supply, delive: d 
W. Hay, Ltd., Edinburgh. The cost will be £10,772. tion of boiler plant, boiler hones steelwork, heating 
Esher.—10 old persons’ bungalows on Tartar Hill system, steam distribution system and compressed air 
(Canada-rd.) estate, Cobham, for UDC. C. G. mains at Temple Mills wagon works. S. H. Hey- 
Alderton, AMICE, MIMunE, E&S: *Challenge Const. wood & Co., Ltd., 2, North-parade, Parsonage, Man- 
Co., Ltd., 126, High-st., Esher. a 2. Senet, Saeny aad erection. of electrical 
Hackney.—Construction of six flats at Oswald-st, WStaiation at Rotherwood Sidings, Sheffield. Taylor 
site: "WM. Brand, Ltd., 172. Osbaldeston-rd., Ni6, © Coulbeck, Ltd., 20, Hawthorne-ave., Cleethorpes, 
£11,213; construction of 20 dwellings and five lock- Construction of messroom and lavatory accommoda- 
up garages at Cecilia-rd., £38,904. Sie and motive power staff at 
: en 
Hampstead.—Erection of seven houses at Kemplay- September 28, 1954.) ment to contract announced on 


rd. site, for BC: *S. Varney & Co., Ltd., 109, Shake- he r ; 
speare-rd., Herne Hill, SE24, £14,306 (in lieu of ten- aire Stee, Beesd-—Piet stage of renova- 
der previously accepted). os meslenee ms peed — pod been i 

Huddersfield.—118 Easiform houses at Bradley es- A s 1 o., 
tate, for TC: *John Laing & Son, Ltd., Carlisle. EE ge Ltd., Chester, and Westons (Man- 


Islington.—Construction of 15 dwellings comprising yongon (M i A 
: sli etropolitan Police).—Erecti 
extension of Sedgley House, for MBC: flats at Blandford-rd., Teddington, Sales (len he 
J. S. Alderton & Co., Ltd., SW1l .. -- £37,442 Cont.), Ltd., £3,769; Internal alterations at Thorn- 
Walker (Tooting), Ltd., Wallington.. 34,728 ton Heath D. Garage, Albert Soden, Ltd., £644, 


Poolman (Builders), Ltd., NW9 33,84 
C. B. King, Ltd., NW3 re ith 2 eee {London (MOW).—Contracts placed by MOW’ 
Cawood Wharton & Co., ase., ” fe .. 31,670 for week ending November 13:— 
W. H. Gaze & Sons, Ltd., Kingston-on- London: Clive House, Petty Fran i 
Thames __ a ie ve. A .. 30,933 decorations, F. Troy & Co, Led. B we Suffolle 
*Herbert Richardson & Sons, Ltd., Ronald st., SEl; MOW Depot, South End-row, W8, altera- 
Works, Slades Green-rd., Erith, Kent 30,665 tions, Whyatt (Builders), Ltd., 225, Streatham Higt- 
Lanarkshire.—Schools from standard designs as fol- road., SW16. Bucks: PO Training School, The 
lows:—(Plan B) Airdrie Public, also Catholic, at Mansion. Bletchley-park, Bletchley, alterations, Betts- 
Burnfoot site, Hamilton Catholic at the LNER & Faulkner Ltd., 31 High-st., Stony Stratford, Bucks. 
station site, Larkhall Craigbank site, Rutherglen Cambs: HPO & TE, Cambridge, alterations (stage 
Catholic at Blairbeth site, Tannockside at Burnbank 2), Kirk Stokes & Co., Greens-rd., Cambridge. Glam: 
IR County-bidgs, Pontypridd, alterations and 
adaptations, Chas. Winstone (Builders), Ltd., 4a, 
Llangattock-rd., Fairwater, Cardiff. Glos: HPO, 
Smail-st., Bristol, internal decorations and cleaning 
C. H. Pearce & Sons (Contrs.), Ltd., Westbury-on- 
Trym, Bristol. Kent: ‘* Aquila,’’ Golf-rd., Bromley, 
internal decorations, E. J. Webb & Son, 31. Upper 
Wickham-la., Welling, Kent. Middx: Govt. Training 
. Centre, Bilton-way, Enfield, internal decorations, 
oodward (Whetstone), Ltd., 170, Archway-rd., N6; 
Meteorological Office, Headstone-drive, ‘ow, 
extensions to workshop and store, etc., Sheppard & 
Short, Ltd., 784, Harrow-rd., Wembley, Middx. 
Northumberland: MPNI, 81, St. Mary’s-place, New-- 
castle-on-Tyne, internal painting, Nicholson & Ritchis, 
26, Gosforth-st., Felling, Gateshead, 10, Co. Durham. 
Pembrokeshire: Prospect Place Haverfordwest, erec- 
tion of new crown building, William T. Nicholls, Ltd., 
105, Cathedral-rd., Cardiff. Yorks: MOT, Old 
Lifeboat House, Esplanade, Redcar, provision of 
sag G. Wade, Ltd., 58, Beverley-rd., Redcar. 
orks. 


{London (War Dept.).—Works contracts placed by 
War Dept. for week ended November 13:— 

Berks: Building, A. J. Dunning & Sons (Weyhill). 
Ltd., Weyhill. Bucks: Painting and decorating, M. A. 
Appleton (Contractors), Ltd., Wolverhampton. 
Oxfordshire: Surface water drainage, Norman Collis- 
son, Bicester. Bucks: Roadwork, Val de Travers 
Asphalte, Ltd., London. Hampshire: Building, 
Healy & Evans, Ltd., Portsmouth. Berks: 
Painting and decorating, Fields, Ltd., Reading. 
Hampshire: Roadwork, . J Eiiot & .Co.. 
Ltd., _ Bristol. Midlothian: Painting, George 
Hunter, Strathaven. Perthshire: Resheeting and re— 
wiring, Dunbar & Cook, Perth. Roxburghshire : 


Lewisham.—Erection of crematorium at 
Green Cemetery, Verdant-la.:— 

Leslie & Co., Ltd. ey es 
James Longley & Co., Ltd. .. 

- G. Mine, kek... ‘a i 

. E. Wallis & Sons, Ltd. .. = 
James Carmichael (Contractors), Ltd. 
WwW Gage & Sons, Ltd. .. dei 
E. H. Burgess, Ltd. .. 
Galbraith Bros., Ltd. .. , 
*A. Roberts & Co., Ltd. 65,800 


Liverpool.—Erection of extensions at Clatterbridge 
Hospital, for Reg. Hospital Brd.: *Scarisbrick Con- 


Hither 








CLINKER INSULATE 
REDUCES YOUR COST 


TANO THE TEST OF TIME 


COUNTY COUNCILS 
SPECIFY 


35 YEARS’ SPECIALIZATION IN 
CELLULAR CONSTRUCTION 


Harrow’ Road, Leytonstone, E.11 


TELEPHONE: 
MARYLAND 4747 (2 tives) 





890 


Building, William Hogg, Selkirk; John Crow & Sons, 
oo Northamptonshire : Painting and decorating, 
W. T. Pickering & Sons, Ltd., Watford. Cumber- 


THE BUILDER 


land: Painting and decorating, A 
Utd., Sunderland. Derbys: Building and civil engi- 
neering, Sir Alfred McAlpine & Son, Ltd., Wolver- 


Hector Grabham, 








UNITE FOR STRENGTH 


FEDERATION 
OF MASTER 
BUILDERS 


THE LARGEST INDIVIDUALLY 
REPRESENTATIVE ORGANISATION 
IN THE KINGDOM 


ENROL NOW 
SUBSCRIPTION £5.5.0 pa. 


London Region — 37 Areas 
And over 100 Provincial Branches 


Phone or write: 


SECRETARY, 
26, GT. ORMOND ST., HOLBORN, W.C.1 
Tel.: CHAncery 7583 (4 lines) 
Telegrams: ‘‘ EFFEMBE, Holb., London’’ 


The Address of your Branch Secretary 
will be forwarded 


Co. Antrim: Recreation ground work, 
John R. Stutt, Ltd., Paisley. Kent: Flooring, Vigers 
9 Bade, London. Beds: Buil ding, Holts (Bed- 
Ltd., Bedford, Suffolk: Painting, W. T. 
Sons, Ltd., Watford. Kent: Painting, 
T. H. y ALR, & Sons, Ltd., London. Essex: Build- 
ing, Sadler & Sons, Ipswich: Weatherproofing, E. A. 
Coryn & Son, Hornchurch. 
eg ng gar of 45 poe Py: per ond 
Park housing estate, for J. A. Ken 
pa egg ag tt Middlesbrough: RR. E. Cryer, ‘de 
Saltburn, £57,873 
Morecambe & Heysham. —22 houses and four flats 
at Branksome-dr. estate, for TC: *Heysham Building 
Co., Ltd., Middleton-rd. Sidings, Higher Heysham. 
Richmond (Surrey).— our flats, Chaucer-ave. -, and 
eight flats, Stuart-rd., for BC. BE&S: *A. E. Mace & 
Son, Ltd., Hounslow, —— (four flats, Chaucer- 
ave.), £5, 399. *Cannon & Roaf, Ltd., Carshalton, 
Surrey (eight flats, Stuart-rd.), £10, 530. 
Rochester.—New sea wall, anchorage of slipping 


November 26 1954 


Walthamstow.—Community centre at The ARInk. 
ct., El7, for BC. F. G. - Southgate 
MIMunE, AMTPI, Boro’ AE&S: *Direct Labour. 

Wednesbary .—Extensions to factory and office 
block at Friar Park-rd., for Smith & Davis, Ltd.: 
*Trussed Concrete Steel Co., Ltd., London. 

West Ham.—Contracts placed’ by CB. 
North, OBE, FRIBA, Boro’ A and Planning Oftiox 
30 maisonettes, St. Thomas-rd., W. J. Jerram, Ltd., 
Sandford-rd., E6, £63,862. 16 maisonettes, two flats, 
four shops, three garages, Beckton-rd., H. Fair. 
weather, ps Pw James’ s-la., N10, £42 937. 2 
maisonettes, 12 flats, Queen "s-rd., W. J. Jerram, Ltd., 
Sandford-rd., 6 £62,252. 40 experimental 
oe Leslie & Co. » 10d... pot moat Ws, 

Weston-super-Mare.—54 houses, Coronation estate, 
for BC. R. H. Gallannaugh, A, 3, The Mart, Lock- 
ing-rd., Weston-super-Mare. Quantities by Allsebrook, 
Horsley & Wood, 16, Charlotte-st., Bristol 1: *Holt- 
by & Dudman, Ltd., Rector’s-way, Weston-super- 
Mare, £68,725. 

Wortley. —26 houses and % flats at Lane End 
estate, Chapeltown, for RDC: E. Roberts & Co., 
Parsonage-st., Sheffield 6, £91 6s. 


section at Isle of Grain, for "Kent Oil Refinery, Ltd.: 
*Rush & Tompkins, Ltd., 109, Station-rd., Sidcup, 
Kent, £18,105. 

Seaham.—Erection of 12 houses in Stockton-rd. 
Architects, J. Potts & Son, John-st., Sunderland: *W. 
Tomlin & Sons, South-cres., Seaham. 


Sheffield.—Erection of stores, medical records and 
office at Moorgate General Hospital, for Reg. 
Hospital Brd.: *Beeden, Ltd., Thrybergh, £8,486. 

South Shields.—124 houses at Whitleas estate, for 
TC: *Direct Labour, £154,000. 

Stockton-on-Tees.—Erection of groups of 26 and 28 
Rowe enn ee al te Semone Sen IS Ti er pro oduction 

ro’ A, T. C. Hartley, iy e-square, Stockton: 

*Direct Labour. from bigg 

Stoke-on-Trent.—Erection of museum and aR 
gallefy at Bell Pottery site, Hanley, for TC: . 
Leake & Co., Ltd., Smeyd-green, Stoke-on-Trent, 
£38,073. 

Sunderland.—Erection of 51 houses at Farringdon 
estate, for TC. Boro’ A, Bishop, Grange 
House, Stockton-rd., Sunderland: *George 
Boldon-la., East Boldon. 

Sunderland.—Erection of, 192 houses’ at Grindon 
housing site, for TC. Boro’ A, H. C. Bishop, Grange 
House, Stockton-rd., Sunderland: *L. W. Evans, 
Ltd., 18, ‘Norfolk-st. -» Sunderland. 

Todmorden.—Conveniences, Ridgefoot, for BC. 
BE: *H. Hardy (Todmorden), Ltd., Salford, Tod- 
morden, £3,772. 








BROAD-ACHESON 
BLOCKS 


prompt delve") 








lenderson, 


THE ESSEX STEEL 
SCAFFOLDING C°L* 


SALES, HIRE 





ERECTION 
CRADLES 


STEEL- CRETE 


9. HIGH BEECH ROAD 
LOUGHTON ESSEX 


TEL: LOUGHTON 5022 


(SUPER METALLIC HARDENER) 





SUPER-HARD DUSTLESS SURFACES 


HAVE PONISHED ALL e ” -cleeaed 
H OLD OR 


FLOORS 


Inspect one that has withstood 


HEAVY TRUCKING FOR 40 YEARS 
and consult 
STEEL-CRETE LTD. 
Savoy House, 115/116, Strand, London, W.C.2 
Tel.: Temple Bar 5621 











STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 
Victoria Works, 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 























GALBRAITH 


BROTHERS LIMITED 


BUILDERS 


CONTRACTORS 
& ENGINEERS 


Registered Office : 
61 BARTHOLOMEW CLOSE 
E.C.1 
_~MONarch 7597-8 


Works ? 
CRAYFORD BRIDGE 
KENT 
Bexleyheath 5651-4 
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